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SECTION 1 STRATEGY FOR THE OPERATIONAL PROGRAMME (5 CONTRIBUTION TO THE
UNION STRATEGY FOR SMART, SUSTAINABLE AND INCLUSIVE GROWTH AND
THE ACHIEVEMENT OF ECONOMIC , SOCIAL AND TERRITORIAL COHESION

(Reference: Article 27(1) and Article 96(2)(a) of Regulation (EU) No1303/2013 of the
European Parliament and of the Couricil)

1.1. Strategy for the operai o n a | programmeds contribution
smart, sustairable and inclusive growth and to the achievement of economic,
social and territorial cohesion

111. Description of the programmeds strategy
strategy for smart, sustainable and inclusive growth and for achievingremoisocial
and territorial cohesion.

For thepurposes of elaboration of Operational Programme Environmenti2
2020 and in order to identify the se@bmeeds, the Managinguthorty (MA) of
the Programm in cooperation with the specialised MoEW directorates
preparedan Analysis of theCurrent Situation in the sectors Environment g
Climate Change, 20077 2012.The analysis takes into account the European
national strategic documents atitk legislative commitments irthe field of
environment andtlimate change and providedetailswith regardshec o u n t
commitments and theelevantdeadlines. ltillustratesthe achievements in th
period 20072012 and the needs befinancedfrom the Europea Structural ang
Investment Funds (ESI Funds) in the programming pe#6d4202Q The
document has been consultated with the working group responsible f¢
elaboration of OPE 2012020 and provideabasis for setting the priorities of tf
operational programme. The analysis has been submitted to Geetral
Coordination Unitwithin the Gurcil of Ministers (CoM) for the purposesf
elaboration of the Parnership Agreement of Republic of Bulgaria outlinin
support from the ESI Funds for the 2012020 period.

Taking into account the Analysis and the latest data related to the eneirtah
infrastructure development,the main identified needswhich determine th¢
intervention |l ogic of the Operati
Awasteo.

According to the2014 Report to the ECor the implementation oDirective
91/271/EECconcerning urban wasteater treatmentwaste water collectigr
distribution and treatment in 364 agglomeratiomgh more than 2000 PHn

2Regulation (EU) No 1303/2013 of the European Parliamedtddrthe Council of 17 December 2013 laying

down commorprovisions on the European Regional Development Fund, the European Social Fund, the Cohesion
Fund, the European Agricultural Fund for Rural Development and the European Maritime and Fisheries Fund and
laying down general provisions on the European Regibeakelopment Fund, the European Social Fund, the
Cohesion Fund and the European Maritime and Fisheries Fund and repealing Council Regulation (EC) No
1083/2006 (OJ L 347, 20.12.2013, p. 320).
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Bulgariashall be ensure®56 of those are agglomerations between®@fd 10
000 PE and 108 are agglomerations of more than 10 00DheEequiremeistfor
full collection of waste watgimore than 98% collectexhdno more than 2000 P
untreategdl are met in 13 agglomerationsf more than 10000 PE and in 14
agglomerations betwee2D00 and 10 000 RH he requirements for wastewat
treatment are met in 17 agglomeratiosismore than 10 000 PEe€spective
treatment level andelevant emission standardse put in place andin 24
agglanerations between 2000 and 10 000. FBe bothrequirements of the
Directive for collection andreatmentarefulfilled only in 2 (two) agglomerations
of more than 10 OO®E In addition 38 agglomerationsare expected tcomply
with therequirements afhe Directiveas a result of thenplementation of project
underOPE 20072013

According to theStrategy for Development and Management of the Water Sy
and Sanitation sector in the Republic of Bulgaria 22Q23the coverage of th¢
watersupply systenm Bulgaria is very high, and drinking water quality mehts
standardsThe number of the settlemerisvered bythe centralized watesupply
systemsexceeds 5000 and thatal pipe lengths of more than 7®00 kilometers
of which agproximately 30000 kilometers dates prior to 1970. Only two distri
in Bulgaria have less than full coveragye thecentralizedwvater supply syster
Kardzhali and SmolyanThis represents 98 of the overall population, whic
according to th&uropean sindardss high cowerage

The quality of drinking water meets tlegislative requirementsf more than 959
in thelargewater supply zoneandof more than 90% in the small water sup
zones although problems remain in terms of compliance with those standa
relationto water quality and seasonal consumption regimes, especially in
zonesof water supplyWith regards to th&argezonesof water supply (supplyin
water for more than 800 peopleor providingwaterquantities of more thab000
m? per day), Bulgarids one of 10 countries in the EWhichin more than 95
percent of cases meethe criteria for quality of water supplin terms of
microbiological, chemical and organolepgfiarameterand one of 4 countries i
the EU that have not achieved-200% compghnce with the requiremen
regarding the quality of the supplied water in termmafrobiologicalparameters
in thelargewater supply zonesHowever discrepancies are reportedraspect of
microbiological indicators in a numberzdnes especially fosmallzonesof water
supply, asn part of hem therate of norcomplianceis over 5%. The deviatio
from this type ofnorms is typical for small watersupplyzones that do not have
treatment facilities and where water is supplied to the populationidioedy after
decontamination.

In the latest published Report from the Commis$©@M (2014) 363 finalpn the
Quality of Drinking Water in the EU eraining the MembeS6tates' reports for th
period 2008010 under Directive 98/83/E@nd thke technical eports to it
concerning the Republic of Bulgaria, the main weaknesses in the implemel
of the directive requirements reported are the-sugfficient content and scope,
well as the frequency of the performed monitoring. In the techrepalts relted
to the big water supply zones itgtatedthatfor 55,5% of thenthere is a laclkof
data or there is sufficient datdrom the reported monitoringt is also stated thg

the percerdge of the water supply zones that do not meet the ireqopents
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regading the minimum frequency of monitoring or those with insuffici
frequency of monitoring is comparatively high.

Water supply services generally meet the standards, but water losses are v
(60%) andthe maintenance of water supplyséems and falities is insufficient.
Given the share of amortized water supply, according to World Bank estima
costs necessary for rehabilitation and replacement of the network are b
EURO 325 and 400 milliorper year and thargent needs forehabilitaton and
replacement of water supply networks foinging intocompliance iEURO 200
million.

As regardshemunicipal wastén 20042012periodthere isareductionof average
4% of thetotal amountper yearandwith around 3% per year dhe amount of
waste going to landfill72% ofthe generatethunicipal waste is going to landfill
50% of those 72% are biodegradable wasteording to the nationahrgetsthe
share of biodegradable waste going to land§lisll be reducedo 35%and the
share of regclable waste shoulde increased to 50%y 2020 By 2012,0only 3
facilities for treatment of biodegradable municipal waste currently oper
(Varna Plovdiv and Sofia Municipality) which is insufficient, considering

generated amount of waste. Therefinvestments will be made in order to ins
additional recycling capacity.

For the purposes of the waste preventithere are regulatory and econon
instruments in place in Bulgaridandfill chargesproducer responsibility schem
for specific wate flows license fees to widespread waste recovery organisg
in relation to the producer responsibility principhaunicipal waste taxa fee
limiting the use of plastic bags with certain parame@eposit schemet this
stagethey areoptiona).

In accordance with the national legislation the separate waste collectio
responsibility of the mayor of the murpeility (for therecyclable waste, includin
bi odegradabl e wmosldcer responsililiyscremdsand df the
widespreadvaste recovery organisatiorisor organizing the separatédespread
waste collection systems license fee is collectédrefore OPE 2012020 does
not envisage to support measures in this respect.

OPE 20142020 is expected to contribute to the fulfillme of Q
engagements in the waste sector and to the achievement of targets resulti
the European and natidnkegislation. When formulating the measures to
supported it was also considered thenchedinfringement procedure for ner
compliance with Directivel999/31/EC on the landfill of waste

Bulgaria is rankedhird in the EU in percentage of national terry covered by
Natura2000 network (34.4%). Currently pursuant to Directive 2009/147/EC o
conservation of wild birds 119 specigptotection areas have been designa
According to the Directive 92/43/EEC on the conservation of natural haitdf
of wild fauna and flor&34 sites ofCommunityimportance have been adopted
13 of them overlap with the special protection are&s.@rocess of designation

the sites oCommunityimportance as special areas of conservation is ongoing
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national financing. The designation orders for the main part of the special a
conservation (sites @ommunityimportance lists in 2008yill be issued in 2015

The sites oCommunityimportance were mapped in the terrestrial part of Bulg
and the conservation status of the habitats and species was assessed
support of OPE 2002013. As a resulta report to the EC under Article7 of
Directive @/43/EEC was submétl in 2013. Approximately 88% of the
assessments of t he umfavdrablei anla d @qb at
Approximately 36% of the assessments of the conservation status of species
to reporting under Ard | e 1 7unfaeoraklei mMa d e q ula2.5@00are
funfavorableb a dTée National Prioritised Action Framewof@r Natura 2000
(NPAF) was developed with OPE 2002013 funding. The document identifi¢
the measures that should be taken in respect of phigsty species and habitat
as wellas the measures aimed at the other species and habitats coveldriay
2000.

The investments und@PE20072013 will be furtheextened with support unde
OPE20142020for measures included in the NPAF and téedeonly in Naturg
2000 areas.

According to the OPE SEA Report, the Analysis and Assessment of the Rig
Vulnerability of the Bulgarian Economic Sectors with regard to the Clix
Change and the National Disaster Protection,Rlaads are the main ks which
may affect the territory ofhie country. The floods took a total of 30% of th
disasters in Bulgaria in the period 197d06. 11out of 13 major floodsn the
country were registered in the period 2€D9. This means that the averg
number ofthe major floods in this period was2lcaseger year, which was i
significant increase compared to their average numbedafades in the last 11
years accaling to data of EMDAT (2012). This was mainly due to the extre
rainfalls in 2005, but accding to the models such events will happen more @
due to the climate change. This is confirmed by the fact that the annual rair
2005 was 924 mm andahthere were onlpine years in Bulgaria in a period ¢
104 years (till 2007) with an annuainfall of over 800 mm, af$ve of them were
registered in the last two decades of the period.

Anotherrisk, which could affect thenvironment andiuman healthdentified in
the national strategic documents, is relatedhe various adverse geodynar
processes landslides, abrasions, erosiomsck fall, etc. The occurrence an
activation of landslide, erosion and abrasion procemsssgreconditioned by th
complex geological structure, intensive tectonics, rainfall intensity, sea abr
river eroson and the constantly active natural aachnogenidactars.

In 20057 2013 theravasa tendancy fomcrease of the landslides processes,
the end of 2013 thtotal number of the landslides registeneds1 786 covering
20846 ha, 592 of therarenew covering area of 446 ha. The landslide activit)
higher during spring time after snowmelt and inteasainfalls.In 2010there wereg
68 new landslidesegisteredwith a surface of 17 ha. In 2011 and 2012, 110 i
landslides were registered, and in 2@&8new landslidegre51 covering near 19
ha. According tothe monitoring datdor 2013there werer21 active/periodically
active landslidescovering5611 ha and 668 potentialémporarily stabilizeg

landslidescovering9 192 ha. @t of 1 786 landslidesegistered, 1.32 (16200 ha)
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are within urbanised area¥he analysis of the data shows thatvery rare
occasions the landslides affect only one type of infrastructure. In the majo
the cases one landslide affects several types of infrastrubtiures context, the
provided information was analyzed, and for each type of infrastructure the n
of occasions in which it has been affected by a landslide was calc
cumulatively. The most widely endangered groups of infrastructure are: réalic
buildings, streets, villas, water supply and sewage infrastructure and
Agricultural lands, érest fund, agricultural and industrial buildings are
threatened.

Data show that at national level the active (periodically active) and pote
(temporarily stabilized) landslides have the largest shiaré8.3% and 37.39
respectively. The share of the stabilized slides is much [b@2r4%. Almost half
(45%) of the active (pedically active) landslides are located in the Naflest
Region, and35% 1 in North-Central RegionNCR). In the remaining regions
relatively lower share of the active (periodically actilar)dslides is localized
11.4% in NorthEast RegiofiNER), 5.6% in SoutAWest Region$SWR), 2.7% in
SouthCentral Region, and 0.3%% SoutkhEast Region. The potential (temporar
stabilized) landslides have a relatively balanced distribution by regions. Abg
of the stabilized landslides are situated in N&Rowed by SWR with 21% an
NER with 20%.

In this regard part of thOPE 20142020 financial resource will be focused (
interventions for flood and landslides risk prevention and management.

In 2011, at the territory of 34 settlementdhere were 53 statonary centredo
monitor ambient air qualityMunicipal air qualityplans were elaborated for thg
municipalities with poor air quality. The percentage of the population livin
contamination levels for fine particulate matter ({@Mabove theadmissible
concentrations is still high 51%,as well as thexcessive pollution ith nitrogen
oxidesi 22%. The origin of registered excess pollution are combustion of fue
domestic heating, transport and industrial activities in the territodyeasttevant
municipalities.

The most serious problem concerning the air qualitiiespollution with PMp in
most ofthe cities. The main sources of pollution are the emissions from solid
combustion for heating in the wintexrs well asthemissiondrom the increased
traffic and congestion in the biggest cities. Analyses shovb#teveen 50 and 604
of the population uses solid fuels (wood and coal) for heating, althoug
reduction of this percentage is difficult to be achieved, mainly due tmedoand
socialreasons. Furthermaqrine number of cars gogressivelyncreasing and this
trend is expected to continue until 2020. It is necessary to take measures tg
pollution from PMo and nitrogen oxides anthus afinancial resource for sin
measures is envisagadder OPE 2012020

According to the national legislatidmlly transposing Directive 2008/50/EC,
cases where the total mass of the emissions in a certain area leads to excee
the standards for pollutants in the ambient air, the mayors of the municip
should evelop plans to reduce the levelstbé pollutants and to achieve t
established levels within the deadline provided for and the municipal co
should adopt these plans. The plans are mandatory and include obj

(measures to reduce the levelspollutants), milestones and deadbnir their
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achievement, means, which ensure its implementation, reporting and mon
system for the implementation and system to assess the results. The mayc
relevantmunicipality is responsible for the plamplementation and its control.

Recently, in 29 municipalities the air quality is poor in respect ofif?NMhese
municipalities have developed and implement plans to reduce the le
pollutants and to achieve the established levels. The plans ak{fieeend of 2013
2014 and 2015.

Considering the available information, the municipalities implement some ¢
measures envisaged in the actimgnicipalplansonambientair quality. According
to the monitoring results, the undertaken actions coolde assessed as suita]
or sufficient. The preliminary review of the municipal plans shows that
implemented measures to reduce the levels ofpfel®l not contribute sufficiently
to the achievement of the established levels within the establishdithdsad

The key problems related tod air quality are:

- The excessive levels of RMi in almost all large urban areas where the n
sources of pollution are the domestic heating in winter, transport and in ¢
cases various industrial sources efissions;

- Exceedance of the lewelof nitrogen dioxide in the ambient air in ty
municipalities in the countrySofia Municipality and the Municipality of Plovdi

In addition, the plans report also a contribution of the carrgirgy of particulate
matter from the road surface (i.e. sadary dispersion). It should be noted that
infringement proceeding No 2010/2109 has been launched against Bulg
connection with the breach of the
1, Article 23 paragraph 1 and Annex XI of Direxti 2008/50/EC.

Taking into account the identified investment needs, the fdREcial resource
will be allocated within the following priority axis

Priority Axis 1 Water

Investments aimed atchievingcompliance wittDirective 91/271/EECDirective

98/83/EC, Directive 2013/51/EURATOMaNd Directive 2000/60/EC

A Construction of WSS infrastructurei financing will be focused to th
agglomerations of more than 10 000 population equiv@iin);

A Completion and/or optimisation of theater monitoringsystems;

A Equipment for the laboratories of the Executive Environment Agency an
bodiesof the State Health Contrédr the purposesfanonitoring;

A Development of newandor update of existing strategic documents fioe
implementation of Water Framework Direaivand Marine Strategy
Framework Directive

Priority Axis 2 Waste

Investmentsaimed atachieving compliance wittvaste management hierarcay

set up inDirective 2008/98/EC and to the objectidagd down inthe national

legislation

A Measuresfor improving the municipal waste managemem line with the
National Waste Management Plan

A [ easureso improve the management of construction waste to meet legis

requirements
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A Measures for landfillgecultivation subject to infringement proceedings
connection with the judgment of the Court of Justice of the European Un
16.07.2015 in case €45/14 for norfulfillment by the Republic of Bulgaria @
art. 14 (a) to (c) of Council Directive 1999/31 / EC of 26 April 1999 on
landfill of waste.

Priority Axis 3 N atura 2000 and Biodiversity

Investments aimed aichieving the objectes of Directive 92/43/EEC, Directiy

2009/147/EC and the EU Biodiversity Strategy to 2020 (Objectives 1 and 2)

A Measuresand activities in accordance withe National Prioritised Actio
Framework for Mitura2000 (NPAF)

Priority Axis 4 Flood and LandslidesRisk Prevention and Management
Investments aimed #teimplemenationofc ount r y 6 s resaltngifrom
Directive 2007/60/EC:

Establishment of a National Real Time Water Managerggstem
Measures related to flood risk prevention and managemecluding
ecosysterbasedsolutions

Establishment of six centers to increase the preparedness of the popula
an adequate respsm to floods
Conducting tdies and assessmernts relation tothe second Flood Ris
Management Plans (FRMPs) 202027,

Implementation ofmeasure$or landslides risk prevention and manageme
Demonstration/pilot projectsand information campaigng$or flood and
landslidegisk prevention and management

oo o Do DoTo

Priority Axis 5 Improvement of Ambient Air Quality

Investmentsaimed athe fulfillment of the requirements of Directive 2008/50/F

on ambient air quality andeaner air for Europe, which is fully transposed in

national legislationand aimed at the achievement of tbbjectives of the

Gothenburg Protocol to theo@vention on longange transboundary air pollutio
Review and analysis of municipal air qualfians

A Supporting the competent authorities in devigligppedrafting, implementing
and contrahg the municipaplanson ambientir quality anddeveloping ad
optimizingthe air quality monitoringystem

A Measure fordecreasef fine particulate matter (PN and nitrogen oxide
(NOx) quanttiesfrom themain sources of pollution

Priority Axis 6 Technical Assistance

A Measures aimed agnsuring the necessasgupport for management ai
implementatiorof OP [ 22020, #cl. the closure of OPE 2002013 and
OPE 20142020

A Measures aimedt securing the necessary support for the communicatio
promotion of OP¢;

A Measures aimed atrengtlening the capacity ohe beneficiaries

OP Environment 20142020 and Europe 2020 Strategy

Operational Programme Environment 2612020 (OPE 2014 2020) is one 0]
Bul gari ads operational p Eumpme R@2ah the BU

strategy for smart, sustainable andciusive growth These three mutuall
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reinforcing priorities imply building an economy based on knowledge
innovation, promoting a more resource efficient, greener and more comp
economy and fostering a higitmployment economy delivering social da
territorial chesion. OPE 201# 2020 addresses mainly the sustainable grg
priority of Europe 202G5trategyand in particular the following elements of {
sustainable growth definition:

- Building a more competitive, lowarbon, resource efficiencenomy;

- Protecting the environment, reducing emissions and preventing the lo
biodiversity;

-Exploiting Europeds | eadership in
production methods.

OPE2014- 2020 contributesisoto the delivery of Resurce EfficientEuropei
one of the two flagship initiatives for sustainable growth under Eugf)2®
Strategy The activities to be financed from the operational programme 3
response to thBloEW Guidelineson the Integration of Environment and Clims
Change in CPCAP and CFP Funds, 202202071 phase: Programming of th
Common Strategic Framework Funds (hereinafter caled and CCH
mainstreaming guidelings programming phage The documenimplementsan
integrated approach fdahe implementation of environment and climate cha
policies, and in particular for resource efficiency, proposing specific interver
in the operationgbrogrammes for the period 201.2020. The MOEWSs in process
of developng the second phase of the guidelinesimplementation of thg¢
Partnership Agreemeand theProgrammen the period2014- 2020.

OPE 2014 2020 will contribute tahereduction ofthe greenhouse gas emissig
in the country and thus it will support the achieventeit Eur o p e far(
a 20% reductionin the greenhouse gas emissionempared to 1990 level
Measures in thisaspect are envisaged for urban wastemaeatment, in particulg
construction/ rehabilitation/ reconstruction of wastewater treatment plant (W
sludge treatment facilities and supply of the necessary equipment, includi
existing WWTPs (according the Concept fareatment osludgefrom UWWTP
at nationallevel), with priority on improving their quality parameters with a v
to their subsequent use for energy purposes. The implementation of these m
will contribute to the implementation d@ghe National Action Plan on Clima
Change for the period 20132020 (NWPCC) and will have a direct effect to th
reduction of greenhouse gas emissions.

The temporary and permanent jolsich are expected toe created as a result
themeasuresmplemented under OPE will contributetotdee | i ver y
inclusive growth priority target of 75% employment rate of women and men
2071 64 by 2020.

OP Environment 20141 2020 and the National Reform Programme

Pursuant to the strategy of the national sustainable growth policy describem
4 of the National Reform Progr amme
of sustainable developmemtivironmental protection is a key factor in promot
sociceconomic developmehy providing for environmentallriendly economic
growt h , high quality of i fe, secy

consideration, OP Environment 2012020 is faused with a priority on achievin
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significant legislative requirements and elements of the consistently a
environment and climathange policies included @bjective 4.3.3, Environme
Protection, including Development of Technological Infrastiestof NRP (April
2012).

Partof the investments planned under priority axes 1 and 2 of OP Enviroi
2014 - 2020 will help to reducehe greenhouse gas emissions in the cou
thereby contributing to the national efforts to reduce greenhouse gasioEI®
under NRP (April 2012) thus supporting the relevant target of Europe 2020.

OP Environment 2014 2020 will supportObjective 4.4.1of NRP (April 2012
AStrengthening Administrative Capadityhrough investments to enhance t
administrative capacityf the bodies responsible fitreimplementation of project
financedunderthelOPand of the Programmeds M

CouncilRec o mmendat i ons o4NatiBnallRegfam Prag@aame?2

Based on an Hidepth review of Europe 202@trategy, National Reform
Programme (April 204) and the Convergence Programme 2012016, the
Commission and the Council recommend a number of actginsg;tured in6
points, which Bulgaria should undake in the period 2013 2014.
(http://mww.minfin.bg/en/page/897

OPE 20142020 will have indirect contributiorto the implementationof the
Council Recommendation®014) through theEx-ante conditionlities Action
plan Additionally the measures for preparation of investment projects
implementation of the water sector reform, as well as enhancement
stakehol dersd capacity will c @0lB)nni
particularthe waterand wastenanagement.

OP Environment 20147 2020 and the Position of the Commission Services ¢
the development of Partnership Agreement and programmes in Bulgaria fo
the period 2014- 2020( Commi ssi onds position)

In the OPEelaborationaccount has been takerf the psition of the Commissio
Services on the development of the Partnership Agreement and the progran
Bulgaria for the period 20142020(26 October 2012)The position sets out th
key specific for the relevartountry challeges and presents the preliminary vie
of the Commission Services on the main funding priorities in Bulgaria whic
Commission would like to efinance in the perio2014- 2020. Six priorities hav
been identified to be supported frone S| Funds. ®E earmarks funds for son
of the countrys peci fi ¢ chall enges speciallyi
friendly andresource f f i ci ent economyo.

OPE earmarks funds (under Priority Axis Water) for addressing one of the sj
challenges:ii mp r o vtewatgr treaament and drinking water quality @
management, in a strategic and eadt f i c i ethraugh imteryertions for
constructiorof WSS infrastructuréocused tagglomerations of more thda® 000
PE, prioritisedin the RBMP and irthe regionalmaster plans and in order
contribute to the achievement of the objectives oBthel gar i adés W
Sewage Stratedpr the period20142023

Regarding the chal |l erufik gsobligationsineelate
to the acquis ahto reach the 2020 recycling target of 50% and the objectiv

the Resource Efficiency Ro aduppopiog,the
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achievement of thisarget for household waste. The actions take at®ount of
Commi ssi on Serdvatciesn trheato mimemi or i t
prevention,raise and recycling while wast

OPE Priority Axis 3 earmarks funds for the challengedated to the wpport
sustainable mnagement and restoration of thativa2000 network, restoratio
and conservation of wetlands and rivers, preparation of management
capacitybuilding for the authorities responsible foatNra2000, and awarenes
raising among different stakeholdeandhalt biodiversity loss. The actisrunder
this priority axis are based on the NPAF, the EU Biodiversity Strategy to 202
the national legislation.

Priority aAdklLansislide®i oo dPrevention and
Commi s s i o n odationr te iecnproven daod prevention by dbd risk
assessmentmapping and development of monitoring tools. Support fl
prevention projects at river basin leMgndling of natural disasters including eg
intervention measures.

OPE 2014 2020 addressear quality needs under the challengekted to the
improvement ofair quality by implementing adequate letegm programmes an
shortterm action plans, depending on the pollution sources (urban tran
industrial emissions, traffic, domestic anehtral heating etc.) through actiof
unde Priority Axis 5 of the programme.

OP Environment 20147 2020 and the Partnership Agreement (PA)

The Partnership Agreement of the Republic of Bulgaria outlining the support
the European Structural and Investment Funds for the 22020 period hasden
prepared in accordance with the EU Common Strategic Framework, the Gg
Specific Recommendans of the Council of July 2012, the Country Fact Shee
Bulgaria by the Commission of July 2012, and taking into accdbet
Commi ssionbds position.

Theanalysis of disparities, development needs, and growth potentials in PA
the indicators andriteria relevant to the thematic objectives of the ESI F
which will be implemented by Bulgaria, as well as the way in which the iden
areas of norrompliance, development needs and growth potentials wi
addressed by these objectives. Theleasfs is on the contribution of the PA to {
implementation of the National Development Programme: Bulgaria 2020 (
and of the National Reform Programnses well as for the achievement of t
common EU objectives for growth and jobs set in the Eur@2€ Strategy. Th¢
analysis of the areas eligible for support from ESI Funds shows that the cha
toB u | g adevel@ment are: inefficient use of restrg and energy, ineffectiy
implementation of EU legislation on water, air and waste, ineffesyggems for
prevention, management and addressing the consequences of risks. Resou
further efforts are thus needed to overcome them.

Based on concliens from the PA analysis, four strategic mutually reinforg
priorities for funding have been rioulated, of which OPE 2014 2020 will
address:

Strategic Priority 3Connectivity and green economy for sustainable growiich
covers the sulpriorities connectivity; transitiorio low carbon economy, energ
and resource efficiency; climate and cit@ change, risk prevention a

management; and environment and conservation of the natural heritage.
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An efficient use of the limited natural resources armadgmtion of the environmer,
from anthropogenionpactare the basis dhesustainable developme®@PE 2014
i 2020 will support the strategic priorities laid down in the PA thro
environmental protection investments aimed at suppottisggconomicgrowth
and improvement of the standardite.

OP Environment 2014- 2020 and strategic documents &U level
Bl ueprint to Safeguard Europeds Was

OP Environment 20142020 has been prepared taking into account the Blug
to Safeguarccur ope 6 s Wa tlteprovidesefs thel folloveng measur
(within Priority Axes 1, 3 and 4):

1 Reducing the pressure on the aquatic environment fpottution through
investments aimed at reducing the point source pollution and improvin
level of compliance of the wastewater treatmender Directive 91/271/E
concerning urban wastewater treatment

1 Improving the water efficiendirough investmestaimed at reducing leakag
and improving the capacitipr definingand implemenhg pricing and cos
recovery policies

1 Performing themonitoring obligations under Water Framework Directi
2000/60/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council oicE#her 2000
establishing a framework for Community acsan the field of water policy
including improving the monitoring of thguantityandchemical statusf water
bodies.

1 Reducing the negative impact Bbods and droughi through investment
aimedat improving the flood risk management as well as at building g
infrastructure and implementinmeasures for natural water retention (¢
wetlands restoration)

Resource Efficiency Roadmap (EU)

OP Environment 20142020 will contribute to achieving the following objectiv
at EU level by 2020:

Objective 3.1 Sustainable consumption and production

OP Environment 201# 2020 will contribute to achieving this objective by fundi
of the measuresithdown in Priority Axes 2 related to demonstration/pilot proje
incl. shifting consumption models and promoting sustainable development.

Objective 3.2 Tirning waste into a resource

OP Environment 20142020 will contribute to achieving this objectitterough
funding of the investments set out in Priority Axis 2 to improve the w
management systems and their compliance with the existing legislati@viaste
sector, including the investments to achieve the objective for the 50%
recycling by2020.

Objective 4.1 Ecosystem ServieeslObjective 4.2 Biodiversity

OP Environment 20142020 will contribute to achieving these two objectives
funding of the investments set out in Priority Axis 3 aimed at improving

knowledge of ecosystem sereg; as well as by funding a number of measy
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which aim, to contribute to the implementation of the EU Biodiversity Strate
2020.

Objective 4.4 Water

OP Environment 20142020 will contribute to achieving this objective by fund
of the investmentset out in Priority Axes 1 and 4 needed for the preparatior
implementation of River Basin Management Plans (RBM#&g Flood Risk
Management Plans (FRR$) including for the set of measures of the program
thereto, and for reducing the negative imtpaf the floods and drough
(investments to improve the flood risk management) and improving the
efficiency.

Objective 4.5 Air

OP Environment 20142020 will contribute to achieving this objective by fund
of the meastes laid down in Priority Axi$ related tomprovement of theair
quality.

Objective 4.7 Marine resources

OP Environment 2014 2020 will contribute to achieving this objectitterough
funding of the investments set out in Priorityis»8 aimed at protaoly species
and habitats iBlack Sed\atura 2000 protected areas.

EU Biodiversity Strategy to 2020

OP Environment 2022020 will contribute to achieving the following objectiv
atEU level by 202@hroughfunding of the measures set out in Priority A3is

Target 1: Fullimplemenration ofBirds and Habitats Directives

1 Measures under OPE 2012020 aimed at completing the Natura 2000 netw
and measures to ensure its good manageménplementation of Actions 14|
1c) and 1d) of the Strategy;

1 Measures under OPE 2014 2020 aimed at raising the awareness
involvement of the stakeholders in the implementation of Natura 2000 Na
Information and Communication Strategy (2012023) following Action 3 of
the Strategy;

1 Measures aimed at perfoing the monitoring and reporting on the Natura 2
network in conjunction with the EC requirements in implementation of Ac
4 of the Strategy.

Target 2:Maintenance and restoration dféecosystems and their services

1 Measuresinder OPE to increagaowledge otheecosystems and their servig
in implementation of Action 5 of the Strategiyroughassesmentof ecosystems
and their serviceim Natura 2000.1t is envisaged aassessmemf the economi
value of such services and developing a progranto monitor the status
ecosystems and prioritisation criteria datherreporting to the Commission

The contribution of OP Environment 202820 will focus on protecting an
maintaning the ecosystems within the scope of Natura 2@®@ork as well as o
improving the knowledge for the ecosystem services

13
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1 Measures under OPEithin Natura 2000 networkimed at setting priorities t
restore and promote the use of green infrastruatuiraplementation of Actior
6 of theStrategy.

EU Strategy for the Danube Region

OP Environment 2022020 will contribute to achieving the objectives of
priority areas of Pillar 2 Protecting the environment in the Danube Re
scheduled for completioby 2020, by funding of the measurgst out in Priority
Axes 1, 3, 4 and 5 of the programme.

Priority Area 1:To restore and maintain the quality of water

OP Environment 2032020 will contribute to achieving the objectives of t
Priority Areathroughfunding of the actions set out in ity Axis 1 in compliance
with the measures laid down in the RBMPs and in the scope of the program

Priority Area 2: To manage environmental risks

OP Environment 2032020 will contribute to achieving the objectivet tbis
Priority Areathroughfundingof the actions set out in Priority Axis 4 in compliarn
with the measures laid down in the FRMPs and in the scope of the program

Priority Area 3: To preserve biodiversity, landscapes and the quality of air
soils

OP Environment 2032020 will contribute to achieving the objectives of t
priority areathroughfunding of the actions set out in Priority Axis 3 in complia
with the NPAF for Natura 2000 as well as actions to reduce air pollution u
Priority Axis 5.

OP Environment 20142020 and the EU Strategy on Adaptation to Climatg
Change

The overall objective of the EU Strategy on Adaptation to Climate Change
contribute to increasing the Euro

raising the lgel of preparedness and ability to respond to the effects of cli
change at the local, regional, national and European level, developing a coor
approach and improving the coordination.

A draft framework document hdaseen developedn which riskassessment of th
most typical natural disasters in this geographicalaeesperformedbased on thg
climate models and scenarios for Bulgaria. The documpevidesbasis for the
preparation of the National Adaptation Strategy (NAS), which will guid
facilitate the process of adaptation to climate change in Bulgaria. The NAS v
a key action plan against tleimate changempact, aiming to respond to tk
existing and growing vulnerability of our country resulting from the effect
climate chage.

OP Environment 2012020 will contribute to achieving the objectives of the
Strategy on Adaptation to Climate Change through implementation of the me
under the priority axes for example through planning, designing and establis
reattime National Water Manageme®tystemand neasures related to flood ris
prevention and management solutions, aiming at fortifying the river b
including ecosysterbased approacin additionthe implementatiorof measures

under PA 4 will contribute to thenprovement of cooperation betweeld Member
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statesand will facilitate the coordination in field of civil protection in order
improve the effectiveness of the systems for prevention, preparedness ande
in case of natural and manade disastergin accordance withDecision
1313/2013/B) on a Union Civil Protection Mechanisin The supported measur
will also complement the specific measures in the identified areas of actions
to the improvemerih a shortterm perspective of the preventiohdisastersas set
out inthe CommissionCommunication COM 2009(82) aCommunity approacl
on the prevention of natural and raarade disasters.

Moreover, the objectives related to the adaptation to climasage will be
addressed through the GuidelimesMainstreaming of EP and CCP.

OP Environment 20147 2020 andsectorial strategic documents at national
level

National Strategy for Management and Development of the Water Sectaoner
Republic ofBulgaria

OP Environment 2014 2020 will focus on suppting the objectives of th
National Strategy for Management and Development of the Water Secdtw
Republic ofBulgaria, in particular:

Objective 1: Guaranteed water supply for the population and thenéssiin the
context of climate change leading droughtand Objective 2: Conservation an
improvement of the status of surface and ground wHtssyughfinancing actions
under Priority Axis 1 foconstruction ofVSS infrastructure and for strengthen
the water monitoring system. In addition, theti@ts related to flood ris
prevention and management under Priority Axis 4, will sup@ijective 4.
Reducing the risk of flood damagefghe Strategy.

Strategy for Development and Management of the Watap@y and Sanitation
sector in the Republic oBulgaria 20142023 (WSS Strategy adopted by ¢
Council of Ministers Decision No 269/7.05.2014

OP Environment 2022020 is expected to contribute to th#illment of the goals
laid down in the Water Supply and Sewage Strategy-2023.

The strategic glkctives and priorities of tH&/SS sector ithe Republic oBulgaria
laid down in the wategy are: 1) the WSS sectoto comply with the
national/European requirements; 2) the WSS sector to be environmental fr
financially and technically sustainahl3) the prices of the services provided by
Water Operators to be socially bearable foragbesumers; 4) the service qual
and the efficiency of the Water Operators to be in line with the good Eurg
practice.

National Maritime Strategyfor the Black Sea

Bulgariashall prepare a national strategy for the Black Sea in order to eng
consistentmaritime approachan improvemenbdf the coordnation between th
marine policiegd i f f ®lueesectosd) &ndconsolidation othe variousunding
saurces in accordance withe requirements of thelarine StrategyFramework

Directive (MSFD), theEU Integrated Maritime Policy (IMP) and its instrument
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OP Environment 2022020 is expected to contribute to #daboration of Nationa
Maritime Strategy fo the Black Sea throughinincing thedevelopment o
documents for the implementationtbe MSFD.

National Waste Management Action Plan, 20142020.

The main purpose of the plan is to improve the waste management hierar
identifying and elaboratingvaste prevention measures, while setting spe
guantitative targets for preparing for-uee, recycling and other recovery
specific wastdlows. OP Environment 20142020 aimsat achiewng the National
Plan targets, in particuléihroughmeasures fore-use, repair and preparing for r
use, prereatment and recoverygonstruction ofanaerobic and/or compostir
installations for biodegradable wast

National Strategic Plan for Phased Reduction of Biodegradable Munici
Waste Going to Landfills 20162020

OP Environment 2014 2020 will help to achieve the National Strategic F
targets, in pursuance dhe requirements oDirective 1999/31/EC ah the
Bulgarian legislation, for reducing the biodegraddiesehold wasté&action to
overall of 35% byweight of landfilled biodegradable household waste by 2
This target will be achieved by actions under Priority Axis 2 of the programn

National Prioritised Action Framework for Nature2000

OP Environment 20142020 will contribute to therotectionof themost valuable
and threatenespecies and habitats from the Natura 2000 netowank t h e
territory through the implementation of actions stipulated NRAF. NPAF
identifies the priority actions in Natura 2088 a network of natupgotectionareas
and the necessary funding for their implementatidme NPAF will facilitate the
integration of the actianset therein in the future programmes funded from diffe
financing sources, including the ESI Funds and the national budget
implementéon of NPAF will be supportethroughmeasuresinder Priority Axis
3 of OPE.

Disaster risk reduction strateg®014-2020

OP Environment 2014 2020 will contribute tahe achievement ahe Strategy
objectives, aimed at developing a sustainable natiorielypand legislative and
institutional framework on disaster risk reductiddentifying, assesag and
monitoling disaster risksfurtherenlargemenand maintaining of effective nation
systemsfor disasterforecasing, monitoring, early warning ananrouncemet)

raisingcultureof safety andesilienceat all governmental levels and in public us
the experience,education lessons learnt and innovatipmeducing the existing
risk factorsand strengthemg disaster preparedness for effective respaisall

levels.The national actions for developing of early warning systems, raising [
awareness anaedudng the underlying risk factorfor floods and landslides shg
be supported under Priority Axis 4 of the OPE.

National Programme for DisasterBrotection 20142018

OP Environment 2012020 will contribute tothe implementation of measurg
under 1.2.2. Measures for flood risk reduction of the National Programme
interventions under Priority Axis #f the programmewill support actions
envisagd within the Annual Programme Implementation Plags2018both in
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terms of risk prevention and effective response to flooding, and in terms of t
of landslides.

National Action Plan on Climate Change for the period 202820

In addition to the meases in the waste sect@P Environment 2012020 will
contribute tothe implementation of Priority Axis 3 of thEational ActionPlan
Capture of biogas from Urban Wastewater Treatment Plants (UWWHiRs)gh
investments under Prity Axis 1 of OPE in WS infrastructureFor large waste
water treatment plants (over 50 000 PE) the possibility of using the biogas re
from the methane tanks to produce electricity for the needs of the WWTP
explored

OP Environment 20141 2020 and legislative cormitments

In continuation of the efforts made in the programming period 2080713 OP|
Environment 2014 2020 will continue to focus on the implementation of
priorities aimed at meeting the requirements of the European legislgiving
priority to the acts, which require the largest public financial resources.
implementation of the programme will contribute to the application of
requirements of the national environmental and climate change legislatiof
specific legslative actspn which OP Environment 2014 2020will be focused
are described in the relevant priority axes of the programme.

Ex-ante evaluation of OP Environment 2014 2020

The evaluation of the strategy of OPE 2312020 is a requisite element of t
pr ogr a mraet®d evaluation. The strategy should follow the gens
intervention logic of the operational programmes set by the Common ProV
Regulation (EU) 71303/2013and t he Co m#ntes Bvaluatiod
Guidelines.

The exante evaluation of OPE 20142020 includes 5 mandatory elements:
Evaluation of programmeébs str al
Evaluation of indicators and monitoring

Consistency of financial allocatipn

Contribution to Europe 2020 strategy

Strategic environmental assessment

arwnE

The exante evaluation of the strategy involves also complementary evall
steps for the whole programme document which incrdeppraisal of: the neec
in sector Environmentthe internh coherence, the external coherence,
interventions included in OPE 20142020, the contribution to Europe 20
strategy, the implementation of horizontal principles, the selection of benefic
the capacity of the OPE managing andlengenting autorities, and the adequa
of the plan for fulfilment of exante conditionalities.

The results of the eante evaluation of OPE 20142020 are postedon O P E
websitehttp://ope.moew.government.bg/en/pages/programizéig-2020/18
Strategic Environmental Assessment of the OP Environment 20142020

The StrategicEnvironmental AssessmerBKA) aims atassessment of thekély
significant environmentadffects of plans and programnashational, regional an
local level. The Assessment is flemed together with the OPE elaboration &
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the Ex ante evalwuation of t he PThe
preparation of the BA Report is fully compliant with the national pralges on
programmes/plans elaboration/adoption, and the &ti#soresponsible for th
adoption shall conform to the SEA Statement. The procedure for SEA prepg
is based omirective 2001/42/EC on the assessment of the effects of certain
and pogrammes on the environmeftlly transposed in the nationkgislation.
Within the SEA procedure an assessment of the compatibility of the Opera
Programme with the subject and the objectives optb&ected areasccording to
Art. 6 (3) of Direcive 92/43/EEC

The Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEHAPB Environment 20142020
has been conducted in compliance with the requirements of Chapter six
Environmental Protection Act and the Ordinance on the conditions and org
carrying ait environmental assessment of plans and programmes wHett teé
requirements of SEA Directive 2001/42/EC. SEA of OPE 202820 has bee
conducted as part of the-axite evaluation of the programme, in compliance
the EC guidelines and the rerpments of the competent authority
environmental assessnten the Republic of Bulgaria.

In 2013 the MA of OPE presented a request for screening of the necess
conducting aSEA of the programme to Preventive Activity Directorate wit
MOEW. On the basis of the presented documentation the Minster of Em&rd
and Water issued a decision which stipulates that SEA shall be carried out
programme, as a part of the of theante evaluation.

For the purposes of the SEA consultations have been carried out with the
the affected interested authis and third parties identified, includir
coordination within the framework of the working group for the preparation &f
20147 2020. The consultations have included provision of public access |
environmental assessment documents (strategicoemental assessment rep
and annexes thereto and the {#technical summary) and the draft OPE 201
2020 for a period 080 days through the wedite of OPE and PectorateGeneral
Operational Programme Environment within the MoEW. The results of th¢
consultations have been duly reflected into the report on Strategic Environr
Assessment from June 2014.

Based on th&EA of OPE 2014 2020, as a result of the performed analysis
estimation of the likely impacts of the provided priority axes #wdrelevant
activities, the conclusion of the team of independent experts is thg
implementation of OPE 201142020 will have an integrated positive effect on |
environment and human health at the national level.

In order to ensure prevention, redoctiand elimination to the highest possi
extent of any presumable negative impacts resulting from the implementat
theprogramme on the environment and human health, the competent autho
environmental assessment has coordinated with the MAOBE additiona
measures for monitoring and control which the MA of OPE shall implement
process of the programme implentation. Each third year of the program
implementation the MA of OPE shall prepare a report on monitoring and ¢
on the pogramme implementation, including on the measures for preve
reduction or elimination to the highest possible exteringfpresumable negati
impacts from the programme implementation.
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A SEA Opinion No 189/2014approving OPE 2014 2020has been mued by the
Minister of Environment and WaterA summary of how environment
considerations and the opinions expressed haea taken into account (summg
statement under Article 29, paragraph 1 of the SEA Ordinance) has been pu
on OPE websitéOPE 2014 2020 revision has beenadein May 2015 as a resu
of comments, notes anquoposalgprovidedby the EC during thaeegotiations ang
technical meetingkeld SEA Decision No 5/2015 has been isss&ding thaho
environmental assessment is tocheried out on the OPE revision

http://ope.moew.government.bg/en/pages/programiP@id-2020/18#1

1.1.2. A justification for the choice of thematic objectives andresponding investment
priorities havingregard to the Partnership Agreement, based on an identification of
regional and, where appropriate, national needs including the need to address the
challenges identified in relevant counspecific recommendationsdopted in
accordance with Article 121)2TFEU and the relevant Council recommendations
adopted in accordance with Article 148(4) TFEU, taking into account the exante
evaluation.

Table 1: Justification for the selection of thematic objectives and investent priorities

Selected Selected Justification for selection

thematic investment

objective priority

TO5 IP b (ii) Needs to implement flood and landslides risk prevention measures in or

adress specific risksensuring disaster resilience and developing disa
managementaking into account the Analysis and Assessment of the Ris}
Vulnerability of the Bigarian Economic Sectors with regard to the Clim
Change and the National Disaster Protection Plan the envisaged measurs
contribute for increasing the protection of the population, as well as
fulfillment of the ¢ oonmDiractved2007/60EGH

CF

An adequate infrastructure capable of handling large volumes of w
generated in a short time should be ensured well as geoprotectio
infrastructure for reducing the landslides risk

The actions to be implemented vedintrubuteto the achievement @bjective
4 of the National Strategy for Management and Development of the Water
in Bulgaria, as well as achieving the objectiveshxcision 1313/2018%U on
"the Union civil protetion mechanism focusing on the prevemtioreparednes
and reponse to disasters" andof the Communication CONR00982 on "A
Community approach on the prevention of natural and-made disasters"

TO 6 IP c (ii) It is necessary to address the significant water and wastewater investrads
CE focusedto agglomerations of more than D00 PE and to complete the wat

monitoring systems in pursuance of the EU environmental legislation
effective water use requiremts and the objectives of the Blueprint to Safegy
Europeds Wastte 2020iRte aahieve coenpliance with Directiy
91/271EEC, Directive9 8 / & Dirgctive 2013/51EURATOMand Directive
2 0 0 0 /IC6 Meagures to construct/rehabilitate/reconstrufdcilities for

19 EN


http://ope.moew.government.bg/en/pages/programirane-2014-2020/18#1

treatment of sludge from WWTP and supply of the necessaipnemu,
including for exisitng WWTPs, will contribute to the achievement of Eu
20206s target of greenhouse gas
national efforts to redce GHG emissions under the National Refg
Programme. A need to implementians to develop new and/or update exist
strategic documents (RBMP).

TO 6 IP 6 (a) It is necessary to achieve compliance with the EU waste legislatibrective
ERDF 2008/98/EC (Waste Framework Directive), Directive 1999/31/EC on the lal
of wase and to achieve the targets of thesBurce Efficiency Roadmap (EU)

The envisaged measures are idientified as priority measures in the Na
Waste ManagamerRlan. The plan contains analisys about the quantities, ty
and the morphology of the wagtews, as well as the trends with regards to
municipal waste generation and the necessary measures for their sustq
management.

The implementation of easuresfor construction ofinaerobic installations fo
biodegradable and/or green waste willrtdbute to the implementation of th
NAPCC2012 020 and to Europe 20206s t
emissions.

TO 6 IP 6 (d) A need toimplement measures to establish and manage turé&l 2000
ERDE network, information and comunication measune®nitoring and reporting

under Directive 92/43/EEA and Directive 2009/147/EC. A need to imple
measures to improve the knowledge of ecosystemthaingervices. This wil
help achieving compliance with the ElatNra 2000 legislation and with th
obectives of the EU Biodiversity Strategy to 2020, the objectives of the Reg
Efficiency Roadmap (EU), the objectives of the EU Strategy on Adaptat
Climate Change and the objectives of the national strategic documer
Natura 2000 and biodiversity

TO 6 IP c (iv) It is necessarto implement measures improve the ambient air qualit
CE through reduction of the air pollutants frothe main sources of pollution

thereby contributing to the objectives of Directive 2008/50/EC on ambier
quality and cleaner air for Europe.

1.2. Justification of the financial allocation

Justification for the financial allocation (Union support) to each thematic objective and, where
appropriate, investment priority, in accordance with the thematic concentratiorereenis,
taking into account the eante evaluation

The allocated resources from the EU funds to the OP Environment for the pericd2BQDACF
and ERDF) will be earmarket the achievement offTe mat i ¢ Obj ect i v
protecting the environmentand promat g r e s 0 u r 8314% &nfl Thematc OljectV|
5 APromoting climate change ad a4lRa) thiowgh the
implementation of the relevant iestment priorities, as well as for techniaasistance (89%).

The financial allocation to OP Environment 20412020 is guided mainly by the identifig
nati onal needs that can be addressed wi
obligations resulting from the European acquis. The strategy of the opedagimogramme ig
focused on the development WSS infrastructure, waste management in accordance witl
waste management hierarcagcording to th&VasteFrameworkDirective, the manageemt of
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areas from Mtura 2000 network and protection of biodiveysitflood and landslidesisk
preventon and managment and improvingambientair quality.

Thus, 67.57% of the total Union support for the operational programme are earmtok
investmeltts in WSS infrastructuredirected toagglomerations of more than 10 000 PE and
further development of the water monitoring systems in ordeiftth the requirements in the E
legislation in field of environment and the effective water use, andhie\acthe objectives ¢
the Blueprint o Saf eguard Europedbds Water Resour

16.64% of the financial allocatiofrom ESIFto OPEareearmarkedo measures fomunicipal
waste managemeit accordance with the waste management hieraachgrdingto the Waste
Framework Directive and identified as priority measures ifNtitgonal Waste Management Pla

Due to the high percentage of the national territory coveredabyrd?000 network OPE 2014
- 2020 6.34% of the total financial allocatiorom ERDB will address needs concerning {
management, conservation, maintenance and restoration of species and habatisai2ZON0
network. The measures to be financed are included also in the NPAF and are exp
contribute significantly to thdulfillment of the commitments under the Habitats and B
Directives. The envisaged measures inclikde complete establishmerfthdatura2000 network,
development of management plans or other relevant documents, reporting the conservati
of specis and habitats, etc.

The floods are one of the main risks which could affect the whole of the national territg
which areconsidered in the National Disaster Protection Rlach theAnalysis and Assessme
of the Risk and Vulnerability of the Bulgan Economic Sectors with regard to the Clim
Change 30% of the disasters in Bulgaria in the period 12086 are floods. As eesult, the
country suffers significant lossesandslides are anoth@atural disastewhich causeserious
affects. In 19721991 there were five catastrophic landslidéserefore4.17% of the total Union
support for the pr ogr Bloodend Landsiide®isk Priéventianramg
Managemert) wi || be used to buil d ade gewaumes of
water formed in a short timand an infrastructe which could guarantee landslides prevent
In addition a National Real Time Water Managenf&ygtemas well as six centers forcreasing
the preparedness of the population for an adegaap®nse to floodwill be established.

Twenty-nine municipalities in Bulgaria have adopteldnsfor reducing pollutarst levels and
achieving the air emission limit values (ELVs) laid down in the Clean Ambient Air Act. The
air quality problems arisieom the exceedance of the limit valdes particulate matter (Ph) in

almost all big cities and towns and the exceeded ELVs for nitrogen dioxide in the ambier
two Bulgarian municipalities. For Piy| the analysis of the results of the model sss®nt of
emission sources contribution the PMo levels on the territory of individual municipalitie
included in theplans shows prevailing influence of domestic heating and transploet.efforts
will be focusedon pollution reduction from thee sedors through financindgrom the Cohesior
fund (359% of the total Union support
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Table 2: Overview of the investment strategy of the operational programme

Priority axis Fund (ERDF3, Cohesion Fund,| Union support® Proportion Thematic Investment Specific objectives| Common and
ESF, or YEI) 5 of total | objective? priorities ° corresponding to | programme-
(EUR) Union the investment | specific result
support for priority indicators for
the which a target
operational has been set
programme
(%)’
Thematic Investing in the Specific Objective| Amount of
Objective 6 water sector to 1 Pitection and | pollution load
APrese meet the improvement of the that receives
and protecting| requirements of thg  water resources | full collection
the Uni onbd statusi and treatment
environment environmental in compliarce
and acquis and to with the
Water CF 1016 87080900 67.57% promoting address needs, legislation
resource identified by the
ef f i ci| Member States, for
investment that | - gpecific Objective | Water bodies
goes beyonthose | 5 |ninrovement of| with improved
requirements the water bodies | monitoring of
status assessment the

© 00 N o O A~ W

EN

EuropenRegionalDevelopmentund

European Social Fund

Youth Employment Initiative

Total Union support (including the main allocation and the performance reserve)
Information by Fund and by priority axis.

Title of thematic objective (not applicable technical assistance).

Title of investment priority (not applicable to technical assistance).
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quantitative
status
Water bodies
with improved
monitoring of
the chemical
status
Investing in the
Thematic Waff:z:ﬁﬁgr to
Objective 6 .
= requirements of the
APrese . A
and protecting L}n tono Specific Objective
the environmental 1 Réducim the Amountof
Waste ERDF 25041404900 16.64% . acquis and to Y waste going to
environment amount of waste '
address needs, . . landfills
and . - going to landfill®
romotin identified by the
P 9 Member Statedor
resource )
effici investment that
goes beyond thoseg
requirements
Thematic . Species with
o Proteting and improved
Objective 6 ; - I p :
APrese restoring Specific Objective | conservation
' biodiversity and 1 Iniproving the statusBirds
and protecting . . . | e
o _ the soil and promoting| conservation statuy with improved
Natura2000 and biodiversity ERDF 80384 18200 5.34% . ecosystem service of species and status
environment | . ! e
and includingthrough habitats within . )
romotin Natura2000 and Natura2000 Habitats with
presourcg green networlod improved
e infrastructures conservation
effici status
Thematic Promoting Specific Objective Areas with
Elood riskand landslides Objective 5 investment to 1 ol ncre significant
prevention and management CF 62744 13000 4.17% i Pr o mo| address specific flood protection | potential flood
climate risks, ensuring and the risk which
change disaster resilience| preparedness of th{ population has
23 EN
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adaptation, and developing populationfor an no
risk disaster adequate respons¢ preparedness
prevention management to flood for an adequatg
and systems response to
manageH floods
Specific Objective
2 dlncreasing the | Populationat
protection of the risk of
population from landslides
landslideé
Taking action to
Thematic improvetheurban
Objective 6 environmentto - L
fi Ig rese revitalizecities, Spec~|f|c Obj_eCt'Ve
. 1 fiReducing .
and protecting|  regenerate and : . Quantityof
Improvement of the ambienira the decontaminate amb|gnt ar PM
. CF 54004 94400 35%0 . . : pollution by 10
qudity environment brownfield sites .
and (including Iowgrlngthe
. . quantitiesof PMio
promoting converson areay and NOY
resource redue air pollution
ef f i ci| andpromatnoise
reduction measure
Specific Objedve ,?verage _tlme
1 fiStrengthening or a project
the administrative approval
capacity of the | Average time
responsible for beneficiary
Technical assistance ERDF 40406 027.00 2.69% structures for the pf‘emg;:s
efficient verification
implementation of
activities related to
programming,
management,
monitoring,
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evaluation and
control of OPE
Specific Objective
2 fiRaising the

pubiic awareness | Level of public

awareness of
programme and thg¢ the OPE

about the

ESIF contribution,
and ensuring
publicity and

relevant
information for all
identified target

group® satisfaction of
the
. . beneficiaries
Specific Objective |  ith the TA
3 fiStrengthening | measures and
the capacity of training
OPE benéeficiaries provided

for the successful

implementatiorof

projeds under the
programme

Level of
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SECTION 2 PRIORITY AXES

(Reference: Article 96(2)(a) and (c) of Regulation (EU)18603/2013)
2.A A description of the priority axes other than technical assistance
(Reference: Article 96(2)(b) of Regulation (EU) No 1303/2013)

2. ¢. 1 Pr (rapeaied fgr eaghxpriosity axis)

ID of the priority axis
PRIORITY AXIS 1

Title of the priority axis
WATER

[ ] The entire priority axisvill be implementeo
solely through financial instruments

[ ] The entire priority axis will be implemente
solely though financial instruments set up
Union level

[ ] The entire priority axis will be implemente
through communityled local development

[ ] For the ESF: The entire priority axis
dedcated to social innovation or to transnatio|
cooperation, or both

2 . ¢ . 2. Justification for the establishment of a priority axis covering more than one
category of region, thematic objective or Fundqwhere applicable)

(Reference: Article 96(1) of Regulation (EU) No 1303/2013)

<2A.0 type="S" maxlegth="3500" input="M">

NOT APPLICABLE. OPE 20142020 covers the territory of the whole country, i.e.
regions (NUTS II). Allof thoseare categorizedas less developed regions. Priority Axis
aims to achieve Thematic Objectiée Preservingand proteghg the environment an
promoting resorce efficiency of the General RegulatiarPriority Axis 1is co-financed by
the CE
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2 . ¢Fund, category of region and calculation basis for Union support
(Repeated for each combination under a priority axis)

Fund
Cohesion Fund

Category of region
Not applicable

Calculation basis (total eligible

expenditure or eligible publii pypliceligible expenditure
expenditure)

Category ofregion for outermos
regions and northern sparse| Not applicable
populated regions (wher
applicable)

2 . dinvestment Priority
(Repeated for each investment priority under the priority axis)

Investment priority

c (i) under TO 6 (CF): Investing in the wate
sector to meet the r
environmental acqs and to address neeq
identified by the Member States, for investm
that goes beyond thosequirements

2 . ¢ Spécific objectives corresponding to the investment priority and expected results
(Repeated for each specific objective under the invexst priority)
(Reference: Article 96(2)(b)(i) and (ii) of Regulation (EU) No 1303/2013)

SPECIFIC OBJECTIVE 1

Specific objective
Protection and improvement of the watesources status

The results that th

Member State seel The implementation of measures under the priority axis will b

to achieve with EU yponthe results achieved during programming periodi722013.
support
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The envisaged measures will contribute to the fulfillment of]
objectives of Water Framework Directiveand its daughte
directives, as well as of Directive 91/271/EEC concerning u
wastewater treatment and Directive 98/83/EC on the qudii
water intended for human consumption.

The main result of these measures will be the collection

treatment of the wastewater. The financial resources wil
directedto agglomerationsf more than 1@00 PE which do no
comply with the requirements tfe EU legislation.

As a result ofinvestmentsin rehabilitation of the existing
infrastructure,the efficiency of wateisupply networkswill be
increasedand water losseseduced The concrete contributio
with regards the water losses reduction whehsneasures al
identified as priority in the ggonal feasibility studies will bg
reported at project leveSupportingappropriate water treatme
methodswill reduce or eliminate the risk of n@empliance with
the parametric valuder water qualitybefore the water is supplie
to the network

The long &rm needdor construction and/or reconstruction
WSSnetwork and facilities for wastewater and/or drinking wa
will be determinedthrough preparation of regional feasibilit
studies.

Another resulwhich will be achieved through the support un
the PA is the facilitation of completing tA&SSreform in the
countryand strengthening the capacity of the stakehalders

SPECIFIC OBJECTIVE 2

Specificobjective

Improvement of the water bodies status assessment

The results that thg
Member State seel
to achieve with EU
support

The authorities responsible for the develemupdate of RBMH
will dispose of sufficient information basis for complying w,
requirements of the WFD. As a result of measures implemg
under this specific objectivthe status of water bodies will &
reviewed in a comprehensive and coherent mankéater
monitoring networks will beptimized and extended in order
increase their effectiveness, as well as the necessary equi
will be provided.
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Table 3: Programmespecific result indicators, by specific objectivéfor ERDF and the Cohesion Fan

(Reference: Article 96(2)(b)(ii) of Regulation (EU) No 1303/2013)

i . Baseline value . Source of data Frequency of
ID Indicator Measurement unit Category of ine vai Baseline year | Target valué®(2023) u repg?ting y
region (where
relevant)
Amount of polution load 2019
that receives full collection N
11 andtreatmentn PE 196 271 2013 1 669 6552 MoEW 2021
compliance with the
legislation 2023
10

For ERDF and the Cohesion Funds, the target values may by qualitative or quantitative

1 Project in process of implementation under OPE 202313 have ndbeen included in the baseline value
12 Project in process of implementation under OPE 202013 have not been included in the target value

EN
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Water bodies with

90

2019

12 improved monitoring ofne | Number 2013 140 MoEW 2021
quantitative status 2023
2019

Water bodies with
13 improved monitoring ofhe | Number 153 2013 173 MoEW 2021
chemical status 2023

EN
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Table 4: Common resultindicators for which a target value has been set and programme specific result indicator corresponding to the
specific objective(by investment priority and category of region)(for the ESF)

NOT APPLICABLE
(Reference: Article 96(2)(b)(ii) of RegulationWENo 1303/2013)

D Indicator Category of | Measurement Common  output| Baseline Measurement | Baseline Target  valud® | Source of Frequency of
region unit of indicator indicator used as a value unit for | year (2023) data reporting
basis for taget baseline  and
setting MIW[T target M lw | T

13 Thislist includescommonresultindicatorsfor which atargetvaluehasbeensetandall programmespecificreault indicators Targetvaluesfor commonresultindicatorsmust

be quantified; for programrmrgpecific result indicators, they may be qualitative or quantitative. Target values may be presented as a total (menot lrok@miiown by
gender, the baselin@lues can be adjusted accordingl A M6 = men, AWO. = women, ATO = total
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Table 4a: YEI result indicators and programme-specific result indicators corresponding to the specific objective

NOT APPLICABLE
(by priority axis or by part of a priority axis)
(ReferenceArticle 19(3) of Regulation (EU) N©304/2013 of the Europedarliament and of the Countj)

ID Indicator Measurement Common  output| Baseline Measurement | Baseline Target valuels Source of| Frequency of
unit for indicator | indicator used as| value unit for | year (2023) data reporting
basis for target baseline and
setting Ml wl T | target M w T
14 Regulation(EU) No 1304/2013f the European Parliament andtbé Councilof 17 December 2018n the European Social Fund and repealing Council
Regulation (EC) No 1081/2006 (OJ347, 20.12.2013. 470.
15 Thislist includes common result indicators for which a target value has been set and all progpeeuifieresult indicators. Target values for common result

indicators must be quantified; for programupeecific result indicrs they may be qualitative or autitative. All result indicators in Annex Il to Regulation
(EU) No 1304/2013 used to monitor YEI implementation must be linked to a quantified target value. Target values maydibge estrtal (men+women)
or brokendown by gender, the baselinevalue may be adjusted accordingl.y. AMO = men, A WO =wo me
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2 . ¢ .Aétion to be supported under the investment priority

(by investment priority)

2. ¢ . 6. Description of the type and examples of actions to dupported and their

expected contribution to the specific objectives including, where appropriate,
theidentification of main target groups, specific territories targeted and types

of beneficiaries
(Reference: Article 96(2)(b)(iii) of Regulation (EU) N803/2013)

Investment priority
c (i) under TO 6 (CF): Investing in thavater sector to meet th
requirements of the Unionods
needs, identified by the Member States,ifwestment that goe
beyond those requirements

Types and examples digible activitiesto be supported:

1. Construction of WSS infrastructure in accordance withthe RBMPs and the
regional master plans andbased on RFS

The main measure® be supportedvill be focused on waste water collection g
treatment in agglomeratiored more than 10 000 R®Bn the territory of consolidate
districts, by application ofbest availabléechnicalsolutions with proven effectivene
and appropriateness, inginovatve onesdeveloped within Strategic Action Plan to t
European innovatiorpartnership for waterwhere relevantOther measures to |
financedinclude provision of clean and safe drinking water population in order tg
fulfill the obligations unddbirective 98/83/EC

Whereverustified, in order to achieve economies of gcdhe waste water investmel
and theones in drinking watewill be financed in an integrated manner.

Preparation and implementation of projects willda a regional approachased on th¢
following principle:WSS infrastructure will be financed in wlidated districts, serve
by one WSS operatdrased ommne Regional Feasibility StudiRFS)andone application
form. The main objective of the regional feasibility studies will be to analyz€
investment needs at regional legiatl. in agglomeratins between 2000 and 10 000)R
from technical and economymoint of view,to identify costeffective solutions that ca
be implemented within onéistrict and that can contribute to the compliance v
national and European legislation for water protection

Under OPE 2002013 one pilotRFS has beemnleveloped for the agglomeration
Smolyan identifying priority measuresvhose implementation can start after t
adoption of the RFS.

The RFSwill be developed in partnership witSS operatorsepresentaties ofthe
municipalities the Stateregulator and otheelevantstakeholdersandwill be approwed
by MRD and MoEW. As of April 2015 there are 15consolidatedregional Water

operators at the territory of the countapd 1 Water Operataervingthe terribry of
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Sofia Municipality which will be taken into account whemioritizing the investments
in the sector.

Until the finalization and adoption of the RFSthe following group ofprojects
representing mature investmenteady to start works ir2016 and for which the
beneficiaries will be the municipalitigsaybe implemented

- Projectswithin the meaning of Ar 39 of Regulaton(EC -~ 1083/ 200
been reviewed by the Europe@nmmissiorduring2007#2013programming periodor
agglomerations ofPlovdiv, Asenovgrad, Dobrich, PleveiDolna Mitropoliya;

- Projectsin up to 5agglomerations over 10 000 P&tbject to a revieg andpositive
assessmertty JASPERS Given their maturity and readiness to stadrks in 2016,
amouning in total up to 5% othe PA allocation

-Projects whos&vorks alreadystarted unde®©P 20072013 and their second phase V
be implemented in 2032020 periogdamounting in total up to 10% tfe PA allocation.

I n order to fulfildl countrydés commi
increase in emissions from n&TS (Emission Trading System3ectors by more tha
20% compared to 2005 ardcording tothe National Action Plan on Climate Chan
for the period 2012020 for largewaste watetreatment plants (@r 50000 PE) the
possibility of using the biogas resulting from thethane tanks to produce electricity
the needs of the WWTRIll be explored. For small and mediursized waste wate
treatment plants, the possibility of introducing anaerobic sludge stabilization with ¢
and combustion of biogasill beinvestigded. The gecific measurefor reducing the
greenhouse gas emigsgare consistent witithe national policy in the field of climat
change and the potential of the national economy for the reduction of emissions.

Eligible activities:

1 Development ofRFS which will define the longerm priorities for an optimg
financing in WSS infrastructure, based on the strategic documents in the seg

1 Designtonstruction/rehabilitation/reconstruction of wastewater treatment p
incl. facilities for sludge treatent (in accordance with the requirements of
Directive concernig urban wastevater treatmentand the conditionof the
discharge permit, inclensuring morestringent treatment with nutrientemoval
from the wastewater for agglomeration$ more thanl0 000 PE discharging intg
sensitive areas);

1 Designtonstruction/reabilitation/reconstruction or replacement obllecting
systemsand facilitiesto or from the WWTP in order to provider environmenta
friendly and cost effective operation tfe WSSsystems in accordance with t
country's commitments undgreDirective concerning urban wastewater treatmg

1 Designtonstructionfehabilitatiorfreconstruction of drinking water treatmen
plantsor if it is more cat-effective construction afiew water supply facilities;

1 Designtonstruction/rehabilitation/reconstruction f odrinking water supply
networksand facilitiesaimedatincreasng the efficiency of water use amelduction
of thewater losses in water supplgtworksin accordance with Directive 98/83/E

1 Designflevelopment of supporting infrastture (e.g.power spply, road, wate
supply), which serves the constructgdants (eg WWTPE DWTP, tanks and

pumping stations);
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1 Supportfor implementation ofthe WSS reform, in order to contribute to th
achievement of thAction plan and thebjectives of thé&trategy for deelopment
and management of water supply and sanitation sector in the Republic of B
20142023 and for strengtheng the capacity of the stakeholders involyvettl.
WSS operators and WSS associatjdmergy and Water Regulatory Commissic

Benefidaries:

- for the development of RFB Ministry of Regional Development and Pub
WorksandSofiaMunicipality;

- for priority projects resulting from the RFS Water operatorsand Sofia
Municipality;,

- for projectswhich implementation can start before theoption of the RFthe
ones mentioned above) aftt phased projectsMunicipalities

- for measures supporting th@plementation othe WSSreform - Ministry of
RegionalDevelopmentandPublic Works

- Ministry of Environment andWater, Water associationfonly for supporting
activities).

In providing funding under thigriority axis, the financial instruments option will be ug
for activities eligible under Article 37 of Regulation (EU) No 1303/2013.

Main target groups: ¢ 0 u n poputatos.
2. Extension of the water monitoring systems
2.1. Monitoring of the quantitative water status

In pursuance of the obligations under WFD, around 1000 surface water bodies ha
identified in Bulgariafor which quantitative monitoringsystem shll be established
including for gathering equired supporting data for the quantitythesamplingpoints
for biological, chemical andydro morphological quality elements in respect of wh
anassessment @he status is carried ouiven the large number of water bes the
construction of new stationary hydrometric statiemsot appropriateand monitoring
mobile measuring devicatall be used instea@onsideringhe variety of environmenta
condtions in Bulgaria, it is necessary to conductaaalysis and depdimg on the spatig
location of water bodies and their characterispileees to make measuremeoé be
justified and stabilized/builand appropriate mobile equipmeotbe determinedgnd
purchasd.

According tothe expert evaluationsfor monitoring ofthe quantitative status of th
ground water its necessary to construct about 300 drillings located in places not af
by the anthropogenic activities and providing information about the average wate
with average depth for édifferent watebodies between 15 and 150 m and total ler
of not more than 15 000.1fhe possibility to use the existing drillings shall be consid
after their rehabilitation and cleaning.

A Extension and/ oitativeorpohitoringnetveotks aj grourmter,
according to thaationalstudies and evaluatison the basis of unified metholdgical

approach for the 4 River Basin Distriéts the purposes of the second and third RBM
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planning and design of the extension (optimizatiom)jlding stations,incl. for

monitoring of the trartsoundarywater bodiesdelivery of equipment foexisting and
construction of new stations with measuring devices and devices for automatic

and/or transmission of dabgy application of ICTbased solutiongncluding technical
assistance, support and assistdocéhe projectsdevelopment.

A Anal ysi slocatibnofthh surfasepvatér bodigsstification ofthe necessar
measurements of the watguantitiesin relation to the agssment of theurface vater
bodiesstatus; determining the location thie measuremenpoints taking into accoun
the planned and the established monitoring stations for the National Real Time
Management Systenstabilization of theprofile of the water body at the poinof
measurement and the purchase of equipmentfespotmeasuremestsuch apropeller
flow-meterscable hydrometric equipment, lewakeasurement instruments, etc.

Beneficiaries structures of/bodies within thdinistry of Environment andVater.

Main target groups: Basin Directorates National Institute of Meteorology ar
Hydrology (NIMH),c o u n popujatos.

2.2.Water Quality Monitoring

In order to improve thenonitoringof the surface water, wastewater and drinking wé
it is planned tdurther cevelopthe monitoring networks antb improve the monitoring
equipment. These measures wibntribute tothe improvement of thewater status
assessments$y plan the right actions at the right place, andssess the effecof the
implemented measuresoiithe monitoring of priority substances and specific polluts
in surface and groundwater (in accordance with the European and Bulgaistatitay),
it is necessary t@nsure theoperation of the moniting system and the laborater
analyticalcomplexfor gathering and analysirgamples, incl., if necessary, analyses
studies on the quality of surface, groundwater, wastewater and drinking water

It is necessary to deliver water analysigiipmenin order to enable the laboratories
perform theadequatemandatory measuremsrof routine sampling, the measuremen
the characteristics of the maphysic-chemical parameters of water samplesr the
radiological measurement activities it is necessary to purchase instruments for
measuring, folaboratory radiometric ahradicchemical analyses and equipment
taking of environmental components samples. This includes delivery of mobile Ig
takingwatersamplesand to perform sampling in vasearhergency with equipment fq
immediate fietl analysisThesemeasuresvill enable the operational teams to resp
adequately in emergenesjtuationsby obtaining immediate results on the concentra
of harmful substances in water.

1 Further developmenand/or optimizationof the networks for conwl and
operationamonitoring of thegroundwatecchemical statugx compliance with g
conducted national survegnd assessmesipon unified methodology for the
River Basin Districts for the purposes of the second and third RBM
establishmenbf statons in areasffected by or in risk of being affected
anthropogenic activitiesas well in tranBoundarywater bodiesdelivery of
measuring devices foexisting and newly constructestations, delivery o
devices for automatic storage and/or transfetataby appication of ICT baseg
solutions incl. technical assistance, assistance and support for the develoj
of projects
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1 Mobile labs and laboratory equipment and materials.

1 Renovation ananodernizatiorof the Executive Environmental Agency (ExXE
laboratorie by purchasing new measuring instruments (e.g. ion chromatog
systems for determining anions and cations in wateg|yzerdor determining
total organic carbon/total nitrogen (TOC/TN), stationary conductomse
portable OX} meters, pHmeters, condctometers, spectrophotometers, 1B,
gas chromatography systems, mobile labs for EXAE system, etc.). To ens
quality of the measurements as well as health and safety at work most of
ovens in water labs of EXEA need to be repth includirg the auxiliary lab
equipment, such as thermostats, thermoreactors, deionizers, vacuum evag
microwave decomposition systems, refrigerators and special cabine
consumables and chemicals,.etc

1 Renovation and modernization of tteboratoriesof the StateHealth Control
Bodiesby purchasing new measuring instruments for drinking water monit
purposes(including ICP-MS-MS. ICP-MS, ICP-{ (S, gas chromatography
systemsliquid chromatographgystemsion chromatographgystemsanalyzers
for determiningotal organiccarbon conductometerportableOXI- meters pH-
meters spectrophotometertow backgroundalpha/ betacountingsystemslow
backgroundpectrometersow backgroundyammaspectrometrgystemsalpha
spectrometrysystems gammaspectrometersalfaguardsystems radonmeters
anddeliveryof supplementarjaboratoryequipmen{ovens thermostatsthermal
reactor deionizer evaprator systems microwavedigestion air conditioners
refrigeratorsandspecializeccabinetdor suppliesandchemicalsetc).

1 Designing/updating and applying water monitoring methodologies and tra
for applying the monitoring methodologiés developng and implementing
methods for determining priorityubstances and specific pollutants in water
biota.

Beneficiary: structures of/bodies within tHdinistry of Environment andVater, State
Health Control bodiesto the Ministry of HealtHabout the etivity for renovation ang
modernization ofaboratoriedor the purposes afrinking water monitoring

Main target groups: Basin Directoratex 0 u n papufatios.

3. Development of new and/or update of existing strategic documents forthe
implementation of the Water Framework Directive and the Marine strategy
framework directive

Water Framework Directive establishes the policy and tools for integrated
management based on niveasin principle Studies in relation to thdevelopmenof
RBMPs havebeen planned for complying with the EU acquis. These plans prese
current status and propose actions to ensure good water status. Pursuant to WFD,
RBMPs were drafted and approved in 2010eDa the underdeveloped monitori
system and th&ack of national studies and methodologies on critical issues, the
have been developed partially on the basis of expert evaluations.

1 Conducting studies and assessmeugsn unified methodology for ¢h4 River
BasinDistrictsfor theelaboration antmplementation of River Basin Manageme

Plansrelated to the characteristics of the river basin distuilgvelopment of wate
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management models and systems for pilot water bodiemgtakto account
innovative and ICT based solutions, tdamsndary coadination, additional
measures for water bodieghich arenot in compliance (art.11, p.5 oiVFD),
implementation of water management and monitonmgpvative solutions, with
proven effectteness and applicability, incl. innovative sngeveloped unde
priority 4.7.( supportive to the solutions systems and monitoring) ofStnategic
Action Plan to the European innovation partnership for waetc, The
implementation of these measureslwaontribute to the implementation of no
structural actions frorthe second RBMPs fdhe implementation of WFD and t
thetimely completion of the activities on the elaboration of the third RBMPs fg
period 2021 2027 (they will be elaborated froB916 to 2021);

1 Preparation ofdcuments for the purposesthe imgementation of Marine Strateg
framework directive

Beneficiaries structures of/bodies within th®linistry of Environment andWater,
responsible fowater policy making and for iisnplementation

Main target groups: MOoEW, basin directorates, EXEA, RIEWgher ministries (MoD
Mol, MAF, MH, Executive Agency for Fisheries and Aquacult(EgAFA), Mu | T
MRDPW, ME), NIMH institutes participating in the development of the natio
mettodologies related to the implementation of the EU legislati#C JSC regonal
governors, municipalities, o u n poputatios.

2.A.6.2 Guiding principles for selection of operations
(Reference: Articl®6(2)(b)(iii) of Regulation (EU) Nd.303/2013)

Investment priority
c (ii) under TO 6 (CF): Investing in the water sector to meet {
reqguirements of the Unionos
needs, identified by the Member States, for investment that
beyond those requirements

When selectig operations both the basic horizontal principlésgality, partnership
transparency and publicitgqual opportunities ambndiscriminationand thefollowing
principles will be applied:

1 Funding based on legislative commitments Projectsthat contrbute to he
fulfilmento f ¢ o obligationysuhder the ElAnd nationalegislationin the WSS
sectorand address actions set in RBMPs, that araccodancewith the regiona
master plans andontributeto the achievement of the objectives of the Ruig i
Water Supply and Sewage Strategy 2@Q0D23 will be financed as a matter
priority;

1 Regionalizationi projects will be financed as a matter of pitypon thebasis ofa
regional approach, thus contributing to water sector sustainability, appiiaait
economy of scale principle and ensuring recovery of investment tasttechnica
solutions for new investments should take into account the wlrdanlt

infrastructure under 200Z013.
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l

Integrated investmentsi Integrated projects may be finandedorder to achieve
overall synergyand costeffectiveness.

Sustainable developmentand resource efficiencyi projects contributing t¢
resource efficiencgndimprovemenbf environment will be financed as a mattel
priority, while encouragingechnologgcal solutionsrequiring lower investment an
operationalcosts providing new job opportunities development of sustainab
economicactivities, including sustainable tourism, and reduction of greenhous
emissions, thus contributing to achievementhaf climate change objective&s
regards drinking water measures, investments in new drinking water facilitie
only be financedvhile taking into account the plan for reduction of leakages.

Sustainable investment$ To ensure the efficiency and sustbility of the OPE
intervention, provisions ensuring long term effect of water manage
investmentsincl. sustainability assessmtan relation to the climate changall be
laid downin theselection of operation& mandatory condition for the eligiity of

the projects based on the RFS is the existence of the signed delegation

between the Water Supply and Sanitationo&gstion (WSSA) and the region
Water Operator Company which allows for a mechanism tefenge the revenue
based ondll depreciation of assets, including the grant funded assets, to be u
reinvestment in the district's WSS infrastructure.

Climate change mitigation and adaptation,disaster resilience In project
financing, where applicable, will be aimed at redgcgreenhouse gas emissip
adaptation to climate change aswhstruction of disasteesilient infrastructure.

2.A.6.3 Planned use of financial instrumentgwhere appropriate)
(Reference: Article 96(2)(b)(iii) of Regulation (EU) No 1303/2013)

Investnent priority

c (i) under TO 6 (CF): Investing in the water sector
meet the requirementsfo t he Uni onod
acquis and to address needs, identified by the Mel
States, for investment that goes beyond th
requrements

Planned use of financial
instruments

Based oranupdatedEx-Ante Assessment of Financial Instruments and the Invest
Strategy for Financial Instruments under thee@tional Program Environment 201
2020 carried out by the European Bank for ReconstructiorDawveélopment in 201¢
11,%% of the allocated resources under thelR&earmarked to be used under the fg
of financial instruments to support the activitieglar the investment priority.

2.A.6.4 Planned use of major projectqwhere appropriate)
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(Reference: Article 96(2)(b)(iiipf Regulation (EU) No 1303/2013)

Investment priority

of

t he

c (i) under TO 6 (CF): Investing in the watesector to meet th
requi rements
needs, identified by the Member States, for investment that
beyond those requirements

Un

i on o6 9

Through the implementation ofe regional approach and the development of regi
feasibility studiesnajor projects are expected to be prepared.

2.A.6.5 Output indicators by investment priority and, where appropriate by category of
region

(Referene: Article 96(2)(b)(iv) of Reglation (EU) No 1303/2013)

Table 5: Common and programmespecific output indicators

(by investment priority, broken down by category of region for the ESF, and where relevant,
for the ERDF)

Indicator Measu | Fun | Category | Target value (2023} Source of data Frequency of
rement | d of region reporting
unit (where

relevant )
M T
CO18 | Additional Perso| CF | NA 220 000 MoEW,; Annually
population serve¢ ns beneficiary;
by improved application
water supply forms;
progress
reports on
approved
projects

EN

For the ESF, this list includes common output indicators for which a target value has been set. Target
values may be presented as a total (men+wdroebroken down by gender. For the ERDF and the

Cohesi on

Fund,

gender
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CO19 | Additional PE CF | NA 1473384 MoEW,; Annually
population serveq beneficiary;
by improved application
wastewater forms;
treatment progress
reports on
approved
projects
1.4 Constructed/Rehd Num | CF | NA 16 MoEW, Annually
bilitated/Reconst| ber beneficiary,
ructed WWTP progress
report
15 New/Updated numb | CF | NA 18 Annually
: MoEW,
analyticalprogra | er
. . progress
mming/strategic
reports
documents

2. ¢ . 7 Social innovation, transnational cooperation and contribution to thematic
objectives B 7Y/

Specific provisions for ESE where applicable (by priority axis anghere relevant, category
of region): social innovation, transnational cooperation and &S#ribution to thematic
objectives 1 to 7.

Description of the contribution of the planned actions of the priority axis to:
T social innovation (if not covered by adieated priority axis);
I transnational cooperation (if not covered by a dedicated prepxig).

T thematic objectives referred to in points (1) to (7) of the first paragraph of Article 9 of
Regulation (EU) No 1303/2013.

Priority axis

NOT APPLICABLE

17

Only for programmes supported by the ESF.
18 For the ESF, this list includes common output indicatorssaich a target value has been set and all
programmespecific output indicators.
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2. 6.

8 Performance framework

(Reference: Article 96(2pj(v) and Annex Il to Regulation (EU) No 1303/2013)
Table 6: Performance framework of the priority axis

(by fund and category of regidf)

Priority
axis

Indicator ID Indicator or key | Measurement | Fund Category of| Milestone | Final target (2023%* | Source of data] Explanation of
type implementation | unit, where region for 2018 relevance of
(Key step appropriate 20, indicator, ~ where
implementa appropriate

tion  step, MW |T | M WT
financial,
output or,
where

appropriate
, result
indicator)

19

20
21

EN

Where YEI is implemented as part of a priority axis, YEI milestones and targets must be distinguished from other miestamgedsafor the priority axis in accordancéhwi
implementing acts referred to in the fifth subparagraph of Artic{@)2# Regulation (EU) No 1303/2013, as YEI resources (specific allocation and matching ESF support) are
excluded from th@erformance reserve.

Milestone values may be presented &atd ( men+women) or broken down by gender . AMO = men, AWO=wom
Target values may be presented as a total ( men+women) or broken down by gend
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Output
indicator

CO18

Additional

population
served by
improved water

supply

Persons

CF

89 000

220 000

MoEW,

Project
documentatio
n

The milestone
value for 2018 is
defined on the
basis ofthe
possibility of
interventions for
projects which
implementatiorcan
start before the
adoption of the
RFS

The target value is
based on
preliminary
assessment of the
additional
investment needs
for meeting the
requirements of
Directive 98/8/EC
in agglanerations
at the territory of
consolidated
operators and take
into account the
financial allocation

EN
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for those types of
measures under th
priority axis.

Output
indicator

COo1

Additional
population
served by
improved
wastewater
treatment

PE

CF

100000

1473384

MoEW,

Project
documentatio
n

The milestone
value for 2018 is
defined on the
basis of the
possibility for
implementation of
projects which
implementation
can start before the
adoption of the
RFS

The target value is
the population
equivalent &
agglomerations tha
need additional
investments to
bring their
infrastructure in
compliance with
Directive
91/271/EECand
fulfill the criteria of
the regional
approach
agglomerations.

Output
indicator

15

New/Updated
analyticalprogr
amming/strategi
¢ dacuments

Number

CF

10

18

MoEW,
Progress
reports

The milestone
represents the
number of the
monitoring

programmes which

EN
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will be developed/
updated under the
second RBMPs by
the end of 2018.

The target value
consists of 10
monitoring
programmes which
will be developed/
updated under the
second RBMPs by
the end of 2018 an
8 documents which
will be elaborated/
updated for the
purposes of the
third RBMPs 202-
2027.

Financial

Total amount of
the eligible
expenditure
certified by the
Certifying
authority

Euro

CF

169
76470588

1 196
31859900

Certifying
Authority

The milestone
value is defined on
the basis of the
possibility for
implementation of
projects which
implementation
can start before the
adoption of the
RFS andhe
expected
implementaibn of
measures for watel
monitoring,
preparatiorof RFS.
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The milestone
takes also into
account the
experience gained
during 20072013
programming
period.

Additional qualitative information on the establishment of the performance framework

(optional)
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2. ¢. 9 Categories of intervention
(Reference: Article 96(2)(b)(vi) of Regulation (EU) No 1303/2013)

Categories of intervention corresponding to the content of the priority assdbon a
nomenclature adopted by the Commission, and indicative breakddwmiasf support

Tables %#11: Categories of intervention??

(by Fund and category of region, if the priority axis covers more than one

Table 7: Dimension 1i Intervention field

Fund

Category of region

Priority axis

Code

Amount (EUR)

Water

020 Provision of water for huma
consumption (extractign
treatment, storage and distributid
infrastructure)

55381 353,33

021 Water management ar
drinking  water conservatiol
(including river basin
management, water  suppl|
specific climate change adaptati
measures, district and consur
metering, changg systems anc
leakreduction)

89325430,29

022 Waste water treatment

861 827 826,55

023 Environmental measure
aimed at reducing and /
avoiding greenhouse ok
emissions (including treatmet
and storage of methane gas 3
composting)

10 336198,83

Table 8: Dimension 2i Form of finance

Fund
Category of region
Priority axis Code Amount (EUR)
Water 01 Nonrepayable grant 900947536, 77
22 Amounts include total Union support (the mailiocation and te allocation from the performance
reserve.

47

EN



EN

04 Support through financial 75350126,95
instruments: loan or equivalent

05 Support through financial 40573145,28
instruments: guarantee or
equivalent

Table 9: Dimension 3i Territory

Fund
Category of region

Priority axis Code Amount (EUR)
Water 07 Not applicable 1 016 870 8090

Table 10: Dimension 4 Territorial delivery mechanisms

Fund
Category of region

Priority axis Code Amount (EUR)
Water 07 Not applicable 1 016 870 8090

Table 11: Dimension 6/ ESF secondary thene?3 (ESF only)

Fund
Category of region
Priority axis Code Amount (EUR)
NOT APPLICABLE NOT APPLICABLE NOT APPLICABLE

2.A.10 Summary of the planned use of technical assistance including, where necessary,
actions to reinforce the administrative capacity of authorities involved in the managemeén

and control of the programmes and beneficiariegwhere appropriate)

2 I nclude, where appropriate, quantified i
referred to in points (1) to (7) of the first paragraph of Article 9 of Regulation &U)303/2013
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(by priority axs)
(Reference: Article 96(2)(b)(vii) of Regulation (EU) No 1303/2013)

Priority axis 1- Water

With resources under PA, within the projects financing supportingréaratiorof the
necessary project documentation, including development/update of feasibility s
financial and economic analysis, ct&nefit analysis, preparation of public pueement
documentation for the actions included in the progeciwill be provided

In additionactions for the implementation of watgctorreform in order to contribut
to the Strategy for development and management of water supplgaamthtion sectr
in the Republic of Bulgari®20142023 and for strengthening the capacity of t
beneficiaries, including \WSoperatorsWSSassociationsvill be financed.

2.A A description of the priority axes other than technical assistance
(Reference: Article 9@&)(b) of Regulation (EU) No 1303/2013)

2. ¢. 1 Pr (rapeaied fgr eaghxpriosity axis)

ID of the priority axis
PRIORITY AXIS 2

Title of the priority axis
WASTE

[] The entire priority axisvill be implemented
solely through financial instruments

[ ] The entire priority axis will be implemente
solely though financial instruments set up
Union level

[ ] The entire priority axis will be implemente
through communityed local development
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[] For the ESF: The entire priority axis
dedicated to social innovation or to transnatid
cooperation, or both

2 . ¢ . 2. Justification for the establishment of a priority axis covering more than one
category of region, thematic objetive or Fund (where applicable)

(Reference: Articl®6(1)of Regulation (EU) No 1303/2013)

<2A.0 type="S" maxlegth="3500" input="M">

NOT APPLICABLE. The territorial scope of OPE 2012020 is the whole nationg
territory, i.e. all regions (NUTS II). All of them are categorised as less developed re
Priority Axis 2 is aimed aimplementingThematic Objective @Preserving and protectin
theenviron,ent and pr omot i natheGeneraRegu@ateon. Priorityl Axig
2 is cefinanced by the ERDF

2 . (Fund, category of region and calculation basis for Union support
(Repeated for each combination under a priority axis)

Fund
European Regional Development Fund

Category of region
Less eveloped region

Calculation basis (public or totg
eligible expenditure) Publiceligible expenditure

Category of region for outermoj
regions and northern sparse| Not applicable
populated regions (where
applicable)

2 . dinvestment priority
(Repeated for each investment priority under the priority axis)

Investment priority
l nvest ment pri or (ERBF):
Investing in the waste sector to meet
requi r eme nt Lnvioohmental aqui
and to address needs, identified by the Men
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States, for investment that goes beyond th
requirements.

2 . ¢ SpBcific objectives corresponding to the investent priority and expected results

(Repeated for each specific objeetiunder the investment priority)
(Reference: Article 96(2)(b)(i) and (ii) of Regulation (EU) No 1303/2013)

ID
SPECIFIC OBJECTIVE 1
Specific
objective Reducing the amouif waste going to landfills
The results
that ] the| The purpose of thi®A is to achieve compliancwith the waste manageme
Member

State seeks t
achieve with
EU support

hierarchyin accordance witbirective 2008/98/EC.

As a result of the masurego be implemented seduction of the amount ¢
waste going to landfillvill be achievedthroughwastere-use recyclingand
recovery

The major share of the waste going to landfill belongs to the biodegrg
waste. The investments will be focused on reducing of the arobtinat waste
going to landfills and on increasing the amount of recycled/recov
biodegradable waste.

The sustainable waste management will be supported through investm
additionalwasterecycling andre-use capacitywhich will contribute to the
achievemenbf recycling objectives under the Wastanagement At andthe
National Waste Managemertlan(NWMP) and will facilitate the accesd the
population towasterecycling andre-usecenters. The investments will bui
upon the results achievedider OPE20072013.

l nvest ments are planned for ien
project which will be supporteds listed in the NWMHR s the Third phase ©

integrated Sofia Municgd i t y6s project for mun
for Sofia.
A Azero wasteodo society and raisi

management hierarchy will be achieved through information campaign
implementation of demonstration/pilptojects.In the implementatiorof the
projects the experience gained under LIFE programme could be taker
account, and a complementarity with LIFE is possible.

The implementation of projects to improve the management of constry

waste will helpto prevent the mixing of construction waste withusehold
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waste as well akor the developmenbf examples of successful treatment
construction waste. Alsthe implemenation of someof the measures wil
contribute to the transition to a circular ecoryom Bulgaria.

The financing of lanfill recultivation measures will support the fulfillment
the Republic of Bulgaria's obligations under the judgment of the Col
Justice of the European Union of 16.07.2015 in caded%l14 for failure tg
fulfill th e obligations of the Republic of Bulgaria omtigle 14 (a) to (c) of
Council Directive 1999/31 / EC of 26 April 1999 on the landfill of waste.
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Table 3: Programme-specific result indicators, by specific objectivéfor the ERDF and the Cohesion Fund)

(Reference: Article 96(2) (b)(ii) of Regulation (EU) No 1303/2013

ID Indicator Measurement unit Category of Baseline value Baseline year | Target valué*(2023) Source of data I',:gsg?tﬁ%cy of
region (where
relevant)
. 5 6 2038 000 2019
2.1 Amount of wastejoing tonneg Ir_éasisondevelope( 2 323 008 2012 NSI
to landfills 9 2021
2023
24

25
26

EN

For the ERDF and the CF target values may be qualitative and quantitative

According to EUROSTAThttp://epp.eurostat.ec.europa.eu/cache/ITY_SDDS/en/t2020_rt110_esmsip.htm

According to the National Waste Management R2@h42020
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Table 4: Common result indicators for which a target value has been set and programme specific result indicators corresponding to the
specific objective (by irvestment priority and category of region)(for the ESF)

NOT APPLICABLE
(Reference: Article 96(2b{(ii) of Regulation (EU) No 1303/2013)

D Indicator Category of | Measurement Common  output| Baseline Measurement | Baseline Target  valué& | Source of Frequency of
region unit for indicator | ingicator used as| value unit for | year (2023) data reporting
basis for target baseline  and
seting MWl target " w11

21 Thislist includes ommon result indicators for which a target value has been set and all progspecifec result ingtators. Target values for common result indicators must

be quantified; for programmspecific result indicators, they may be qualitative or quantitativeyetaalues may be presented as a total (men+women) or broken down by
gender, the baselinevaluesn be adjusted accordingly. AMO = men, fAWO=women, ATO= tot al
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Table 4a: YEI result indicators and programme-specific result indicators correponding to the specific objective

NOT APPLICABLE
(by priority axis or by part of a priority ajyis
(Reference: Article 19(3) of Regulation (EU) 804/2013 of the European Parliament and of the Cotihcil

ID Indicator Measurement Common  output | Baseline Measurement | Baseline Tar 29 | Source of| Frequency of
: - T ; get valué .
unit for indicator | indicator used as| value unit for | year data reporting
; . (2023)
basis for target baseline and
setting Ml wl T | target M w T
28 Regulation(EU) No 1304/2013f the European Parliament andtbé Councilof 17 December 2B on the European Social Fund and repealing Council

Regulation (EC) No 1081/2006 (OJ L 34D,.12.2013p. 470.

This list includes common result indicators for which a target value has been set and all pregpacifiteresult indicators. Target vatu®r common result
indicators must be quantified; for programspeecific result indicatordiey may be qualitative or quantitative. All result indicators in Annex Il to Regulation

(EU) No 1304/2013 used to monitor YEI implementation must be linked tardtifjad target value. Target values may be presented as a total (men+women)

or brokendownpy gender, the baseline values may be adjusted accordingly. i M

29
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2 . ¢ .Aétion to be supported under the investment priority

(by investment padrity)

. Description of the type and examples of actions to be supported and their

expected contribution to the specific objectives including, where appropriate,
the identification of main target groups, specific territories targeted and types

of beneficiaries

(Reference: Article 96(2)(b)(iii) of Regulation (EU) No 1303/2013)

Investment priority

I nvest ment prior ity IMgstingiim it
wast e sector to me et t he
environmendl acquis and to address needs, identified by
Member States, for investment that goes beyond t
requirements.

T

The measres in tlis sectorwill be focused onedudng of the waste going to landfills.

As a result of the implementation of measures under the priority axis the amount g
going to landfills is expected to be reduced by 12.27%

In addition, he measures eivaged under this axis are expected to contribute t¢
delivery of Priority 3,Subpriority 3.7 Climate chang®f NPAF (measureSustainable
waste or biomass management withiattva 2000 areasand to the reduction ¢
greenhouse gas emissions from the landfilled waste.

Measuresfor improving the municipal waste managemenin accordance with the
waste management hierarchy andin order to comply with the legislative
requirements:

Design and constructioaf centers for raise, repair and preparation foruse,
including delivery of facilities and equipment for the activity;

Design and anstructionof installations for preliminary treatment of municig
waste;

Delivery of necessargquipment and facilities, as well as equipment for sepq
collection of biodegradable and green waste

Design and constructiarsf anaerobic and/or compoggimstallations foseparately
collectedbiodegradable and/or green waste;

Design andconstruction of installation for wasteecoveryi Third phase of
i ntegrated Sofia Municipalityds pr
Sofig

Pilot projecs for the design and implementation of innovative technologie

separateollectionof municipal wastg
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1 Pilot projects for the design and construction of recydhstallationgor separately
collectedmunicipalwaste other than biodegradable, inclggdihe provision of th¢
necessary equipment and of separate collectiontiesiand equipment;

1 Design and constructiaof adjoininginfrastructure to the above listed installatic
(e.g. power supply, road, water supply) serving only the sites/instafiatio

1 Implementation of demonstration/pilot projects for collecting, synthesi
disseminating and implementing new, roaditional successful wast
management interventions, good practices and management appiodeaidsof
waste as well as introduoh of novel technologiesas well as organisation
information campaigns focused on the waste preveatidrthe formation ofi zce
wasteo. soci ety

Measures to improve the management of construction waste to meet legislat
requirements:

1 Design and castruction of reuse centers for construction waste, including
supply offacilities and equipment.

Measures for landill recultivation in connection with a Judgment of the Court of
Justice of the European Union Case @45/140f 16 July 2015for failure of the
Republic of Bulgaria to fulfill the obligations under Article 14(a) to (c) of Council
Directive 1999/31/EC of 26 Apii 1999 on the landfill of waste:

1 Landill reaultivationactivities for landfill sites for closure, in line with the Landf
Directive 1999/31/EC and the judgment of the Court in Cadd®14

Beneficiaries: municipalities business entitiestructures of/bodies within thdinistry
of Environment andWater, nonprofit legal entitiesi for the implementation o
demonstration/pilot mjects.

In providing funding under the priority axis the possibility for financial instrusnenl
be usedo theactivities fulfilling the conditions under Article 37 of Regulation (EU).|
1303/2013.

Targetgroups:countryo6és popul ati on.

2.A.6.2 Guiding principles for selection of operations
(Reference: Articl®6(2)(b)(iii) of Regulation (EU) No 1303/2013)

Investment priority
I nvest ment priority Inmastingiimtte
waste sector to meet the requirensent o f t he
environmental acquis and to address needs, identified b
Member States, for investment that goes beyond t
requirements.

All operations funded by the ESIF under Priority Axis 2 of ORiEbnment 2014 2020
are consistent with the European and national environmental legislation. The sele
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the activities is in accordance with the waste management hierarchy laid dd
Directive 2008/98/EC In accordance with the hierarchy, thddldwing prioritization of
the waste management measures is encouraged: preventise, necycling, othe
recovery (e.genergyrecovery and disposal)

When selecting operations both the basic horizontal prirsciplegality, partnership
transparencgnd publicity equal opportunities ambndiscriminationand the following
principles will be applied:

1 Funding based on legislative obligation$ projects contributing to the delivery
countryo6s o btheiEgand mavonategislatiod wilt befinanced as &
matter of priority.

1  Sustainable development projects contributing to the following will be finance
as a matter of priority: reduonh of greenhouse gas emissi@r climate chang
mitigation, providng additional incentives for the buss®e reducing the transpg
costs.

1  Sustainable investment$ in orderto ensure the effectiveness and sustainabilit
the OPE intervention, provisions ensuring the kergn impact of the wast
managemerinvestments will be laid down for the selectioropkrations.

1 Resource efficiencyi the projects to be financed will ensure compliance with
waste management hierarahfrom the prevention through recycling to the ultim
disposal by minimising theamount of waste going for ultimate disposal/laltidgy .

1 Climate change mitigation and adaptation, disaster resilience In project
financing, where applicable, will be aimed at reducing greenhouse gas emi
adaptatiorto climate change anmbnstruction of disasteesilient infrastructure

2.A.6.3 Planned use of financial instrumentévhere appropriate)
(Reference: Article 96(2)(b)(iii) of Regulation (EU) No 1303/2013)

Investment priority

l nvest ment pri or it ylnvesfing
in the waste sector to nteéhe requirements of th
Uni onds environment al :
identified by the Member States, for investment |
goes beyond those requirensn

Planned use of financial
instruments

Based oranupdatedEx-Ante Assessment of Financial Instruments and the Invest
Strategy for Financial Instruments under the Operational Program "Environment
2020" carried out by the European Bank for Reconstruction and pevefd in 2018
9,10% of theallocated resources under the P& 2armarked to be used under the fg
of financial instruments to support the activities under the investment priority
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The use of financial instruments as set out in theabe Assessmens iparticularly
applicable o pilot projects for recycling installations and introduction of innova
technologies for separate collection of municipal waste. financing of such projec
will respect the waste hierarchy, while ensuring complementanitysynergies of th
supported measures and investments in many environmentaésiass. For example
waste burning for domestic heating is a major source of air pollution. The propose
projects may take into account their contribution in addrggsia air quality prblem;
thus also responding to the guiding principle "Financing based on legig
commitments" (including Directive 2008/50 / EC on ambient air quality and clean
for Europe and Directive (EU) 2016/2284 to reduce national emnissof certain
atmosyheric pollutants).

2.A.6.4 Planned use of major projectavhere appropriate)

(Reference: Article 96(2)((iii) of Regulation (EU) No 1303/2013)

Investment priority

Investment priority a) under TO 6 (ERDF): Investing
in the waste sector to meet the requirements of
Uni onds environment al a
identified by the Member States, for investment that g
beyond those requirements.

The major project of Sofia Municipality supporting the implementation of wsts
energy solutionsnamely thefiDesign and construction of installation for cogeneratio
Sofia with recovery of RDF third phag of the integrated system for municipal wa
management of Sofia municipalitis submittedfor assessment by the EC
The construction of an installation for mechanic&logical treatment, which will treg
all municipal waste generated in Sofia (except for the separately collected biodeg
ard green waste) has started at the end of 2013. One of the tasks ofahatios is to
produce RDF which could be used as alternative fuel ingeeoeration facilityfor which
the possibility to be placdd the power plant Toplofikatsia Sofia (Sofdstrict Heating
Company)would be explored Thus apotentialfor using tle RDF as a fuel for th¢
generation of thermal energyill be ensuredwhich is in compliance with the was
management hierarchy laid down in the Waste Framework Directive, in ybert
recovery.
According to the preliminary studies, the combustion liatan of Sofia District Heating
Company has a capacity to recover more than 180 thousams twihRDF produced b
the MBT installation. The project enabldgetealization of morethan 10% in saving
from the currently used natural gas and will coverrdgquirements for securing the ba
load by accumulating the thermal energy generated during thedosumption period
and using it in the heavy consumption periods. The impl&tien of such project wil
contribute to the fulfillment of the resoure#ficiency targets set out in the 2020 Strate
as well as to the specific objective under the investment priority which is to €
sustainable management of municipal waste tdsvdrigher resource efficiency [
making the regional waste managementesysdf Sofia maximum effective.
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2.A.6.5 Output indicators by investment priority and, where appropriate by category of
region

(Reference: Article 96(2)(b)(iv) of Regulation (EUpN303/2013)

Table 5: Common and programmespecific output indicators

(by investment priority, broken down by category of region for the ESF, and where relevant,
for the ERDF)

EN

ID Indicator Measurement | Fund Category | Target value (2023} Source of data Frequency of
unit of region reporting
(where
relevant)
M| W T
co Additional waste Less 105 000 MoEW, OPE| Annually
17 recycling tonnes/year | ERDF | developed MA,
capacity region beneficiay
Additional MoEW, OPE | Annually
capacity for Less MA,
2.2 | recovery of wastg tonnes/year | ERDF | developed 180 000 beneficiary
(to generate region
energy)
2. ¢ . 7 Social innovation,transnational cooperation and contribution to thematic

objectives B 7!

Specific provisions for ES¥, where applicable (by priority axis and, where relevant, category
of region): social innovation, transnational cooperation an& Ehtribution tothematic
objectives 1 to 7.

Description of the contribution of the planned actions of the priority axis to:

30

31
32

For the ESF, this list includes common output indicators for whitérget value has been set. Target
values may be presented as a total (men+women) or bdden by gender. For the ERDF and the

Cohe

sion

Fund,

gender

Only for programmes suppted by the ESF
For the ESF, this list includes common output indicators for which attaaf)ge has been set and all

programmespecific output indicators
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breakdown

i s in

mo st cases
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T social innovation (if not covered by a dedicated priority axis);
T transnational cooperation (if not covered by a dedicated fyrixis).

T thematc objectives referred to in points (1) to (7) of the first paragraph of Article 9 of
Regulation (EU) No 1303/2013.

Priority axis

NOT APPLICABLE
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2. ¢.
(ReferenceArticle 96(2)(b)(v)and Annex Il to Regulation (EU) No 1303/2013)

8 Performance framework

Table 6: Performance framework of the priority axis

(by fund and category of regiot)

Priority
axis

Indicator
type

(Key
implementa
tion  step,

ID

Indicator or key
implementation
step

Measurement
unit, where
appropriate

Fund

Category
region

of

Milestone
201834,

for

Final

(202355

target

M

w

Source of data

Explanation
relevance
indicator,
appropriate

of
of
where

financial,
output
where
appropriate
, result
indicator)

or,

33

34
35

EN

Where YEI is implemented as part of a priority axis, YEI milestones and targets must lgudiba from other milestones and targets for the priority axis in accordance with
implementng acts referred to in the fifth subparagraph of Articlé’paf Regulation (EU) No 1303/2013, as YEI resources (specific allocation and matching ESF support) are
excluded from the performance reserve

Milestonesmay be presented as a total (men+woneen) br oken down by gender. fAMO = men, AWO=women, ATOo= t
Target values may be presented as a total (mednFwomea)abr broken down by gend
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Output
indicator

Cco17

Additional
waste recycling
capacity

tonnegyear

ERDF

Less
developed
region

20000

105000

MoEW,
Beneficiaries
reports OPE
MA

The milestone valug
is defined on the
basis of project
capacity included in
the projects which
are expected to b
submitted by 2018.

The final target
value takes intg
account the
possibility  where
municipalities may
not be able to
provide sufficient
amount of wastéor
the new
installations.

Financial
indicator

Total amount of
the eligible
expenditure
certified by the
Certifying

authority

Euro

ERDF

Less
developed
region

20 144 9000

294604
764,00

Certifying
Authority

The milestone i
defined on the basi
of the OPE 2007
2013 experience

EN
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Output
indicator

2.2

Additional
capacity
recovery
waste
generate

energy)

for
of
(to

tonnes/year

ERDF

Less
developed
region

180 000

MoEW,
Beneficiaries
reports OPE
MA

The output
indicator is linked
to the envisaged
construction of
installation for
preparation for
recovery and
recovery of wasté
installationfor
energy recovery
from RDF (third
phase of Sofia
waste project). The
expected capacity
of theinstallation is
to recover energy
from around180
000tonnesRDF
lyear.

Key
implement
ation step

2.3

Major  project

signed
contract

grant

number

ERDF

Less
developed
region

MA

The key
implementation

step is defined of
the basis of the
possibility far
signing a
administrativegrant
contract for oneg
major project for
energy  recovery
from RDF (third
phase of Sofig
waste project)

EN
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Additional qualitative information on the establishrhehthe performance framewo(&ptional)
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2. ¢. 9 Categories of intervention
(Reference: Article 96(2)(b)(vi) of &yulation (EU) No 1303/2013)

Categories of intervention corresponding to the content of the priority axis based on a
nomenclature adopted by the Commission, and indicative breakddwmasfsupport

Tables 7#11: Categories of intervention®®
(by Fund ad category of region, if the priority axis covers more thar) one

Table 7: Dimension 1i Intervention field

Fund

Category of region

Priority axis Code Amount (EUR)
Waste 017 Household wast({ 133712295,00
management (including
minimisation, sorting, recycling
measures)
018 Household wast|{ 63469375,00
manag@ment (including

mechanical biological treatmen
thermal treatment, incineratio|
and landfill measures)

023 Environmental measurg 53232379,00
aimed at reducing and / (
avoiding greenhouse g¢
emissions (including treatmet
and storage of methane gaad
composting)

Table 8: Dimension 2i Form of finance

Fund

Category of region

Priority axis Code Amount (EUR)

Waste 01 Nonrepayable grant 227627 38330

04 Support through financig 18 22933256
instruments: loan or equivalent

36 Amounts include total Union support (the main allocation andalleeation from the performance
reserve).
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05 Support through financig 4 557 33314
instruments: garantee or
equivalent
Table 9: Dimension 3i Territory
Fund
Category of region
Priority axis Code Amount (EUR)

Waste

07 Not applicable

250414 04900

Table 10: Dimension 4 Territorial delivery mechanisms

Fund

Category of region

Priority axis

Code

Amount (EUR)

Waste

07 Not applicable

250414 04900

Table 11: Dimension 61 ESF secondary themé’ (ESF only)

Fund

Category of region

Priority axis

Code

Amount (EUR)

NOT APPLICABLE

NOT APPLICABLE

NOT APPLICABLE

2.A.10 Summary of the planned use of technical assistance including, where necessary,
actions to reinforce the administrative capacity of authorities invtved in the management
and control of the programmes and beneficiariegwhere appropriate)

(by priority axs)

(Reference: Article 96(2) (b)(vii) of Regulation (EU) No 1303/2013)

37 Il ncl ude,

wher e

67

appropriate,
referred to in points (1tp (7) of the first paragraph of Article 9 of Regulation (EN$) 1303/2013

quanti fied

nf ormati o

EN



EN

Priority axis Waste

Measures with regard to the preparation of the necessary project docume
including development/update of feasibility studies, financial and economic an
costbenefit analysis, preparation of public procurement documentatrotié actions
included in the projects will be financed under priosakgs 2.

2.A A description of the priority axes other than technical assistance
(Reference: Article 96(2)(b) of Regulation (EU) No 1303/2013)

2. ¢. 1 Pr (repeaied fgr eaghxpriosity axis)

ID of the priority axis
PRIORITY AXIS 3

Title of the priority axis
NATURA 2000 AND BIODIVERSITY

[ ] The entire priority axis will be implemente
solely through financial instruments

[ ] The enire priority axis will be implemente
solely though financial instruments set up
Union level

[ ] The entire priority axis will be implemente
through communityled local development

[ ] For the ESF: The entire priority axis
dedicated to social innovation or to transnatic
cooperation, or both

2 . ¢ . 2. Justification for the establishment of a priority axis covering more than one
category of region, thematic objective or Funqwhere applicable)
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(Reference: Articl®6(1) of Regulation (EU) No 1303/2013

<2A.0 type="S" maxlength="3500" input="M">

NOT APPLICABLE. The territorial scope of OPE 20142020 is the whole nation;
territory, i.e. all regions (NUTS II). All of them are categorised as less developed re
Priority Axis 3 is aimed at deliverpf Thematic Objective @ Pr eser vi ng

environment and pr omatheGengralRegudaton. Prosty Axif3

is cofinanced by th&RDF

a

2 . (Fund, category of region and calculation basis for Union support

(Repeated for each combinationden a priority axis)

Fund

European Regional Development Fund

Category of region

Less deeloped region

Calculation basis (total eligiblg
expenditure or public eligibl
expenditure)

Publiceligible expenditure

Category of region for outermoj
regions and northern sparse
populated regions (where
applicable)

Not applicable

2 . dinveStment priority

(Repeated for each investment priority under the priority axis)

Investment priority

Investment Priority (d) to TO 6 (ERDF):
Protecting and restoring biodiversity and soil &
promoting ecosysterservicesincluding through

Natura200Q and green infrastructures

2 . ¢ Spécific objectives corresponding to the investment priority and expected results

(Repeated for each specific objective under the investment priority)
(Reference: Article 96(2b)(i) and (ii) of Regulation (EU) No 1303/2013)

69



EN

SPECIFIC OBJECTIVE 1

Specific objective

Improving the conservation statussgiecies and habitats withir]
Natura2000 néwork

The results that thg
Member State seel
to achieve with EU
support

The implementation of measures under the PA will further b
on the results achieved in 2002013. The measures fall with
thescope of the National Prioritizéttion Framework for Naturé
2000 and aréargetecentirely to Natura 200Gsites

Theimplementation of measur&gll contribute to achievement ¢
some of the EU Biodiversity Strategy to 2020 objecti
(Objectives 1 and 2)The establishment ofdtura2000 network
will be completedlts good management will be ensurédtual
conservation measures and the necessary infrastructur
maintenance and improvement of species and hal
conservation status will be supportéeh assessment of the stat
of ecosystems and their servidasNatura 2000will be carried
out. Some of tle measures under the priority axis will be targe
to stakeholder awareness and involvement.

The priority axis is targeted to timeaintenancend inprovement
of species and habitats conservation status that are subj
protection by Directive 92/43/EE@nd Directive 2009/147/E
Priority will be given to measures for species and habitats
unfavourablebad and unfavourablenadequatestatus acoaling
to the data from Mapping and assessment of species and h
conservation status phase | Projecand NPAF and to priority
species and habitats from both Directivdédeasuresthat will
contribute to the sustainable and active management of N
2000 network are envisaged. Such measureseatablishmen
and operation of management structure foruka2000 network
building the capacity of the bodies dealing with the netw,
development of management plans and other equiv
instruments andavelopment of action plans for priority speci
Other measures that will be supported @@mpleting the
establishment of Natura 2000 in marine environmietessary
measures$o support the provisioof repors pursuant to Article 17
of Directive 92/43/EEC and Article 12 of Directiv@009/147/EC
will be funded Increased awareness and involreent of
stakeholders will beensuredby implementation ofactions
included intheNationallnformation and Communication Strate
(NICS) for Natura2000, part of th&NPAF.

Some of the measures in the programme will contribut
achieving the objectives gfr i ori ty area f
Biodiversity, Environment,

EU Strategy for the Danube Region.
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Table 3: Programme-specificresult indicators, by specific objective(for the ERDF and the Cohesion Fund)

(Reference: Article 96(2)(b)(ii) of Regulation (EU) No 1303/2013

i . i . Source of data Frequency of
ID Indicator Measurement unit Category of Baseline value Baseline year | Target valué® (2023) u repg?ting y
region (where
relevant)
. 4918% specieshow repot under art. 17
_ o 48,36% species : ; 2019
31 Species with improved % Less developed showfavorable 2013 favorableor improved of the Habitats
conservation status region Status in 2013 conservation status in | Directive, project 2021
2020 progress reports
2023
. . 2019
Less developed 82,509%8°birds 83,33% birds show Repgfri#gcé?%r;. 12
3.2 Birds with improved status % region show secure status 2013 improved orsecure status Directive, project 2021
in 2013 in 2020
progress reports 2023
38 For ERDF and the Cohesion Fund, the target values may be qualitative or quantitative.
®¥Bi in categories EX, EW, 4R, EN, Vlkredthfdeinsecaerestatuxc | uded from calcul ations of

EN
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3.3

Habitats with improved
conservation status

%

Less developed
region

5,56% habitats
showfavorable
status in 2013

2013

7,78% showfavorableor
an improved conservatio
status in 2020

reportunder art. 17
of the Habitats
Directive, project
progress reports

2019
2021
2023

EN
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Table 4: Common result indicators for which a target value has been set and programme specific result indicators corresponding to the
specific objective (by investmenpriority and category of region) (for the ESF)

NOT APPLICABLE
(Reference: Article 96(2)(b)(ii) dRegulation (EU) No 1303/2013)

D Indicator Category of | Measurement Common  output| Basline Measurement | Baseline Target  valué® | Source of Frequency of
region unit for indicator | jngicator used as| value unit for | year (2023) data reporting
basis for target baseline  and
setting MIW[T target Molw [T

40 This list includes common result indicators for whactarget value has been set and all prograspeeific result indicators. Targeslues for common result indicators must

be quantified; for programrpecific result indicators, they may be qualitative or quantitative. Target values may be presarit#dl §smen+women) or broken down by
gender, the baseline values can be adjustedar di ngly. AMO = men, AWO=women, ATO= total
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Table 4a: YEI result indicators and programme-specific result indicators corresponding to the specific objective

(by priority axis or by part of a priority axis)

(Reference: Article 19(3) of Regulation (EU) M804/2013 of the European Parliamt and of the Couilé?)

ID

Indicator Measurement Common output| Baseline Measurement | Baseline 42 | Source of| Frequency of
; - T - Target value )
unit for indicator | indicator used as| value unit for | year data reporting
: . (2023)
basis for target baseline and
setting Ml wl T | target M W T

41

42

EN

Regulation(EU) No 1304/2013f the European Parliament andtbé Councilof 17 December 2018n the European Social Funddarepealing Council
Regulation (EC) No 1081/2006 (OJ L 347, 20.12.2013, p. 470).

This list includes common result indicators for which a target value has been set and all pregpacifiteresult indicators. Target values for common result
indicators must be quantified; for programuspeecific result indicators they may be qualitativejuantitative. All result indicators in Annex Il to Regulation
(EU) No 1304/2013 used to monitor YEI implementation must be linked to a quantified targefhaalyet values may be presented as a total (men+women)
or broken down by gender, the baselima | ues may be adjusted accordi.ngly. iMoo = men, i Wo =w
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2 . ¢ .Aétions whichwill be supported within the Investment Priority

(By investment priorities)

2. ¢ . 6. Descriptionof the types of examples factionswhich will be supportecand

their expectedcontribution to the achievementof the specific objec

tives

including, whereappropriate identification of the maintarget groupsspecific

targetareas andcategories of beneficiaries

(ReferenceArticle 96(2) (b)(ii) of Regulation(EU) No 1303/2013

Investment priority Investment Priority (d) to TO 6 (ERDF): Protecting ang

restoring biodiversity and soil and promoting ecosystem sery
including through Mdtura200Q and green infrastructures

In the period 2014 2020 inding of the following measures, identified in the NPA$
envisaged:

Developmentand implementation of management approach for Mtura 2000 sites
and improvement of Natura 2000 management capacityr( 25, m 26, m 82, m 102
from NPAF)

1 Development of analyseand research justifying timeanagement of Natura 2006
the national structurdor NPAF implementation managament avfdthe approach fo
development of management plans;

1 Initial financing of the management structure for Natura 2000, incl. manage
systemssalaries, equipment, etc.

Beneficiaries structuresof/bodies within theMinistry of Environment andWater
(MoEW), responsible for establishment and implementation of Natura 2000 po
Managemenstructure for Natura 2000

Investmentsfor maintenance andimprovement of Natura 2000species and natural
habitats conservation statugm 22,m 43,m 96,m 97,m 98,m 99,m 109from NPAF)
1 Restoration and maintenance of natural habitats and species habidgisptection o
speciesprioritisedbased on the mapping results in 2013, on the basis of NPAF me
and on the measures identified in management phton plans and other releva
documents;

1 Establishmeriteconstruction/rehabilitation of infrastructurecessary for restoratig
and maintenance for natak habitatsand species, incfor monitoring of speciesfor
decrease of infrastructure exploitation influence, etc.

Beneficiaries structuresof/bodies within theVloEW and Ministry of AgricultureFood
and Forestry(MAFF) (Executive Forest Agency and its structurgsgsponsible fo
establishment and implementation of Natura 2000 p&dicynprovement of conserviim
status of species and habgd¥lanagement structure for Natura 20@@nprofit legal
entities municipalities scierceinstitutes.

Identifying and complementing the establishment ofNatura 2000. Analyses and

research of species and natural habitats subject to reporting under Article 17 of th
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Habitats Directive and Article 12 of the Birds Directive inthe marine and caastal
areasand the terrestrial part of the country (m 1, m 2, m 62,m 63 from NPAF)

1 Conducting scientific researdield studies, compiling databases, completing stan
forms, development and implementation of methodologies for conservation
asessmentPreparation and issuance of orders faigeation of new sites and/or chan
of the boundaries of existing sites

1 Analyses and research of species and habitats in the terrestrial part of the aod
in marine and coastal areafevelopment r@ad implementation omethodologies an
schemes for monitoring and assesssment of the conservation assesssment of th
resultsParticular priority should be given to species with a hidden lifestyle and to s
and habitats that are@nsubject tanodelling;

1 Assessments of green infrastructure elements status in the teraestinahrine and
coastal areas part ofitNra2000.

Beneficiaries structuresof/bodies within theMoEW, responsible forcollection and
maintenance of speciesd habitatslatg its reporting to EUand for the designation ¢
Natura sites

Preparation/update/harmonisation of managementplans for Natura 2000 sites,
action plansand other strategic documentgm 16, m 20 from NPAF)

1 Development orupdate of Natura 200@Gnanagemet plans or otherequivalent
documents

1 Developmen/update of species action plans accroding to F1 and F2 priorities
NPAF and other species part of EU natpretection legislation, iddiied as
endangered or witBU level priority.

Beneficiaries structuresof/bodies within the MoEWANnd theMAFF (Executive Fores
Agency and its structurgs responsible for development/update of Natura 2
management plans and action plansynicipalities,sciencenstitutes nonprofit legal
entities Managemenstructure for Natura 2000

Support for development and management of ecosystem servi¢es17from NPAF)
1 Verification of the elaborated methodologies for assessment of ecosystems ar
servicesand their daptationf necessary

1 Assessment of ecastemsand theirservices
1 Assessment of ecosystem services economic value and development of a sch
their paid usefor Natura 2000 sitesincluding promoting their integration into tH
accounting and reporting systems;

9 Development of a programme tnonitor ecosystems statt&ummary of the data
national level and reporting to the EC

Beneficiaries structuresof/bodies within theMoEW and MAFF, responsible fo
establishment and implementation of the ecosystems services. policy

Development and maintenance of shared vision for Idtura 2000 network in
Bulgaria (m 15,m 32,m 33,m 34,m 35,m 74,m 75,m 76 from NPAF)

1 Planning and implementation of natioaald supportingnformation campaigns

1 Organisation and holding of annual national/intéoreal forumandannual nationa
competition for best projects

i Organisation and holding of innovatieavironmental events
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i Establishment, organisation and operation of virtual office that will ensure 1
relations etc

Beneficiaries structuresof/bodies within theMoEW, responsible for the policy fq
establishment and maintenance of shared visioN#&ura 2000Management structur
for Natura 2000National structure repsonsible for NPAF managementprofit legal
entities municipalities

Technical assistance for management of NPAF and NICS (m 36, m 64m NPAF)
1 Organisation antolding of meetings of NPAF and NICS monitoring committee.
1 Monitoring, assessment and reporting of NPAF and NICS implementation.

Beneficiaries National structureepsonsible for NPAF management

The scope of the above measures is indicativgpemddes guidnce, as described in tH
NPAF.

Key target groups: affected groups (owners and users of land, forests and water

and the populatian

2.A.6.2Guiding Principles for Selection ofOperations

(ReferenceArticle 96(2)b)( iii) of Regulation(EU) No 1303/2013

Investment priority

Investment Priority (d) to TO 6 (ERDF): Protecting anc
restoring biodiversity and soil and gmnoting ecosysten
services including through Mtura 200Q and green
infrastructures

When providing grants under Priority AxisaNira2000 and biodiversitpoth the basic
horizontal principles- legality, partnership, transparency and publicitgequal
opportunities nondiscrimination and gender equality as well asthe following
principles will be applied:

1 Funding based on legislatiori Funding will be provided entirely for operatio
with activities and asts that meet the EU and national legislation requiremems
high percentage of the country area with designatdr&l2000 sites, determine
the substantialfinancing needs for magement, conservation, maintenance
restoration of the species ahdbitats. The measures which will be funded are
out in the NPAF, developed in pursuance of the Habitats Directive. Such me
are completing the process of establishment atiuld 2000 network, reporting o
the status of species and habitats, Btoority will be given to measures, whig
should be implemented in the shortest time possible according to the legi
commitments.

1 Sustainable developmentand resource efficiencyi The funded projects wil
contribute to the biodiversity conservatiofhe implementation of measures f
information, awareness raising ahdilding of stakeholdergapacity will create 4
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lasting understanding of thealira2000 network as an opportunitgther than as
limitation. The measures fassessment of ecosysteervicesand theireconomic
value (provided by Btura2000 sites) and development of a scheme for their
use will encourage sustainallevebpmentand resource efficiency dieeconomic
activitiesof the societyThe measures will contribute to inaseng the employmen
as the local communities will be encouraged to develop environmentally fri
economic activitiesThe Guidelines for Integration of EP and CERPhase I
envisge elaboration of criteria for assessment of operations that contribtie
environment and nature protectjaustainable development and resource efficie

1 Integrity of the investmentsi TheNPAF identifies the sources of funding for ec
measure, as some measures are assigned more than one source offhrscimd.
facilitate the potential beneficiaries to focus on the development of integ
projects where the performance of activities under such projects is appropgda
implementation of activities with LIFE and OPE fundinghese opportunities wi
be pronotedduringinformation campaigns.

1 Taking into account the needs of local communitie§Community-led local
development)- The measures set out in the NPAF are proposed arulistied
among a wide range of stakeholders engaged in the management and ingtiem
of activities under Mtura 2000, owners and users of land withiratbra 2000
network. The funded projects will ensure sustainability of the local develop
taking inb account the characteristics and needs of the local comntir@tygh the
incluson of measures from the NPAF in the CLLD strategies.

1 Climate change mitigation and adaptation disaster resilience Themeasures fo
green infrastructure will contribute to the climate change mitigation and adag
and disasters resilience, besidesithprovement ofNatura 2000 coherency.

2.A.6.3 Planned useof financial instruments (where appropriate)

(ReferenceArticle 96(2)(b)(iii) of Regulation (E))No 1303/2013

Investment priority

Investment Priority (d) to TO 6 (ERDF): Protecting
and restoring biodiversity and soil and promot
ecosystem servicemcluding through Mtura200Q and
green infrastructures

Planned use of financial
instruments

NOT APPLICABLE

2.A.6.4 Planned useof major projects (whereappropriate)

(ReferenceArticle 96(2)(b)(iii) of Regulation (E)y No 1303/2013

Investment priority
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Investment Priority (d) to TO 6 (ERDF): Protecting
and restoring biodiversity and soil and promot
ecosystem services, including throughtiva2000, and
green infrastructure.

NOT PLANNED

A.6.5 Performance indicators by investment prities and where appropriateby categories
of regions

(ReferenceArticle 96(2)b)(iv) of Regulation (E)) No 1303/2013
Table 5: Common and programmespecificoutput indicators

(By investment priorities, loken down by categories of regions foetBESF and where
appropriaté for the ERDF)

Identificat Indicator Measurem| Fund | Category Target valué? Frequency
ion ent unit of region (2023) Source of data of
(where reporting
approp
riate) MW T

Surface area
of habitats
supported in Hectares ERD deI:/eeTcSJ e 1565 Project pogress Annuall
C023 order to F dre io% 6684 reports OPE y
attain a bettel 9 MA
conservation
status
Surface area ERD Less Proiect moaress
of habitats of develope 2878 Ject pog Annually
3.4 . hectares F . 5 reports OPE
species d region 749 MA
supported in

43 The ESF list includes the common performance indicators that have been defined walameThe target
values may be presented as a teédle(men + women) oboroken dowrby gender. In terms of the ERDF
and the Cohesion Fund the distribution by gender in the most cases is not rélévernen WO =
womerfiT &= total

44 The target value is defined through ematistical analysis of the area of habitats (in ha) that will litsinef
the measures implemented and financed under OPE-ZTA@ The habitats area used in the-geo

statistical anal ysi g andsassassanent of tha toesdrvatiom status of Aalielp p i n
habitats and speciégsp hase | 0 project.

45 The targé value is calculated through gstatistical analysis. The habitats areas are calculated by their outer
borders and without overlapping, and takee account the measures which will be financed under OPE.
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orderto
attain a bettel
conservation
status
Mapped ERD del:/?s e Projectprogress
3.5 Natura 2000| number F d reai P 17 reports OPE Annually
: ) region
marine sites MA
informaton ERD | eveiope Projectprogress
3.6 . number F op 3 reports OPE Annually
campaigns d region MA
carried out
Natura 2000 Less
area with ERD develope Projectprogress
3.7 established | hectares F d reai P 4104 320| reports OPE Annually
region
management| MA
structure

2. ¢ . 7 Social innovation transnational cooperation andcontribution to thematic

objectives1-746
Specific provisions fothe ESFE’, whereapplicable (bypriorities axis andvhere appropriate
by categories of regiojissocial innovationtransnationatooperation anccontributionof the

ESF bythematic objectives-7.

Description of theontribution of the activitieander thepriority axis plannedor:

T thesocial innovatior(if not covered by a dedicatgutiority axis);
i thetransnational cooperatidif not covered by a dedicatgutiority axis);
T thematicobjectives set out in Article 9(1) to (7) Regulation (EU) No 1303/2013

Priority axis

NOT APPLICABLE

46 Only for programmesupported by the ESF

a7

programmespecificperformance indicators
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2. ¢.

8 Performanceframework

(ReferenceArticle Article 96(2)(b)(v),and Annexl to Regulation (EY No 1303/2013

Table 6: Performance framework of the priority axis

(by fund and category of regiyfi

Prior
ity
axis

Type of indicator
(Basic step dr
implementation,
financial
indicators,
performance
indicator orwhere
appropriate -
indicator of the
resulty

Identifi
cation

Indicator or
basic step of
implementation

Measurem
ent unit,
where
appropriat
e

Fund

Category
of region

Milestone | Final objective | Source of data
for 20184° | (2023}°
MWT M | W

Explanation
significance
indicator,

appropriate

of the
of the
where

48

49
50
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womem T ototat.
= nra@vamem T W0 =

tot al

Whenthe YElis implemented under a certain priority axis thilestonesandYEI objectives should bdistinguishe from the othemilestonesandobjectives laid down in the
priority axis in accordanceith the implementing act®ferred to in Article22(7) fifth subparagrapbf Regulation (E)JJNo 1303/2013since the YEI fundéspecific allocations

and the matchin&SF suppoitare excluded frorthe performance reserve
Themilestones may be presented in general (men + women) or broken down by feidenen W fi
The target values may be presented as a total value (men + wonfeokendown by gender
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Surfacearea of

Target value:
according to the geo
statistical analysis of

the area of habitats
Milestone value:

EN

habitats Less Project calculated on the basi
supported in progress of themeasures
Output indicator | CO23 | order to attain af Hectares ERDF devel_oped 72234;62 1565 668 reports, OPE planned to be
better region ' MA completed by 2019
conservation provided support for
status mapping of the maring
environment siteand
stakeholder
information for marine
protected areas.
Total amount of]
Financial the . eligibe Less Certifying The milestone is _
indicator 7 expgndlture Euro ERDE deve[oped 7097 94569 authority calculated on the basi
certified by the region 30000 626,00 of the2007#2013
Certifying programming period
authority
Output indicator 34 Suhrface area of Hectares ERDF Less 0 2878 749 Project Tar_get value:
abtats of developed progress according to the geo
82
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species region reports OPE statistical analysis of
supported in MA the area of habitats
order to attain a
better
conservation
status
National Less Project
- information ERDF progress According to the
Outputindicgor | 3.6 campaigns | NUmber di‘e’e'igf]ed reports, OPE | NPAF andNCIS,
carried out 9 MA
. It is expected in 2018
Species .
. . based on conservatio
supported in Less Project
Key . measures takeat least
. . order to attain & ERDF | developed progress .
implementation 3.8 Number . one species to be
better region reports OPE .
step . supported in order to
conservation MA .
achievea bette
status .
conservation status

Further information about treuditative indicatorson the creation ahe implementation framework (Optiopal

EN
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2. ¢. 9 Categories ofinterventions
(ReferenceArticle 96(2)(b)(vi) of Regulation (EY No 1303/2013

Categories of interventionsorresponding tadhe content ofthe priority axisbased on a
nomenclature adoptday the Commissioand indicative distribtion of the EU support

Tables ® 11: Categories of interventions?
(By funds anctategories of region# the priority axiscomprises more thame fund category
of region)

Table 7: Dimension 1- Area of Intervention
Fund

Category of region

Priority axis Code Amount (in EUR)

Naturm 2000 and Biodiversity 085 Protection and enhancem¢ 14270 78900
of biodiversity, nature protectiol
andgreen infrastructure

086 Protection, restoration ar| 66113 39300
sustainable use of Natura 20(
sites

Table 8: Dimension 2- Form of funding
Fund

Category ofegion

Priority axis Code Amount (in EUR)

Natura2000 and Biodiversity 01 Non-repayable grant 80384 18200

Table 9: Dimension 3i Type of territory
Fund

Category of region

Priority axis Code \ Amount (in EUR)

51 The amountsinclude the total Union support (main allocation and allocation of funds from the

performanceeservé.
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Natura2000 and Biodiversity

07 Not applicable

80384 182,00

Table 10: Dimension 4- Territorial mechanisms for implementation

Fund

Category of region

Priority axis

Code

Amount (in EUR)

Natura2000 and Biodiversity

06 Communityled local development
initiatives

5855092,93

Natura2000 and Biodiversity

07 Not applicable

74529089,07

Table 11:Dimension671 A

dditional theme for the ESP? (only for the ESF)

Fund

Category of region

Priority axis

Code

Amount (in EUR)

NOT APPLICABLE

NOT APPLICABLE

NOT APPLICABLE

2.A.10 Summary of the planned use of technical assistance, including, if necessary, the
actions to straighten the administative capacity of the bodies involved in the management
and control of the programmes and of the beneficiarievhere appropriate)

(By priority axes)

(ReferenceArticle 96(2)b)(vii) of Regulation (E))No 1303/2013

Priority axis

52 Whereappropriateit includesquantitativeinformationaboutthe contributionof the ESF by thehematic

objectivessetoutin Article 9(1)(1) i (7) of Regulation(EU) No 1303/2013
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Measures with regard to the preparation of tieEessary project documentati
including development/update of feasibility studies, financial and economic an
costbenefit analysis, preparation of public procurement documentation for the g
included in the project etc. will be financaedde Priority axis 3

Specialized trainings for enhancing the capacity of stakeholders which are resp
for the managemendnd development of Natura 2000 (m 82 from NPAF) will
supported under PA3The aim is to enhanamapacityof the relevantstakeholdershat
are in charge of Natura 2000 planning, programming of the network developme
management. Trainings for imgyement of the capacity of the management structur,
Natura 2000 will also be supported un@A3 as a matter ofrjrity.

2.A Description of the priority axes other than technical assistance
(ReferenceArticle 96(2)b) of Regulation (EYYNo 13032013

2.A.1 Priority axis (repeated for each priority axis)

Identification of the
priority axis PRIORITY AXIS 4

Name of the priority

axis FLOOD AND LANDSLIDES RISK PREVENTION AND
MANAGEMENT

[ ] The wholepriority axiswill be implementeo
only through financial instruments

[] The wholepriority axiswill be implementeg
only throughfinancial instrumentrganised at
EU level

[] The wholepriority axiswill be implementeg
only throughcommunityled local development

[ ] For the ESE The whole priority axis is
intenckd for social innovatign transnational
cooperatioror both of them

2 . ¢ . 2. Justification for determination of a certain priority axis, which coversmore
than onecategory of region thematic objectiveor fund (where applicald)

(ReferenceArticle 96(1) of RegulatiodEU) No 1303/2013

86

EN



NOT APPLICABLE. OPE 20142020 covers the territory of the whole country, i.e. all reg
(NUTS 1I). All of those are categorized as less develamgibns. Priority Axis4 aimsto
achieve Thematic Objective B8P r omot i ng c¢ | i ma trisk peVertiongana(
mana e m eai thedseneraRegulation Priority Axis 4 is co-financed by the CF

2 . ¢Fund, category of region andbasis forcalculation of theEU support

(Repeatedor each combinatiowithin the priorityaxis)

Fund

Cohesion Fund

Category of region

Not applicable

Basis for calculatioiftotal eligible

costs or eligible  public o '
expenditury Publiceligible expenditure

Category ofthe outermostegions
and northern sparselypopulated .
areagwhere applicable) Not applicable

2 . ¢lnvdstment priority

(Repeated for each investment priority under the priority axis)

Investmenpriority

Investment Priority b (i) to TO 5(CF): Promoting
investment to address specific risks, ensuring disg
resilience and developy disaster manageme
systems.

2.A.5. Specificobjectivescorresponding to theinvestment priority and expected results

(Repeated for each investment priority under the priority axis)
(ReferenceArticle 96(2)(b)(i) and (ii) of Regulation (EY) No 1303/2013

Identification

SPECIFIC OBJECTIVE 1
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Specific objective

Increasing the flood protection and the preparedness of the popdiat
an adequate response to floods

Results which the
Member State
should seek to
achieve withthe
EU support

The measures within thriority axiswill contribute to increase th
protection of the populationagainst floodsand to fulfill the
requirements of Directive 20/60/EC.

Part of the investments under this priority axis esisurdlood risk
prevention and management in the urban ard&gh the
implementation ofprojectson construction strengthemig and/or
rehabilitation of protectioninfrastructure and/or water retenti
facilities, an adequate infrastructure capable of handling |
volumes of water generated in a short tim# be ensuredin
implementation of the planned measures consistertbyMeasure
71 of the NPAFfor Natura2000will be sought. This will contributg
to achieving the objectives of the Danube Strategy, as well.

The existing hydrological information networkill be optimized
and moderniz# including establishment and epment of
telemetry monitoringstations at the trartsoundary rivers near th
state boundaries'he purchase and establishment of radar sta
will help to monitor rainfallareason the territory of the countnAs
a result of these measutés monitorirg of the fast changing wat
cycle characteristics (rainfalls, snowmelt, river flow) with regar
extreme events such as floods and droygtitsbe improved.

The establishment of Bational Real Time Water Manageme
Systemwill ensurebetter forecasing and early warning. The
centralized collection, processing and analysis ofirtf@mation
throughthe systemwill allow for moreeffective decisions relate
to the management arfidr efficient distribution of tasks betwee
all institutions responsiblér its management and exploitatidn
MOEW, Basin Directorates, National Institute on Meteorology
Hydrology, Dams and CascadesNEC JSC Irrigation Systems
JSC Executive Agency for Exploratioand Maintenance of th
Danube River etc.

The establisment of six centers forincreasing the populatio
preparedness for an adequate response to fleokishelp to
enhance the culture for disaster protection dhe level of
preparednesat all manageent levels and isocietyas well, using
experiencescience researchndinnovations

Under the priority axighe conduction of researches, assessn

and studiewill be supportedor the development of theecond
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FRMPs for the perio@021-2027, thusbuilding on what has bee
achieved in the 2002013 progrenming period.

Identification

SPECIFIC OBJECTIVE

Specific objective

Increasing the protection of the population from landslides

Results whichthe
Member State
should seek to
achieve withthe
EU support

Taking into account the significant needs andrder to focus th¢
financial resource in the most urgent sites, the investments w
targeted at a small number of landslides objects buhigtier
priority for the human health and life and of national or with sg
importance.

As a resultof the implementation oforojects for construction G
fortification facilities infrastructure facilities to lower th
groundwater level and / or removal of surface water, measut
ensure the stability of the landslide slaal othersthe necessar
action todeal with natural landslidesill be implemented

In order to reduce thpopulation at risknterventions are planneg
for landslide objects under category A, B or C, and uhdéand
lll class accordingoOr di nance ~ indg2grdtestive
constructions, buildings and facilitieslandslide aregdaking into
accountheprojects readinessf the beneficiaries
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Programme-specific performance indicators by specificobjectives (for theERDF and the Cohesion Fund)

(ReferenceArticle 96(2) (b)(ii) of Regulation (EY) No 1303/2013

Identification Indicator Measurement unit Category of| Baseline value Base year | Target valué® (2023) Source of data Frequency of
region reporting
(where
appropriate)
Areas* with significant
potentialflood riskwhich
population has ng Beneficiaries 2019
4.1 preparedness for 4 Number N-A 116 2013 26 MoEW 2021
adequate response 2023
floods
Municipalities, 2019
4.2 Populatioret risk of persons N.A. 520 000 2012 460 000 Geoprotection | 5>
landslides Societies 2023
MRDPW

53|n terms of theERDFandthe Cohesion Funthetargetvaluesmaybe qualitative or quantitative

54 Areaswith significant potential flood risk (ABFRs)identified as a result gfreliminary flood risk assessment under paragraph 2 of Articlé#rettive 2007/60/EC on the assessment
and managemeiwf flood riskswhich in Bulgaria are 116 (baseline value)
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Table 4:

NOT APPLICABLE
(ReferenceArticle 96(2)b)(ii) of Regulation (EYyNo 1303/2013

Common performance indicators that have been defined a target valueand programme-specific performance indicators
corresponding to thespecific objective(by investmentpriorities and categories ofregions) (for the ESF)

Identification Indicator Category of | Indicator Common Baseline Measurement | Base year | Target value * | Source of| Frequency of
region measurement performance value unit of the base (2023) data reporting
unit indicator used as a| and target
basis for value
determining target MW M F T
values
55 The list includeszommon performance inditorsthat have been defined a target vadmelall programme-specificperformancendicators. Thetarget valuesf the common

performance indicatorshould bequantified The target values of th@rogranme-specificperformance indicatonmay bequalitative or quantitativeThey maybe presented
asatotal value(men+ women)or broken @wn by gendeand thebaselinevaluesmay beadjusted accordinglyiMo = men fiWo=womenfi T Dtotal

EN
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Table4da: Performance indicators for YEI and programme-specificperformance indicators corresponding to thespecific objectivei
NOT APPLICABLE

(By priority axesor part of thepriority axis)
(ReferenceArticle 19(3) of RegulatiofEU) No 1304/2013f the EuropeaRarliament andf the Councii®)

Identification Indicator Indicator Common Baseline Measurement | Base year Target value57 Source of | Frequency of
measurement performance value unit of the base data reporting
; L (2023)
unit indicator used as a and target

basis for value
determining target MW, T M w T
values

56

57

EN

Regulation (EU) NdL.304/2013 of the European Parliament anthefCouncil of 17 December 2013 on the European Social &uwhdepealing
Regulation (EC) Nd.081/2006 (OJ L 347, 20 December 2013, p. 470)

The list includesommon performance indicators that have l#sfimed a target valugndall programmespecificperformance indicator3.he
target value®f the commorperformance indicatorshould bequantified The target values of therogrammespecificperformance indicators
may bequalitative or quantitativeAll performance indicators in Annex Il to RegulatiiJ) No 1304/2013 used to monitor théEl
implementation should be bind to a quantified target value. The target values may be presented as a total value (meor+bvodeeaown
by genderandthebdsé ne val ues may be adnyiWwe twentkniialcoc o=r diontgally.. @A Mo =
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2 . ¢ .Aétions whichwill be supported within the Investment Priority
(By investment priorities

2. ¢ . 6. Descriptionof the types of examples factionswhich will be supportedand
their expectedcontribution to the achievementf the specific objetives
including, whereappropriate jdentification of the maintarget groupsspecific
targetareas andcategories of beneficiaries

(ReferenceArticle 96(2)b)(iii) of Regulation (E))No 1303/2013

Investment priority

Investment Priority b (ii) to TO 5 (CF): Promoting investmen
to address specific risks, ensuring disaster resilience
developing disaster management systems.

Theactivities and measures under the inresnt priority address the flood risk, disag
resilience and prevention of the risk for the human health and the environment,
as limitation of the consequenagfsthese disasterThe planned measuresll raise the
public awareness anthe levelof preparedness, as well as lead up to more effe
responseto floods, together with increasing the risk protection and communic
among the population in the areas with potential significant risk.

Otheractivities and measures under the investnpeidrity address the landslides ri
and the risk prevention for the human health and the environment, as well as lin
of the consequences of such disasters.

In addition a contribution to priority area Enviraental Risk Management of the E
Strategy for the Danube Region will be ensured.

1. Flood risk prevention and managemenmeasures

1.1.Establishment ofNational Real Time Water Management SysteniNRTWMS)
I phased implementation approach is envisagedaduithtionof 7 yearsA pilot project
for Iskar Riverwill be implementedhitially (Phase), followed bythe main one for th
restl2 main rivers (Ogosta, Vit, Osam, Yantra, Rusenski Lom, Provadiyska, Kam
Tundzha, Maritsa, Arda, Mesta, Strumegvering the whole territory of the aatry.

1 Planning, designing and establishind\ational Real Time Water Manageme
System TheSystemwill be a web based system for monitoring and forecastin
rainfalls and river flows, including the exploitation of dams, aimed at optim
dams discharginfpr different purposes, as well as ensuring better managem
high water and a@rught periods. The system will be established based on the ey
hydrological system for real time data, which will be duly optimized
modernized with telemetry autoti@devices providing the necessary informat
in real time for the water quantitp the relevant stakeholders and the public.
Systemwill provide short, medium and loAgrm hydrological forecasts for th
inland water resources. It will assess tlood and drought risk and will perfor
activities related to water management armtgrtion from their negative impag
helping to take weltimed decisions and undertake adequate measures [
competent authorities. THgystemwill cover inland surfacevaterat the territory

of the countryWhen establishing the System thessibility for an upgradén the
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future will be foreseenallowing the inclusion of coastal marine water and z¢
management.

1 Securing functionindiRTWMS (planning, design and egument), namely: earl
warning systems ahtools to improve forecasting of flood and drought risk an
improve the management of flood and drought risk.

Beneficiaries structures of/bodies within thdinistry of Environment andVater
Target groups: MOEW, Basin Directorates, National Instituten Meteorology ang
Hydrology to theMinistry of Education and SciencBams and CascadeNEC JSC
Irrigation SystemdSGC the Executive Agency for Exploration and Maintenance of
Danube River, DG Fire Safety afivil Protection to the Ministry of InterioEXAFA,
countryés popul ation etc.

1.2. Measures related to flood risk prevention and management solutions, includir]
ecosysterrbased approach

1 Activities on restoration of floodplains;
1 Activities related taheimprovement of water retentions;
1 Activities related to biological fortification of the banks;

1 Activities related to risk prevention in urban areas design ang
construction/strengthening/rehabilitatibquidation of protection infrastructurg
and/or vaterretention facilitiesand/orhydro-technical solutions.

The implementation of thégreen infrastructufemeasures shall be based on adeq
planning and taking into account all environmental risks in order to avoid actihiie
could lead to negate cansequencesr significant negativémpacton the environmen
and population in the countiyespecially raising the flood ristontraryto the priority
axisspecfic objectivel. When supporting hydstechnical measures a compliance W
the WFD and BMPsshall be guaranteed.

Beneficiaries: Municipalities

Targetgroups:Countryés popul ati on.

1.3. Establishment of six centers to increase the preparedness of the population f
an adequate response to floodwith focus on young people (children andrtagers),
business (SME), volunteers for providiagsistancen situations of floodingln order to
use part of theailable facilitiesthe six centerswill be established irsome of the
existing training centers

A Rehabilitation/modernization/optimizatiaf 6 (six) of the existingegionalcivil
protectiontraining center$or the population;

A Alignment of existingtraining polygonsin the 6centers witththe specific needs
related tdlood responsgincl. simulatiors of spill situations

A Delivery of the recessary equipmentacilities, materialsfor the centers fo

simulationsfor increasng the populationpreparednes®r flood response
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A Rehabilitation (and if needed construction) safpporting infrastructure (e.
power supply, road, water supply), whigkrves the constructed plants

A Designing/updating and applying methodologies increasing the populatio
preparedness for an adequate flood respanddraining:
o theoreticall for applying the methodologigs
o practicali joint flood protectiortrainingsfor the target groups; preventi
measuresto be implementedby the target groupsestablishing of
demonstration protectiver green infrastructure withithe practical
trainingy, etc.

A Technical assistance fteasibility studies, investment desjgt.
Beneficiaries Chief Directorate Fire Safety and Civil ProtectionMI.

Targetgroups:Countrydés population, young p
(SME), volunteers.

1.4. Implementation of studies and assessments related to tipeeparation of the
FRMPs for the period 20217 2027 (to be developed in the period 203821),which
should cover all aspects of the flood risk management with a focus on the prev
protection and preparedness, taking into account the climate chnapaet.iTrhe FRVIPs
elaboration stages (in accordance with the Floods Directive) will be coordinate
national level.Consistencyand coherence with thBecision 1313/2013/Elbn "the
Union civil protection mechanism focusing on the prevention, preparedndsespores
to disasters"as well as synergy armbmplementaritywith the Communication CON
2009(82) on "A Community approach on the prevention of natural andnmade
disasterswill be guaranteed through the inclusion of all FRMR®es in th®isaster
risk reduction strategy 20:2020and theNational Programme for Disasters Protect
20142018 Within the FRMPs, in addition to the prevention and protection meas
activities for flood warning and preparedness, as wefbasducation and strengtheni
the capacity of the competent authorities for flood risk management will be includi

Beneficiaries structures of/bodies within thdinistry of Environment andVater

Target groups: MOEW, Basin DirectoratesEXAFA, muni ci pal it
population etc.

2. Measures for landslides risk prevention and management

2.1. Preventive measures and activities for geological defense in register
landslides areaq(incl. areas affected by abrasion on the Black sea coast and eros
the Danube riverbank).

2.2. Measure and activities for geological defense in registered lands areas for
limitation of the landslides:
1 Feasibility studies (engineerisggological surveys, identification of engineerir,
geological areas, investment design etc.);
1 Construction of fortiftation facilities, incl. coast protection facilities (p
structures, retaining walls, dykes, etc.);

1 Construction of drainage structures for reducing of subsoil waters g
structures for leading surface waters outside the landslide area (pumping

sondages, systems for reducing of the surface watehesdjtetc.);
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1 Vertical planning and other measures in order to ensure stability of the slo

2.3.Construction/ repairing of Control and measurement systems (CIS) carried ou
monitoring of the landslides process in the registered areas.

Beneficiaries Municipalities; structures of/bodies within thMinistry of Regional
Developmenaind Public Works.

Target groups. Countrybdés population, muni ci
legal entiies under risk of landslide.

3. Demonstration/pilot projects for flood and landslides risk prevention and

managementand information campaigns for raising the public awareness in regarg
with these risks

The measure is aimed @tllecting, synthesising,igseminating and implementing ne
norttraditional successful management interventions, good practicks arethagemen
approaches ithefield of flood and landslidessk prevention and management and
climate changadaptation andesilience.

Bendiciaries: Municipalities,nonprofit legal entities.

Targetgroups:Countryo6és popul ati on.

2.A.6.2 Guiding Principlesfor Selection ofOperations

(ReferenceArticle 96(2)b)(iii) of Regulation (E))No 1303/2013

Investment priority

Investment Priority b (ii) to TO 5 (CF): Promoting investmen
to address specific risks, ensuring disaster resilience
developing disaster management systems.

All operations funded bthe ESIFwithin the priority axiscomply with the European ar|
national environmental legislatiowhen selecting operations bdtie basic horizonta
principles equal opportunities andhondiscrimination - legality, partnership
transparency and publicignd the following principles will bapplied

1 Funding based onthe needsi priority in the funding will be given télood risk
prevention and managemeprojectscontributing to the implementation of neeiaes
contained in FRMPas well as tgeoprotectia activitiesfor landslides objects include
in the Methodology for prioritizing landslides on the territory of Bulgaria, whict
elaborated by the Ministry of Regional Development and Public Waoakeng into
account the populatigorotection

1 Compliance with the Water Framework Directivei projects will be funded, th
implementation of whiclidoes notead todeterioration in the status of the water bod
in compliance with the WFD

1 Sustainable developmenti Funding will be provided forprojects which
implementation will contribute to the improvement of the environn(ient. coherence
with the NPAF for Natura2000) The projects will contribute to the human heg

protection andheprotectiono f t he r e gi aestablshing disasteorasiiee

96

EN



and prevention of negatiyodsimpact

1 Resource efficiencyi projects will be funded, which implementation W
contribute tachievingresource efficiency arichproving the environment by promotir
technologicakolutions that require less irstenent and operainal costs

1 Combating climate change, adaptation, dsters resiliencei in project
financing, where applicable, will be aimed at reducing greenhouse gas emi
adaptatiorto climate change anmbnstruction of disasteesilient infastructure.

2.A.6.3 Planned useof financial instruments(where appropriate)

(ReferenceArticle 96(2) (b)(iii) of Regulation (EY)No 1303/2013

Investment priority

Planned use of financial
instruments

NOT APPLICABLE

2.A.6.4 Planned use of major projectavhere appropriate)

(ReferenceArticle 96(2)b)(iii) of Regulation (E))No 1303/2013

Investment priority

NOT PLANNED

2.A.6.5 Performance indicators by investment priorities and where appropriatdy

categories of regions
(ReferenceArticle 96(2)b)(iv) of Regulation (E)) No 1303/2013

Table 5: Commonand programme-specific performance indicators

(By investment priorigs, broken down by categories of regions for the ESF and where

appropriaté for the ERDF)

EN

Identification | Indicator Measure | Fund Category of| Target value (2023} Source of data Frequency of
ment region reporting
unit (where
appropriate)
58 The ESF list includes the common performance indicators that have been defined a target value. The

target values may be presented as a t@tlle (men + women) obroken dowrby gender. In terms of

the ERDF and the Cohesiénind the distribution by gender in the most cases is not relééat. men

fiwo weomeniiTo toetal
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C0O20 . persons| CF N.A 2750000 | NSI, MOEW | Annualy
Population
benefiting
from flood
protection
measures
4.3 number| CF N.A 6 Beneficiaries, | Annually
Centers for,
increasing progress
the reports
population
preparedng
ss for flood
response
established
4.4 . hectare| CF N.A. 80 Beneficiaries, | Annually
Reinforced
landslide | > progress
area reports
MRDPW

EN

2 .. ®Social innovation transnational cooperation andcontribution to thematic objectives
18 7°°

Specific provisions fothe ESE®, whereapplicable (bypriorities axis andvhere appropriate
by categories of regiofissocial innovationtransnationatoopergéion andcontributionof the
ESF bythematic objectives-7.
Description of theontribution of the activitieander the priorityaxis plannedor:

i thesocial innovatior(if not covered by a dedicategmtiority axis);

T thetransnational cooperatidif not coveredby a dedicategriority axis);

T thematic objectives set out in Article 9(1) to (7) Regulation (EU) No 1303/2013

Priority axis

NOT APPLICABLE

59 Only for programmesupported by the ESF
60 The ESF list includes commauerformance indicators that have been defingdrget valueand all
programne-specificperformance indicators
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2. 6.

8

Performanceframework

(ReferenceArticle 96(2)b)(v) and Annexl to Regulation (EJ) No 1303/2013

Table 6:The performance framework of the priority axis

(by fund and category of regijt

Priority
axis

Type of
indicator
(Basic step
for
implementa
tion,
financial
indicators,
performanc
e indicator
or where
appropriate
- indicator
of the
resulty

Identific
ation

Indicator or
basic step of
implementation

Measureme
nt unit,
where
appropriat
e

Fund

Category of
region

Milestone | Final objective (2023%
for 20182
M W | T M W [T

Source

data

of

Explanation of
significance of
indicator,

appropriate

where

the
the

61

62
63

EN
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Whenthe YElis implemented under a certain priority axis thiestonesandYEI objectives should bdistinguished from the othenilestonesandobjectives laid down in the
priority axis in accordanceith the implemating actgeferred to in Article22(7), fifth subparagraplf Regulation (EQYNo 1303/2013since the YEI fundéspecific allocation
and the matching ESF suppoate excluded frorthe performance reserve
Themilestones may be presented in general (inammmen) or broken down by gendé&ko n¥en Wii womenfi T Ototat.

The target values may be presented as a total value (men + wonieaken down byenderiMo men W@ womenfiTo tetal
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Output C020 Population persons CF NA 1 300 000 2 750000 NSI, MoEW | The milestone is thg
indicator benefiting from persons benefiting b
flood protection the measures of th
measures pilot project for Iskar
river.
The target value is th
population of Bulgarig
according to the data
2011 census benefitin
by all flood protection
measures.

i re eignie | [MA 4500 000 73816 62400 | (E0CEY | Cefined on the bass d
expenditure the OPE 2002013
certified by the experience and on th
Certifying basis of the OH
authority Regional Developmen

20072013 experience
related to similar type
of measures.
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Output 4.4 Reinforced hectares CF NA Beneficiarie
indicator landslide area S, progress
reports
MRDPW

The  milestone g
defined on the basis ¢
the surface area of th
landslides expected
be reinforced by thg
end of 2018, taking intg
account the project
readiness.

The target value is
defined on the basis ¢
the dojects included in
a draft list of priority
objects Thedraftlist is
under revision in
coordination with the
Ministry of Regional
Development and
Public Works, due td
the disastersituations
as a result of the
adverse weathe
conditions in  the
country in late 2014
and early 2015.

Further information about trgualitative indicatoren the creation ahe implementation framewoKkOptiona)

The measures for théationalreal time water management systaraenvisaged to be implemented in hainriver valleys A pilot project will be

implemented for Iskar river.
In the Danube region IskarRiver, OgostaRiver, Vit River, Osan River, YantraRiver, Russenski LonRiver.
In the Black sea regioin Provadiyska Rier, Kamchia River

EN
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In the EastAegean regioii Tundzha River, Maritsa River, Arda River
In the WestAegean regiofi Mesta River, Struma River

EN
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2. ¢. 9 Categories ofinterventions
(ReferenceArticle 96(2)b)(vi) of Regulation (E)) No 1303/2013

Catkgories of interventionsorresponding tadhe content ofthe priority axisbased on a
nomenclature adoptdry the Commissioand indicative distributionf the EU support

Tables ® 11: Categories of intervention$§*
(By funds anctategories of regiond,thepriority axiscompises more thaane fund category
of region)

Table 7: Dimension 1- Area of Intervention
Fund

Category of region

Priority axis Code Amount (in EUR)

Flood and Landslides Risk | 087 Adaptation to climate chang
Prevention and Management measures and prevention a
managment of climate relateq
risks e.g. erosion, fires, flooding

storms and drought, includin 62744 13000
awareness raising, civil protectig
and disaster management syste
and infrastructures
Table 8: Dimension 2- Form of funding
Fund
Category of region
Priority axis Code Amount (in EUR)
Flood and Landslides Risk | 01 Non-repayable grant
Prevention and Management 62744 130,00
Table 9: Dimension 3i Type of territory
Fund
Category of region
Priority axis Code | Amount (in EUR)
64 The amountsinclude the total Union support (main allocation and allocation of funds from the

performanceeservé.
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Flood and Landslides Risk | 07 Not applicable 62744 13000
Prevention and Management

Table 10 Dimension 4- Territorial mechanisms for implementation
Fund

Category ofegion

Priority axis Code Amount (in EUR)
Flood and Landslides Risk | 07 Not applicable 62744 13000
Prevention and Management

Table 11:Dimension 6i Additional theme for the ESF®® (only for the ESF)

Fund

Category of region

Priority axis Code Amount (in EUR)

NOT APPLICABLE NOT APPLICABLE NOT APPLICABLE

2.A.10 Summary of the planned use of technical assistance, including, if necessary, the
actions to straighten the administrative capacity of the bodies involved in the management
and control of the programmes and of the beneficiarie$where appropriate)

(By priority axes)

(ReferenceArticle 96(2)b)(vii) of Regulation (EY) No 1303/2013

Priority axis Flood and landslides risk prevention g
management

In the framework of theprojects under this priority axis measures with regard tg
preparation of the necessary project documentation, including development/up
feasibility studies, financial and economic analysisj-benefit analysis, preparation
public procurementiocumentation for the actions included in the projects, etc. w
financed under the priority axes.

65 Whereappropriateit includesquantitativeinformationaboutthe contributionof the ESFby thethematic
objectivessetoutin Article 9(1)(1) i (7) of Regulation(EU) No 1303/2013
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2.A Description of the priority axes other than technical assistance
(ReferenceArticle 96(2(b) of Regulation (EYNo 1303/2013

2.A.1Priority axis (repeated for each priority axis)

Identification of the priority axis
PRIORITY AXIS 5

Name of the priority axis

IMPROVEMENT OF THE AMBIENT AIR
QUALITY

[] The wholepriority axiswill be implementeg
only through financial instruments

[ ] The wholepriority axiswill be implementeo
only throughfinancid instrumentsorganisedat
EU level

[ ] The wholepriority axiswill be implementeo
only throughcommunityled local development

[ ] For the ESE The whole priority axis is
intended for social innovatigntransnational
cooperatioror both of them

2 . ¢ . 2. Justification for determination of a certain priority axis, which covers more
than one category of region, thematic objective or fundwhere applicable)

(ReferenceArticle 96(1) of RegulationEU) No 1303/2013

<2A.0 type="S" maxlength="3500" inji="M">

NOT APPLICABLE. Theterritorial scopeof the OPE2014- 2020 covers the territorgyf the
whole country; i.e. all regions(NUTS I1l). They are allcategorised akessdeveloped regions
Priority Axis 5 aims to achieve Thematic Objectivé fiPreservig and protecting th
environnent and promoting resource efficienof the General RegulatioRriority Axis 5Swill
be cofinancedby theCF.

2 . (Fund, category of region and basis for calculation of the EU support
(Repeated for each combination under the priority axis)

Fund

Cohesion Fund
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Category of region

Not applicable

Basis for calculatiorftotal amount
of the eligible costs oreligible

public expenditure

Publiceligible expenditure

Category ofthe outermostegions _
and northern sparselypopulated| Not applicable
areas(whereapplicable)

2 . d{nvestment priority

(Repeated for each investment priority under the priority axis)

Investment priority

Investment Priority ¢ (iv) to TO 6 (CF): Taking
action to improve the urban environmentrduitalize
cities, regenerate and decontaminate brownfield
(including conversion areas), reduce air pollution
promote noisgeduction measures

2.A.5. Specificobjectives corresponding to thenvestment priority and expected results

(Repeatedor each speci€ objectiveunderthe investment priority)

(ReferenceArticle 96(2)b)(i) and ii) of Regulation (EQNo 1303/2013

Identification

SPECIFIC OBJECTIVE 1

Specific objective

Reducing ambient air pollution by lowerirtge quantitiesof
PMzoand NOx

Results which th
Member Statshould
seekto achieve with
the EU support

The expected result of this priority axis isduction of the
quantities of PM10 and NOx a number of municipalities wit
poor air quality Taking adequate measures in conformity v
the local conditions to improve air quality will be ensu
throughreview and analysis of the municigabhnsfor ambient
air quality. In result, thepollutionsourcesnd the relevant sourg
apportionmentwill be identified. Emissionsinventoies from
those sourcesnd modelling will be performed, as well g
identificationof measureso improve the air qualitywhich are

adequateto the local condibns. The necessary measurg
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deadlines, responsible institats and means to tackle the m
source of pollution will be definedAs a resultfrom the
performed analysis, a revision/redrafting of the municipal p
will be supported, if necessary, for ensuring their high quali

The investmentmeasures will focus on the major sources
pollution - domestic heating and transpasthich will resut in
reduction of the air pollution at local levdh addition, he
interventions will demonstrate the economic and techr
feasibility of implementing the measures well agheir effect
on air quality thus allowingfor a longer term planningon a
larger scale

Considering thepecifiagty of the measuresndthelarge nunber
of factors and processes that would have an impact oagks,
the baselineand targetvalues of the result indicatorsvill be
establishedoy the end of 2016n fulfillment of action to the
general exante conditionality 7 (table 25) foreseeing
following:

1. Analysis of existing information and data from f
municipal air quality plans currently und
implementation or revision, scientifiterature, existing
experience, etc. with the aim of providing more pre
information for the purpose establishing baseline valt
of the result indicators

2. Elaboration of methodology for processing af
evaluation ofthe existing dataas well ascollection of
newdata,if needed.

3. Peer review of the methodology by experts and f
elaboration of the methotbgy.

4. Identification of the scope of measures, relating to
base year and baseline value set up (including colle
of the information neededor the purpose, such &
qguantity of emissions from the sources to be tackle
the measures)

5. Identificaion of the baseline value and setting tar
value of the indicater
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Table 3: Programme-specificresult indicators by specificobjectives (for theERDF and the Cohesion Fund)

(ReferenceArticle 96(2)b)(ii) of Regulation (E)) No 1303/2013

Identification Indicator Measurement unit Category of| Baseline value Base year Target valué® (2023) Source of data Frequency
region (where of reporting
appropriate)

Calculation data
and dispersior 2019
5.1 Quantity of PMo Tonnes per year 7347.71 2011 7017.71 modeling of the| 2021
emissions (whe | 2023
applicable)
66

EN

In terms of theERDFandthe Cohesion Funthetargetvaluesmay be qualitative or quantitative
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Table 4:

NOT APPLICABLE

(ReferenceArticle 96(2)b)(ii) of Regulation (EY)No 1303/2013

Common performance indicators that have been defined a target valueand programme-specific performance indicators
corresponding to thespecific objectve (by investmentpriorities and categories ofregions) (for the ESF)

Identification Indicator Category of | Indicator Common Baseline Measurement | Base year | Target value ¢ | Source of| Frequency of
region measurement performance value unit of the base (2023) data reporting
unit indicator used as 4 and target
basis for value
determining target MW M w
values
67 The list includezommon performanciedicatorsthat have been defined a target vadmelall programme-specificperformance indicator3.hetarget valesof the common

performance indicatorshould begquantified The target values of th@rogranme-specificperformance indicatonmiay bequalitative or quantitativelhey maybe presented
asatotal value(men+ women)or broken down by gendemnd thebaseine valuesmay beadjusted accordinglyiM0 = men fiWo = womerfiT 0 = total

EN
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Table 4a: Performance indicators for YEI and programme-specific performance indicators corresponding to thespecific objective- NOT
APPLICABLE

(By priority axesor part of thepriority axis)

(ReferenceArticle 193) of Regulatio{EU) No 1304/2013f the EuropeaRarliament andf the Councfi®)

Identification Indicator Indicator Common performance | Baseline Measurement | Base year Target valugg (2023) Source of data | Frequency of
measurement | indicator used as dasisfor | value unit of the base reporting
unit determiningtarget values and target

M‘W‘T value M ‘w ‘T

68 Regulation(EU) No 1304/2013f the EuropearParliamentindof the Councilof 17 Decembef013onthe EuropearSocialFundandrepealing

Regulation(EC) No 1081/2006 QJL 347,20 DecembeR013,p. 470)

69 The list includesommon performance indicators that have been defined a targetwalak programmespecificperformance indicator3.he

EN

target value®f the commorperformance indicatorshould bequantified The target vlues of theprogrammespecificperformance indicators

may bequalitative or quantitativeAll performance indicators innex Il to Regulation (B) no 1304/2013 used to monitor théEl
implementation should be bind to a quantified target value. The talyets may be presented as a total value (men + women) or broken down
by gender and the baseline values may be adjusted accordiviglymen W@ womeriiTo toetal
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2 . ¢ AdBans which will be supported within the Investment Priority

(By investment priorities

2. ¢ . 6. Descriptionof the types of examples factionswhich will be supportecand
their expectedcontribution to the achievementof the specific objetives
including, whereappropriate identification of the maintarget groupsspecific
targetareas andcategories of beneficiaries

(ReferenceArticle 96(2)b)(iii) of Regulation (E)yNo 1303/2013

Investmenpriority

Investment Priority c (iv) to TO 6 (CF): Taking action to improve th
urban environment, to revitalise cities, regenerate and decontan
brownfield sites (including conversion areas), reduce air pollution
promote noisereduction measures

List of measures to be supported under PA5:

1. Review and analysis of the municipal plans on ambient air qualitand support
for their subsequent preparation/revision, implementation and control

Under this prioty axis will be funded review and analysis of the municipal plan
ambient air quality of municipalities with poor air quality in respect of PM10N{Dx.

As a follow up measure, the municipalities will be assisted in the development of |
revisionof existing plans, their implementation and control.

Based on the results of the review and analysis of the plans, measures will be tg
developmat and optimization of air quality monitoring systertrsthe context of the
analysis of the municipallgns, if necessary, early warning systems of air pollutio
adverse weather conditions will be established.

During the review and analysis of the naipal plans on ambient air quality and th
further update, where applicable, a synergy with the Badtie Urban Mobility Plang
(SUMP) (if such are available) will be sought.

During the implementation of the measure, tésults of completed LIFProgamme
and Seventh Framework Programme (FPFdjectsas well as théong term capacity
building targetsn line with the Air Implementation Pil6tof the Eiropean Environmer|
Agency and DirectorateGeneral Environmenin the European Commissionill be
considered

2. Measures addressing pollution from domestic heating
The indicative measures to be finaneed related to:

0 http://www.eea.europaeuthemedair/activitiedthe-air-implementatiorpilot-project
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- replacement of stationary individual and mdidtimily domestic combustio
installations/boilers on solid fuél with respect to thdatter, priority will be given ta
investments which will be made in insulated buildings

- installation of PM filters on individual domestic combustion installations (w
technically and economically feasible);

- measures for alternative heatirggrving certain residential areéshich consist of
individual houses and/or small muleimily buildings using dal fuel for heating i
demarcation with OPRG 20142020 will be respected

- other supplementary measuradentified as appropriate by théeneficiaries tg
contribute to the achievement of the project objectora®sulting from the review an
analysisof the municipal air quality planand other measures in accordance
approved planning and strategic documents

3. Measures addressing pllution from public transport

The indicative measures to be financed are related to:

- measures to reduce emissdrom public transport vehicles including reduction of
use of conventional fuel in public transport, replacement of the public transport ve
exhaust systems (retrofitting);

- other supplementary measurgtentified as appropriate by the ben&fites to
contribute to the achievement of the project objectora®sulting from the review an
analysis of the municipal air quality plans

During theimplementation of the measuraader PA 5, the results and lessons le
from completedand ongoing LIFE Programme projectgotably EU LIFE Integrate(
Projects for air qualitywill be consideredvhere applicableand especially capacil
building and support possibilities provided ttne orgoing LIFE Integrated Project fq
Air Quality in Bulgaria wil be used to the fullest to reach maximum synergy effect

Beneficiaries: structuref/bodies wittn MOEW, municipalitieswith poor air quality

business entities, neprofit legal entities.

2.A.6.2Guiding Principlesfor Selection ofOperations

(ReferenceArticle 96(2)b)(iii) of Regulation (E) No 1303/2013

Investment

priority InvestmentPriority c (iv) to TO 6 (CF): Taking action to improve

the urban environment, to revitalise cities, regenerate
decontaminte brownfield sites (including conversion areas), reg
air pollution and promote noigeduction measures

All operations funded by th&SIF within the priority axis are consistent with t
European and nanal environmental legislatioWhen selecting operations the ba
horizontal principles - legality, partneship, transparency and publigityequal
opportunities andon-discriminationand the following principles will be applied:

1 Funding based on legigtive obligationsi projects contributing to thilfilment
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of countryds o b landgatidnalegisiation withbe Bnanced hse méit
of priority.

1 Sustainable development the project to be financed will contribute to achiev
the objetives regarding resource efficiency and improwimg state ofthe environmen
andpublichealth namelyreducing the share oéspiratory diseasethe implementatior
of the measures envisaged under Priority Axis 5 walhtributeto climate changg
mitigation.

1 Sustainability of the investments- in order to ensure the effectiveness a
sustainabilityof the OPE interventias) provisions ensuring the losigrm impactnd the
sustainabilityof the investmentm field of air qualitywill be laid down for tle selection
of operations.
1 Integrity of the investmentsi the implementatiomf activities aimed at both th
effectivenessof the interventions anthe integrity of the investments will be finance
includingan integration of the measuregldressingollution from domestic heating ar
measures addressing pollution from public transipditie scope obne project

1 Resourceand energyefficiency i projects that contribute to achieving resou
efficiency and to improve the environment by promotindht@togcal solutions tha
require less investment and operating costs will be financed as a matter of ;p
ecodesign efficiency and emissions standards for 2020, where exist will also bg
into consideration in project selection

1 Combating climate change, adaptation, disasters resiliencei in project
financing, where applicable, will be aimed at reducing greenhouse gas emi
adaptation to climate change and construction of disestédient infrastructure.

2.A.6.3 Planned useof financial instruments(where appropriate)

(ReferenceArticle 96(2)b)(iii) of Regulation (EY) No 1303/2013

Investment

priority Investment Priority ¢ (iv) to TO 6 (CF): Taking action to improve

the urban environment, to revitalise e#ij regenerate ar
decontaminate brownfield sites (including conversion areas), re
air pollution and promote noigeduction measures

Planned use of

financial
instruments In the case of update of the-arte assessmeiar implementation of

financial instruments under OPE 202820 may be established t
possibility of applying the financial instruments under the prig
axis. The specific funding mechanism, the type and the amour
financial instruments and the gtaare defined on the results of t
ex-ante assessment for implementation of financial instruments

Article 37(2) of Regulation (EU) No1303/2013 and the decis@n
national level.

2.A.6.4 Planned wseof major projects(where appropriate)

(ReferenceArticle 96(2)b)(iii) of Regulation (E)yNo 1303/2013
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Investment
priority

tarevitalize cities,

Investment Priority c (iv) to TO 6 (CF): Taking action to improvg
the urban environment,
decontaminate brownfield sites (including conversion areas), re
air pollution and promote noigeduction measures

regene

rate an

NOT PLANNED

2.A.6.5 Performance indicators by invésient priorities and where appropriate by
categories of regions

(ReferenceArticle 96(2)b)(iv) of Regulation (E)) No 1303/2013

Table 5: Commonand programme-specificoutput indicators
(By investmentpriorities, broken down by categories of regofor the ESF and where

appropriaté for the ERDF)

Identification | Indicator Measurem | Fund Category of| Target value (2023} | Source of | Frequency of
ent unit region data reporting
(where
appropriate)
T
5.3 Population persons | CF N.A 1 300 | Reports Annually
benefitting 0002 from the
from the beneficiari
measures to es OPE
reduce the MA
quantities  of
PMyo and
NOx
5.4 Projects  for| number | CF NA 5 Reports Annually
lowering the from the
quantities of beneficiari
PMio and es, OPE
NOXx Progress
report

71

72

EN

The ESF list includes the common performance indicators that have been defined a target value. The
target values may be presented as a total value (men + women) or broken down by gender. In terms of

the ERDF and the Cohesion Fund the distribution by e&nch

fiwo weomemT o =

The populationn the biggest municipalitwith poor air qualitypy PM10 and NOxXaccording to the data

tot al

of the National Statistical Institute)
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2. ¢ . 7 Social innovation, transnational cooperation and the contribution to
thematic objectives B 772

Specific provisions for the ESE where applicable (by priority axis where redavi categories
of regions): social innovation, transnational cooperation and the contribution of the ESF to
thematic objectivesd 7.

Description of the contribution of thegrined actions of the priority axis to:

i social innovation (if not covered bydedicated priority axis);

i transnational cooperation (if not covered by a dedicated priority axis);

i thematic objectives set out in Article 9(1) to (7) of Regulation (E/)LB03/2013.

Priority axis

NOT APPLICABLE

I Only for programmes financed liye ESF
For the ESF, this list includes those common output indicators for which a target value has aeén set
all programme specific performance indicators.
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2. ¢ . 8 Performance framework

(Article 96(2)(b)(v) and Annex Il to Regulation (EU) No 1303/2013)
Table 6: The performance framework of the priority axis

(by fund and category of regiph

Priority | Type of| Identicato | Indicator or | Measurement| Fund Category | Milestone for | Final target (2023’ Source of| Explanation of the
axis indicator r implementatio| unit, where of region | 201876 relevance of the
(Implement n step appropriate data indicatorq ~ where
ation step, appropriate
financial,
output a
result
indicator,
where
appropriate
M W | T| M W [T
5 Wherethe YEI isimplementedy aspecificpriority axis themilestonesandYEI targets bould be differentiated from the other priority axis milestones and targets in accordance

with the implementing acts set out in Article (22) (7) (5) of Regulation (EWBG8/2013as the YEI funds (YEI specific allocation and ESF matching suppoetextuded
from the performance reserve
76 Themilestonesnayb e presented either as total ( M+ W)mad re , ibwiodmhieenn,i tatdT™won by gender, respect

77 Target values may be presented as a total number (M+W) or broken dagendsr respet | vel malidld f feWwa | etptali T O
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Total amount

EN

Financial |7 of the eligible Euro CF NA 743 151 63535 22900 MA Thg milestone i
output . defined on the basi
expenditure
- of the OPE 2007
certified by 2013 experience
the Certifying P
authority
Output 5.4 Projects  for| Number CF NA 0 5 MA
indicator lowering the
guantities of
PM10 and
NOx
. The milestone is
Key 5.5 Submited Number CF NA 2 5 MA
implemen rojects  for due to the
ati(F))n ste I%Wlerin the intention to launch
P uantitigs of onecall for
ngO and proposatin 2016
NOX The target value
takes into account
the intention of the
117
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MA to launch
additional call for
proposals at a late

stage.

Additional information about the qualitative indicators on theugetf the performance framewof@ptional)

EN
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2. ¢. 9 Categories of interventions
(Reference: Article 96(2)(b)(vi) of Regulation (EU) No 1303/2013)

Categories of intervention based on a nomenclature adopted bgothenission, and an
indicative breakdown of the Union support.

Tables ® 11: Categoriesof interventions’®

(separate tabldsy fund andccategoryof region if thepriority axiscovers morg¢han one category

or fund)

Table 7: Dimension 1i Area of

intervention

Fund

Category of region

Priority axis

Code

Amount (EUR)

Improving the ambient air quality

083Air quality measures

54004 94,00

Table 8: Dimension 2i Form of finance

Fund

Category of region

Priority axis

Code

Amount (EUR)

Improving the ambient air quality

01 Non-repayable grant

54004 94400

Table 9: Dimension 3i Territor

Fund

Category of region

Priority axis

Code

Amount (EUR)

Improving the ambient air quality | 07 Not applicable 54004 94400
Table 10: Dimension 4 Territorial delivery mechanisms
Fund
8 The amountsinclude the total Union support (main allocation and allocation of funds from the

performanceeservé.
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Category of region
Priority axis Code Amount (EUR)
Improving the ambient air quality | 07 Not applicable 54004 94400

Table 11: Dimension 61 ESF secondary them@9 (ESF only)

Fund
Category of rgion
Priority axis Code Amount (EUR)
NOT APPLICABLE NOT APPLICABLE NOT APPLICABLE

2.A.10 A summary of the intended use of technical assistance, including, where necessary,
the actions to strengthen the administrative capacity of the authorities involved in the
management and control of the programmes and beneficiariggvhere appropriate)

(by priority axis)
(Reference: Article 96(2)(b)(vii) of Regulation (EU) No 1303/2013)

Priority axis
Improvement of the ambient air quality

In the framework of the projects undiuis priority axis measures with regard to 1
preparation of the necessary project documentation, including development/up
feasibility studies, financial and economic analysis,-besiefit analysis, preparation
public procurement documentatifor the actions included in the projects, etc. will
financed under the relevant priority axes.

I Where appropriate includes qualified information on the contribution of the ESF to the thematic
objectivesreferredto in Article 9 (1) to (7) of Regulation(EU) No1303/2013.
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2.B A description of the priority axes for technical assistance
(Reference: Article 96(2)(1)(c) of Regulation (EU) No 1303/2013)

2.B.1 Priority axis (for each priority axis for technical assistance)

Identicator of the priority axis

PRIORITY AXIS 6

Title of the priority axis

TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE

2.B.2 An explanation for the establishment of a priority axis covering more than
one category of regionwhere appropriate)

(Reference: Article 96(1) of Regulation (EU) No 1303/2013)

NOT APPLICABLE

2.B.3 Fund and ategory d region (for each combination under the priority axis)

Fund

European Regional Development Fund

Category of region

Less developed region

Basis for the calculatiol
(total eligible costs or
publiceligible costs)

Publiceligible expenditure

2.B.4 Specific objectives and expected results

(for each specific objective under the priority axis)
(Reference: Article 96(2)(1)(c)(i) and (ii) &fegulation (EU) Nd.303/2013)

Identicator

Specific objective 1

Specific objective
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Strengthening the administrative capacity of the respon
structures for the effective and efficient implementat of
activities related to programming, management, monito
evaluation and control of OPE

The results, whicl
the Member Stati
seeks d achieve
with EU suppor®

During the programming period 202020, he priority axis will
focus more on activities to upgrade the established administ
capacity of MA staff and the members of tihéonitoring
Committee, which will contribute to the successful manager
of the programmelncreasing the capacity of theAMand the
Monitoring Committee members will be oriented to both mar
the programming period 2042D20 and to the closure of tf
programming period 2062013 and the preparation
programming period 2022027.

At the beginning of the programming periadthe end of 2015
MA of OPE will face the challenge of managing two program
- OPE 20072013 and OPE 2012020. The lack of expemnce
from a preceding 2002013 programming period in Bulgaria, t
significant set of documents to be prepared in conmeegtith the
completion of the period 206013 and the earliest possible st
of the implementation of the OPE 202020 require tonaintain
and further strengthen the capacity of MA.

Essential will be the establishment of measures to reduc
turnoverof human resources. After the undertaken administrz
reform in 2012, which establishes new models of assessmel
remunerationsf civil servants in the state administration, MA
OPE follows the uniform approach to reward staff based
objective citeria and performance as defined in the Partner
Agreement of the Republic of Bulgaria. Additional training &
motivation of MA staff will be achieved by maintaining t
stability of structures and upgrade the accumulated Kmmwand
good practicesfaMA staff. In the period 2002013 at nationa
level are identified weaknesses in procedures related to f
procurement, arfiraud and antcorruption measures, which w
affect also, OPE 20142020. Within the scope of technig
assistance to the mensible officers in MA will be giver
comprehensive training, incl. best practices and lessons lear
addressing these needgy.grevention of irregularities, fraud a
enforce anticorruption measures. These measures will
coordinated with the regctive MA, competent authorities and t
Central Coordination Unit in the Council of Ministers.

80 Required when the Union support for technical assistance exceeds EUR15 mio.
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2.B.5 Resultsindicators®!

Table 12: Programme specific results indicatorgby specific objective)
(for ERDF/CF/ESF)

(Reference: Article 96(2)(1)(c)(ii)fdRegulation (EU) NdL.303/2013)

Identica | Indicator Measurement | Baseline Baseli | Target valué? | Source of| Frequency of
tor unit value ne (2023.) data reporting
year
T T
6.1 Average time for a | Days 155| 2013 147 | UMIS 2019
project approval. 2021
2023
6.2 Average time for days 90 | 2013 85| UMIS 2019
beneficiary
payments request 2021
verification. 2023

2.B.4 Specific objetives and expected results
(for each specific objective under the priority axis)
(Reference: Article 96(2)(1)(c)(i) and (ii) of Regulation (EU) N2D3/2013)

Identicator
Specific objective 2

Specific objective
Raisingthe public awareness about the programme and the £

contribution andensuringpublicity and informatiorof relevance
for all identified target groups

81Required when justified by the action content and ircttses when Union support fechnical assistance under
the programme exceeds EUR15 mio.

82Target values may be gqualitative or quantitative. Where appropriate, the target values of the indicator may be
g y q q pprop ¢] y

presetted either as a total value (M+Wrbroken down by gender, baseline valueg/e adjusted respectively.
AM A= men, AWA = women, ATA = total.
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The results, whicl
the Member Stat
seeks to adkve
with EU supporf?

As a result of the interventions will seek to enhance pt
awareness, both for the progress of the programme and the
achieved by the projectsn various sectorsiwater, waste
biodiversity, air etc

In addition,the beneficiaries will be informed about the fund
opportunities. The promotion of EU funds across the ger
public will be ensured together with providing informati
regarding the main aspects related toithplementation of the|
programme.

The communicationchannels that will bemainly used are thé
national electronic media (radio and television) permane
retained as the most used, most effective and most prei
channels for information about the OPElantemnet in general is
the third most widely used communication channel.

At the national level will be implemented Natior
Communication Strategy (NCS) of the Partnership Agreeme
pursuance of NCS, the MA will develop the Annual Action P
whichwill specify the promotion and publicity measures under
programme. MA of OPE will be in cooperation with the Dist
information points, the Central Information Office and the Cer
Information and Coordination Office depending on the typ¢
commurcationactions implemented.

2.B.5 Results indicator$*

Table 12:Programme specific results indicatorgby specific objective)
(for ERDF/CF/ESF)

(Reference: Article 96(2)(1)(c)(ii) of Regulation (EU) NB803/2013)

Identic
ator

Indicator Measureme | Baseline Basel | Target Source Frequency
nt unit value ine value® of data | of reporting
year | (2023.)
T T

83
84

85

Required when the Union support for technical assistance exceeds EUR15 mio.

Required when justified by the action content and in the cases wtien slipport for technical assistance
under the programme exceeds EUR15 mio.

Target values may be qualitative or quantitative. Where appropriate, the target values of the indicator
may be presented either as a total value (M+W) or broken down by géadefine values may be
adjusted respesttly. AM fi= men, AWA = women, ATA = total.
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6.3 Level of public| % 40 | 2014 60 Survey | 2019

OPE

awarenessof the 86

2021
2023

2.B.4 Specific objectives and expected results

(for each specific objective under the priority axis)
(Reference: Article 96(2)(1)(c)(i) and (ii) of Regulation (B 1303/2013)

Identicator

Specific objective 3

Specific objective

Strengthening the capacity of OPE beneficiaries for the succe
implementation oprojects under the programme.

The results, whicl
the Member Stati
seeks to achiev
with EU supporf’

Underthe priority axis, MA will continue organizing specializ
trainings for potential beneficiariesnly to strengthen an
improve the capacity of beneficias by providing practicg
trainings on specific topicsincl. good practices and lesso
learned concerning the requirements for project preparatior
the subsequent sustainable management of the adc
assets/results obtained under OPE. During thejegr
implementation process and after establishing repeated que
and/or gaps will be organized opportunely trainings on ident
problematic issues.

Projectmanagementeams of beneficiaries wiltonduct active
consultations with MA as well as witthe regional units in th
process of project preparation. Through trainings, provi
guidance and publication of useful information the beneficiz
will be suppored in respect of cases concerning bpc
procurement, in order to reduce irregularifiesding to financia
corrections.

MA of OPE will continue to maintain the constant feedback f
beneficiaries anawill implement new functionalities of UMI

2020 immediately after their creation ambkere possible, MA wil

86 Thebaselinevalue is taken from Gallup Internatiorsalrveyconducted in March 2014
87 Requiredwhenthe Union supportfor technicalassistancexceed€UR15 mio.
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reduce the required informatiofrom beneficiaries to th
minimum requirements from the specific legislation.

2.B.5 Results indicators®

Table 12:Programme specific results indicatorgby specific objective)
(for ERDF/CF/ESF)

(Reference: Article 96(2)(1)(c)(ii) of Regulation (EU) NB803/2013)

Identic | Indicator Measureme | Baseline Basel | Target Source Frequency
ator nt unit value ine value®® of data | of reporting
year | (2023.)
T T

6.4 Level of % 35 | 2013 60 Suvey 2019

satisfaction of the

beneficiaries with 2021

the TA measures 2023

and training

provided

2.B.6 Actions to be supported and their expected contribution to the specific objectives
(by priority axis)

(Reference: Article 96(2)(1)(c)(i) and (iii) of Regulation (EU) N0o1303/2013)

2.B.6.1 A description of actions to be suppenitand their expected contribution to the specific
objectives

(Reference: Article 96(2)(1)(c)(i) and (iii) of Regulation (EU) No1303)

Priority axis
TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE

88 Requiredvhenjustified by theactionconentandin thecasesvhenUnion supporfor technicalassistance
underthe programmesxceed$€URL5 mio.

89 Target values may be qualitative or quantitative. Where appropriate, the target values of the indicator

may be preseted either as a total value (M+Vér broken down by gender, baseline values may be
adjusted respectively. AM fi= men, AWARA = women
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Techncal assistance under OPE will provide support for programme manageme
introducing best practices and approaches in programming, manag
implementation, monitoring, control and evaluation, adl we communication an
promotion measures, exchamgfeexperience and building expert and motivated hu
resources. All activities related to the effective administration of OPE must

accordance with the provisions of the Regulafisb)~ 1 3 0 3. Th2 @clia®is havs
been formulated based on the 2&DA 3 experience.

Part of the funds envisaged undepRty axis6 will be used foorganizatiorof trainings
for potential beneficiaries and such with approved projects. The aim of thadgais to
improve beneficiaries' capacity for project cycle implementation taking into accol
lessons learned during 20@013 programming period (best practices, weaknesse
mistakes).

Other part will be earmarked for MA trainings, including gpkzed tranings, study
visits, related to the management and implementation of the operational progr
Those trainings aim at better understanding and up to date knowledge ab
programme management and the specificity of the investments asetctbeal neds.

A strategic plan for the implementation of the priority axis is envisaged accord
which a strategic but not projectiented approach will be followed.

1. Measures aimed at ensuring the necessary support for @Amanagement and
implementation OP [ 22020 4the closure of OPE 2002013 and OPE 2014020

1 Prepaation, organizatiomnd conductin oftrainings for the MA and the membel
of the Monitoring Committee of OGP

1 Organizatiorand conduction of the Monitoring Committee meetjngs

1 Funding of salaries of the necessary human resources performing excly
strictly defined tasks related to the managerrienglementation, monitoring, evaluatio
information and publicity, control a

1 Providing the necessary facilitigechnical equipmerand information systenfer
the management and implementation oEQIPnecessary

1 Collection and analysis of data on the programme implementation related
monitoring and reporting

T Auditandco t r o | of OP[r and other rel at
ontthe-spot checks of the operations implementedeurOPE), as well as elaboration
mechanism to identify and assess risks and take effective and appropriate meg
prevent frad and corruption in the implementation of QPE

1 Conduction of surveys, drafting expert reports, analyses, testasaedsments
related to the OP management, as well as hiring external expertise with a vie
improving the OP management and implemernde;

1 Conduction of OE 20142020 evaluationsin compliance with the programm
evaluation plan

1 Collection, compilion and analysis of information and statistical data, prepar
of opinions, reports and documents, conducting research and underthiingativities

to support the programming of EU funds in the negsgpamming period (2022027);
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1 Ensuringexternal expertise for the closure of 268713 and of 2014 2020
programming periaglin accordance with the requirements of the Commissiciyding
drafting the package of documents requiradilitional analyses, audits and chetk
necessary

1 Methoddogical and expert support regarding the closure of irregulagrities

1 Preparation, organization and participation in workshops and study visits
the EU, incl. in order to enrich the experience and learn from good prafic
programme management and implementatio in connection with the completion
the programming periodand the preparation of programming period 2QR27
(working trips,visits of foreign experts, representatives of other MS, EC representa

1 Ensuring the participation of MA staff inainings,workshops, meetings/sessig
of committees, working groups, netwoykenferenceand etc. related to tipreparation
manageent implementatiorand closuref the operational programme;

1 Activities aimed at the implementation of Directive 2014/24 of 26.02.2014
public procurement and on the mandatory application of electronic auctions;

1 Activities aimed at providing supportf MA, together with other compete
authorities in the application of statedarules, including trainings, exchange
experience, development of procedures and other relevant activities in the sector

{ Drafting, translation andistribution of official documents, related to the over
OPF management and implementation

2. Measuresaimed at securing the necessary support for the communication ar
promotion of OP

1 Preparation, organization and implementation of annual action plans in comy
with the National Communication Strategy 20142020, including the logisticsf the
planned activities;

1 Development and administratiaof OPE website providing information for th
potential beneficiaries about the available programme support and the results fi
programme implementation

3. Measures aimed at strengthening theapacity of the beneficiaries

1 Preparationgprganizatiorand conduction of seminars, trainings, information ¢
meetings etcfor the beneficiaries under priority axes 1, 2, 3, 4 and 5 providing su
on project prepation and implementation;

1 Preparationgrganizatiorand conduction of trainings, information days, semin
meetings etcfor the project management units under the respective priority axis \
view of strengthening and/or improving the capacity foocprement, contracting
appropriate implementation and management of the approved projects, and
subsequent proper use and maintenance of the acquired assets

Beneficiaries: OPEManagingauthority

Target groups: beneficiaries identified under prity axesl, 2, 3, 4 and 5structures
responsible for the formulation and implementation of environment protectior
climate change policies within MoEWIonitoring committee members

2.B.6.2 Output indicators expected to contribute to results priority axis)
(Reference: Article 96(2)(1)(c)(iv) of Regulation (EU) No1303/2013)
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Table 13: Output indicators (by priority axis)
(for ERDF/ESF/CF)

Identicator Indicator Measureme| Target value (2023Y Source of data
nt unit .
(optional)
MW [T
6.5 -
MA officials | Number 123 MA of OPE
trained
6.6 Trainingsfor MA | Number 24 MA of OPE
officials
6.7
Employees Number 123 MoEW

(FTEs) whose
salaries are co
financed by TA

6.8

Conducted Number |5 MA of OPE,
evaluations on thg Annual progress
programme reports

6.9 Number of| Number 7 MA of OPE,
information Annual progress
campaigns reports

6.10 . .
Benef i ci | Number 1400 MA of OPE
officials trained

6.11 -
Trainings for | Number 40 MA of OPE
benefici
officials

2.B.7 Categories of interventiong(by priority axis)
(Reference: Article 96(2)(1)(c)(v)f &®egulation (EU) No 1303/2013)

Categories of intervention based on a nomenclature adopted b@othenission, and an
indicative breakdown of the Union support.

90 Target values for output indicators under technical assistance are optional. The target viaduegtpfit

indicators may be presemd eitheras a total value (M+W or br oken down by gender
women, ATA= total

129 E N



EN

Tables 14 16: Categories of intervention§!

Table 14: Dimension 1i Intervention field

Categay of region:

Priority axis

Code

Amount (EUR)

TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE 121 Preparation, implementation| 30406 027,00
monitoring and inspection
122 Evaluation and studies 500000000
123 Information and 500000000

communication

Table 15: Dimension 2 Form of finance

Category of region:

Priority axis

Code

Amount (EUR)

TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE

01 Norrrepayable grant

40406 027,00

Table 16: Dimension 3 Territory

Category of region:

Priority axis

Code

Amount (EUR)

TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE

07 Not applicable

40406 027,00

91
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SECTION 3 FINANCIAL PLAN
(ReferenceArticle 96(2)(1)(d) of Regulation (EU) Nb303/2013)

3.1 Financial appropriation from each fund and amounts for the performance reserve
(Reference: Article 96(2)(1)(d) and (i) of Regulation (EU) N8®3/2013)

Table 17:
Fund Category 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 Total
of region
Main Performanc Main Performanc Main Performanc Main Performanc Main Performanc Main Performanc Main Performanc Main Performanc
allocation | e reserve allocatio e reserve allocatio e reserve allocatio e reserve allocatio e reserve allocatio e reserve allocatio ereserve allocatio e reserve
92 n n n n n n n
1) ERDF Less 89 037 24564 57896 59858 61 55 348
developed 0,00 0,00 469 5683 243 118 1567922 168 3695500 803 3820775 774922 3943080 800523 3561735 932003 22 272255
) Transition 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
3) More 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
developed
4) Total 89 037 24564 57896 59858 61 55 800 348 932
0,00 0,00 469 5683 243 118 1567922 168 3695500 803 3820775 774922 3943080 523 3561735 003 22 272 255
92 Main allocation (Uniorsupport) less the performance reserve

EN
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(5) ESF* Less
developed 0,00 0,00 0,00 0,00 0,00 0,00 0,00 0,00 0,00 0,00 0,00 0,00 0,00 0,00 0,00 0,00
(6) Transition
0,00 0,00 0,00 0,00 0,00 0,00 0,00 0,00 0,00 0,00 0,00 0,00 0,00 0,00 0,00 0,00
(@) More
developed 0,00 0,00 0,00 0,00 0,00 0,00 0,00 0,00 0,00 0,00 0,00 0,00 0,00 0,00 0,00 0,00
(8) Total
0,00 0,00 0,00 0,00 0,00 0,00 0,00 0,00 0,00 0,00 0,00 0,00 0,00 0,00 0,00 0,00
9) YEI Not Not Not Not Not Not Not Not Not Not
specific applicable N.Ot N.Ot applicabl applicable applicabl applicable applicabl applicable applicabl applicabl applicable N.Ot
allocation applicable applicable e e e e e applicable
(a0 Cohesion Not 10 529 889
) Fund applicable 0,00 0,00 271347 146 967 153 166 158 987 164 968 170104 | 10se1502 | TO0000% | eg 017103
845 17 320 075 551 9 380 907 413 9776 580 687 10 148 150 253
(11 ERDF Specific
) allocation
for
outermost
regions or 0,00 0,00 0,00 0,00 0,00 0,00 0,00 0,00 0,00 0,00 0,00 0,00 0,00 0,00 0,00 0,00
Northern
sparsely
populated
areas
(12 | Total 360 385 171531 211062 218846 226743 225 1414534
) 0,00 0,00 314 23003 318 669 10948829 581 13472080 490 13968925 175 14472969 965464 14 423 327 693 90 289 448

3.2 Total financial appropriation by fund and national co-financing (EUR)
(Reference: Article 96 (2) (1) (d) (ii) of Regulation (ENGY 1303/2013)

93 Total allocationfrom ESFincludingthe ESF matching support for YEI. Therformanceaeserve boxes do not include the ESF matching support for YEi as it is excluded from
the performance reserve
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4. The EIB contribtion should be presented at the level of the priority axis.

1. The financial table should set out the financial plan of the operational progeadmy priority axis.

2. Where the priority axis covers more than one category of region, the data for the Union funding and the national cahdelpéde broken down by
category of region with a separate-tinancing rate within the priority axis faeach category of regn.

3. When the priority axis covers more than one category of region, Union support and natiinahcing are distributed by category of region with
separate cdinancing rate within the priority axis for each category of oegi

Tabl e 180: Financi pl an
Priority Fund Category of | Basis Union support National Indicative breakdown of thg Total fundng Cofinancing rate For | Main allocation (total funding| Performance reserve Amount
axis region for the counterpart national counterpart inf less the performance reserve) of the
calculati or perform
on of ma ance
the tio reserve
Union n asa
support ratio of
El the total
(total B Union
eligible co support
cost or ntri
public but
eligible National  public | Natio jon | Union support | National Union National
cost) funding nal counterpart support counterpaftt
privat
e
fundi
ng
(€]
(0) (b)=@+@) | (© @ |@=@+b | O =@/ | @ | M=) =070 K= () *| )
(k) ()@ =()/(a)
*100
94 The national couerpart is proportionally allocated betweee thain allocation and the performance reserve.
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1 CF Public | 1016 870809,00| 179 447 790,00| 179 447 790,00 0,00 15155 3018 84.99999998%% 955858560 | 168680923| 61012249 | 10766867 | 6%

2 ERDF (ng\slzlope g Public | 550414 04900 4419071500 | 4419071500 | 0,00 | 29460476400 | 849999986426 228141794 | 40260317 | 22272255 | 3930398 | 8.8%

3 ERDF bgszlope q Public 80384 18200 14185 44400 1418544400 | 0,00 | 94569 62600 84,099999894% 80384182 | 14185444 0 0 0,00%
CF Public

4 62744 13000 11072 49400 11072 49400 0,00 73816 62400 84,999999458% 62744130 11072494 0 0 0,00%

5 CF Public 54004 94400 9530 28500 9530 28500 0,00 | 6353522900 84,999998976% 47000000 8204118 | 7004944 1236167 | 12,9%

6 ERDF bgizlope q Public | 40 406 027,00 | 713047600 | 7132476,00 | 0,00 | 47536503,00| 84,999998830% 40406027 | 7130476 0 0 0%

Public 1333670

Total CF 1133 619 883,00 200 050 569,00] 200 050 569,00| 0,00 45900 84,9999999100% 1065602690 | 188047535| 68017193 | 12003034 | 6%

Total ERDF 'az\slilope g 371204 2500 | 65506 635,00| 65506 63500| 0,00 | 436 710 893,00 84999999756% 348932003 | 61576237 | 22272255 | 3930398 | 6%

Grand . 1770381 o

rotal Public | 1504 824 141,00, 265557 204,00| 265 557 204,00/ 0,00 345,00 84,9999998729% 1414534693 | 249623772| 90289448 | 15933432

(1) To be completed only when priority axes are expressed in total costs.

EN

134

EN




(2) This rate may be rounded to the nearest whole number in the table. The precise rate used to reimburse paymeot)is the rat

Table 18b: Youth Employment Initiative T specific allocationi ESF and YEI® (where appropriate) T NOT APPLICABLE

Fund® Category | Basis  for  the| Union National Indicaive breakdown of the national counterpart | Total funding Cofinancing rate
of region | calculation of thel s y pp o | counterpart
Union support (e)=(a)+ () 0 =@/(e)(2
(total eligible cost or (b) = (c) +
public eligible cost) (d) z\(l:r;ltional public funding| National private funding (d(L)
<3.2.B1 | <3.2B4 <3.2.B5  type="N"| <3.2.B.6 type="N" input="M"> <3.2.B.7 type="N"| <3.2.B.8 type="P"
type="N" type="N" input="M"> input="G"> input="G">
input="M" | input="G">
>
YEI specific | Not 0 100%
allocation applicable
Matching Less
ESF support | developed
Matching Transition
ESF support
Matching More
ESF support | developed
TOTAL: [Must Sum (1:4) | Sum (1:4)
[Part of YEI] | equal [part
priority axis of]
priority
axis 3]
ESF share for Iss| <3.2.c.11
developed regions type="P"

95
96

EN

To be filled for each (part of) priority axis YEI is part of
The YEI (specific allocation and matching ESF support) is considered a Fund and should appeaseparate line even if it is part of a ptjoaxis.
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input="G"
2/sum (2:4) >
7. ESF share forl <3.2.c.13
transition regions | type="P"
input="G"
3/sum (2:4) . P
8. ESF share forl <3.2.c.14
more developed type="P"
regions input="G"
>
4/sum (2:4)

(1) To be comteted only when priority axes are expressed in total costs.
(2) This rate may be rounded to the nearest whole number in the table. The precise rate used to reimburse paymeot)is the rat
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Table 18c:Breakdown of the financial plan of the operationdprogramme by priority axis, Fund, category of region and tlematic objective
(Reference: Article 96(2)(1)(d)(ii) of Regulation (EU) No 1303/2013)

Priority axis Fund®’ Category of region Thematic objective Union support National counterpart Total funding
CF Not applicable Preserving and praténg the
Water environment and promoting 1 016 870 809,00 179 44779000 1196 3189900
resource efficiency
ERDF Less developed Preserving and protecting the
Waste environment and promoting 250414 04900 44190 71500 294604 76400
resource efficiency
ERDF Less developed Preserving and protecting the
k’:'iffé’i:/aefsoig/o and environment and promoting 80384 182,00 14185 44400 94569 62600
resource efficiency
Flood and Landslides | CF Not applicable Promoting climas change
RiskPrevention and adaptation, risk prevention an 62744 13000 11072 49400 73816 62400
Management management
| t of Ambi Preserving and protecting th
mprovement ot AMDIEN - Not applicable environment and promotin{ 54004 94400 9530 28500 63535 22900

Air Quality

resource efficiency

Total

1464 418 1140

258 426728,00

1722 844 842, 00

97
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Table 19: The indicative amount of support to be used for climate change objectives
(Reference: Article 27(6) of Regulation (EU) N803/2013%

Priority axis Indicative amount of support to be used for climate| Share of the total allocation to the operational
change objectivegEUR) programme (%)

1 46 066 3D,95 3,06%
2 53232 37900 3,54%
3 32153 67280 2,14%
4 62744 13000 417%
5 21601 97760 1,44%

Total 21579853035 14 34%

98 This table is generated automatically by SFC basezhtagorisation tables included under each of the priority axes.
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SECTION 4 INTEGRATED APPROACH TO TERRITORIAL DEVELOPMENT
(Reference: Article 96(3) of Regulation (EU) NB803/2013)

A description ofthe integrated approach to territorial development, taking into account the content
and objectives of the operatiorogramme and having regard to the Partnership Agreement, and
showing how it contributes to the accomplishment of the programme objesntidexpected results.

The territorial scope of OPE 201£2020covers the territory of the whole country, i.e. all regij
(NUTS II), which are categorised as less developed regions. Regional Development Eiar
Planning Regions have been developed. They clearly outline the disparities in the empl
income ad infrastructure as a result of the various nature conditions, the disparities in the
and economic structures already established as wétleadynamics in the development of {
separate territorial and administrative units. In 202020 periodhe regional policy will focug
on the enhancement of the development procegssesomount r y 6 s r oxvegconerths
gap in their developent solving socieecononic and infrastructural problemexploringthe local
development potentialmproving the marketstability in respect of the local economptayers;
environmental protection and promotion of resource efficiency; risk and managaesastion
and use of the cultural heritage potential

In this regard OPE 2012020 plans to promote thetaity of potential beneficiaries in th
preparation and implementation of projects in the less developed regions in the country, ir
in boththe planning regions and those at the lower NUTS level.

4.1  Community led local developmeniwhere appropate)
(Reference: Article 96(3)(a) of Regulation (EU) No 1303/2013)

A description of the approach to the use of community led local developmgntriests and the
principles for identifying the areas where it will be implemented.

OPE 2014 2020 envisages to apply the Community Led Local Development Approach (C
for implementing of actions in relam to Natura 2000 network by approved Local Action Gro
in the period 2014 2020. Based on the experience gained in the pefidd-2013Local Action
Groups under the Rural Development Programme 2002013, and Fisheries Local Actig
Groups, undethe Fisheries Programme 20072013, state their strong support to continue
upgrade the application of t hupo agpmyaoaasdn
view of the fact that the local public and private organisations are quiiBafamith both the
challenges and advantages in the relevant territory.

The main challenges which will be met by thacal Action Groupsn 20142020 programnmg
period concern the need to create employment (including alternative) and use of thetédall|
for growth. The application ofocal groupswill allow for achieving concentration of suc
interventions that have the greatest added value in ternddodéssing the economic and soq
disparities. A national priority set out in the Partnershggeement and related to Natura 2(
net work which will be achieved by apply
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towards the environment by presexyiand protecting the environment and promoting reso
efficiency, incl. risk prevention anthanagement actions and exploiting the potential of culi
heritageo.

For the 2014020 programming period CLLD will be implemented within rural areas, fisherd
areas and territories with specific characteristics, according to National Concept fiad

Development. Support will be provided by EAFRD, EMFF, ESF and ERDF. ERDF funding
priority axis ANatura 200 0 20a0istnvisaged tbisupmort t
implementation of conservation measures by the CLLD approach.

OPE 2@47 2020 envisages funding to beneficiaries (e.g-piafit organisations, municipalities
through CLLD approach only when the Community Led Local Developmigate§ies include
eligible NPAF actions supported by OPE 2012D20. Such measures are foasple maintenanc
and improvement of the conservation status of species and habitats.

On the other hand, OPE 2042020 funding is envisaged for raising the aavess, understandir
and knowledge of the stakeholders; promoting the funding opportuniteébuading the planning
and programming capacity for Natura 2000 network development and management, where
groups will be one of the target groups.

OPE funding is envisagealsofor the planning and conduction of national information campa
drawing the attention and raising the interest of the stakeholders to the opportunities of Natl
network. The campaigns will reach all stakeholders, inolythe local action groups.

Another opportunity of the local groups for raising awarenedsuaderstanding with regards
Natura 2000 network are the supportive awareness campaigns envisaged under priority
OPE 2014 2020. A special campaigargeting the local groups and aiming to encourage the
include PAF measures financed by EDR01471 2020 into the respective Strategies may
organised following an information needs analysis.

In addition, it is envisaged organisation of an annuabnatiforum on relevant topics related
Natura 2000 where representatives of the local agtiomps and fisheries local action groups cc
participate along with neprofit organisations, municipalities, eicbeneficiaries under the Loc
DevelopmenStrategies.

The promotion of the OPE 2014020 funding opportunities, incl. related to Nat@2000, will
also be relevant for all beneficiaries, also for these beneficiaries applying for financing un
strategies of the local groups.

Although theconduct of outreach activitiebbcal groups have the final decision on ttencrete
measureshat will be included in the Strategies.

The functions of the MoEW/ the Natura 2000 Management Unit mg@ydwding of information
for including of certain mesures for Natura 2000 habitats and species in the LAGs Strategi¢

Managing Authority respoitde for implementingCLLD is the MA of the RDP, which will
coordinate the programe s 0 i nt ertheemlti-lunmimgsapproach. A Coordination
Committeewill be established byOrder of the Minister of Agriculture and Foad ensure the
overall coordindon in the CLLD approach

The functions of the stakeholders and the coordination between them in thefumdl
implementation of CLD will be provided forin a legislative act. The managing authorities
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envisaged to participate in the preparatoryvétats and during the operations selection. The
of the MOEW is also to issue the necessary decisions for the Local Developratgagi€s and th
concrete project proposals in line witle Environment Protection Act artde Biological Diversity
Act.

4.2 Integrated actions for sustainable urban developmenfwhere appropriate)

(Reference: Article 96(3)(b) of Regulation (EU) N303/2013; Article 7(2) and (3) of
Regulation (EU) No 1301/2013 of the European Parliament and of the Céuncil

Where appropate, the indicative amount of the ERDF support for integrated actions for sustainable
urban development, to be implemented in adance with the provisions under Article 7(2) of
Regulation (EU) Nd.301/2013nd the indicative allocation of ESF supportifdegrated action.

NOT APPLICABLE.

Table 20: The indicative amount of the ERDF and ESF support for sustainable urban
integrated actions

T Share of the total allocaton
Fund ERDF and ESF support (indicative) of the Fund to  the
(EUR) operational programme
Total ERDF 0,00 0,00%
TOTAL ERDF+ESF 0,00 0,00%

EN

4.3 Integrated Territorial Investment (ITl ) (where appropriate)
(ReferenceAtrticle 96(3)(c) of Regulation (EU) Nd303/2013)

A description of the Integrated Territorial Investments approach (as outlined in Article 36 of
Regulation (EU) No 1303/2013) to other areas in addition to sustainable urban development
referred to in pait 4.2, and indicative amount of the allocation uretesh priority axis.

NOT APPLICABLE

99 Regulation EU) No 1301/2013 of th&uropean Parliament and of theudcil of 17 December 2013 on
the European Regional Development Fund and on specific provisions concerning theénvedsr
growth and jobs goal and repealing Regulation (ECLBR0/2006 [ 1L 347, 20.12.2013. 289).
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Table 21: An indicative financial allocation to ITI other than those mentioned under point
4.2

(aggregate amount

Priority axis Fund Indicative financial allocation (Union support)
(EUR)
Total 0,00

4.4 The arrangements for interregional and transnational actiors, within the
operational programme, with beneficiaries located in at least one other Member
State (where appropriate)

(Reference: Articl®6(3)(d) of Regulation (EU) No 1303/2013)

NOT APPLICABLE

4.5 Where Member States and regions participate in macraegional strategies and sea
basin strategies, subject to the needs of the programme area as identified by the Member
State, the contribution of the planned interventions to such strategies (where approgte)

(Where the Member State and regions particirtenacroeregional strategies and sbasin
strategies)

(Reference: Article 96(3)(e) of Regulation (EU) No 1303/2013)

Bulgaria will continue toactively developthe territorial cooperation by participating in t
bilateral crossorder, transnational and interregional cooperation programmes, the Bla
Basin Joint Operational Programme and the masgmnal EU Strategy for the Danube Regi

The consistency ahe operational programmes with the EU Strategy for the Danube Reg
achieved through the National Coordination Mechanism on the Danube Strategy establi
Decision of the Council of Ministers of 2012, which ensures the covefdfge objectiveset in
the Danube Strategy and the activities to their achievement specified in the relevant progr
documents for the period 2012020.

OPE actively supports the implementation of the maegional EU Strategy for the Danu
Regim. The implemention of the programme will complement in full synergy and c
demarcation the priorities of the Danube Strategy, the Connecting Europe Facility, BU
Romania CBC, Bulgart&erbia CBC and the Danube Transnational Programme. In gfasdre
the OPE wil cover projects, which meet the objectives of the strategy, taking into accol
results and the additional needs related to the implementation of the projects Danube F
and 2.0. The successful participation of Bulgaria in tle@ube Strategy gelires continuous
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performance and coordination of activities by the various departments in order to imple
common action plan of all stakeholders, which clearly defines the responsibilities and s
tasks. Currently, a National Galination Mechaism for Participation of Bulgaria in the E
Strategy for the Danube Region has been established. In this regard joint expert working
have been established on specific objectives of the strategy, i.e. for the construct
mainterance of the infrstructure and for the protection and restoration of the biodiversity i
Danube Region.

The implementation of the measures under the priority axis will contribute to the achieve
the following priority areas 4) To restore and ntainm the qualityof waters, 5) To manag
environmental risks and 6) To preserve biodiversity, landscapes and the quality of air and
objective AProtecting the environment o

Furthermore, the OP will support the maasuplanned to biecorporated in the Marine Strate
aimed at achieving a good environmental status of the Black Sea (the Marine Strategy
development andavill enter into force athe end of 2015). The Marine Strategy Framew
Directive builds upon the WFD requiementswith regardst o t he achi eV
envi r on me of maihewateraadestaklishea policytowardsachieving and maintainin
theifgood envi r oitneen tnaalr i snteatemsvi r onment 0 t
Sea Marine Stratag Plan (National Marine Strategy). This plan provides for programmg
measuresfor achiewng and maintaimg t h e Afgood e n v i of dhe mainet
environment at latest by 2020. TMarine Directive setsip an objective of Euragan scalé
estalishmentand development of a representative network of marine protected areas
Natura 2000 network. In this regard, the OPE will have synergetic effect in respect to any
EU macreregional and marine strategies.
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SECTION 5 THE SPECIFIC NEEDS OF GEOGRAPHICAL AREAS MOST AFFECTED BY POVERTY
OR TARGET GROUPS AT HIGHEST RISK OF DISCRIMINATION OR SOCIAL

EXCLUSION (WHERE APPROPRIATE
(Reference: Article 96(4)(a) of Regulation (EU) M&03/2013)

5.1 Geographical areas most affected by poverty/targetgroups at highest risk of
discrimination and exclusion

NOT APPLICABLE

5.2  The strategy of the operational programme to address the specifieeds of geographical
areas most affected by povey/target groups at highest risk of discrimination or social
exclusion, where appropriated contribution to the integrated approach set out in
the partnership agreement

NOT APPLICABLE

Table 22: Actions addressingthe specific needs of geographical areas most affected by
poverty/target groups at highest risk of discrimination or social exclusiotf°

Target Main types of | Priority axis Fund Category of | Investment
group/geographical planned actions region priority
area which are part of
the integrated
approach
N/A
100 If the operational programme covers different categories of regions, a breakdown by category of region

can be necessary
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SECTION 6 SPECIFIC NEEDS OF GEOGRAPHICAL AREAS WHICH SUFFERFROM SEVERE AND
PERMANENT NATURAL OR DEMOGRAPHIC HANDICAPS (WHERE APPROPRIATE

(Reference: Articl®6(4)(b) of Regulation (EU) N&303/2013)

NOT APPLICABLE
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SECTION 7 AUTHORITIES AND BODIES RESPONSIBLE FOR MANAGEMENT , CONTROL AND
AUDIT AND THE ROLE OF RELEVANT PARTNERS

(Reference: Article 96(5) of Regulation (EU) No 1303/2013)

7.1 Relevant authorities and bodies
(Reference: Article 96 (5)(a) and (b) of Regulation (EU)1863/2013)

Table 23: Relevant bodies

Authority/body :
:r?(;no?e c:rmt]r;ent;ultjfgﬁnty/body, Head of the authority/body
P ' (position or post)
Ma n a g utmogty ¢ Directorate General Operation| Director General

Programme Environment in th
Ministry of Environment ang
Water

Certifying Authority, where applicable| National Fund Directorate in the

Ministry of Finance Director

Audit Authority Audit of EU Funds Executive
Agency reporting to the Minister| Executive Director
of Finance
Body to whom paymentare made by National Fund Directorate in the| .
L s . Director
the Commission Ministry of Finance
7.2 Involving the relevant partners

(ReferenceArticle 96(5)(c) of Regulation (EU) No 1303/2013)

7.2.1The actions taken to involve the relevant partners in the preparation of the operational
programme, and the role of the partners in the implementation, monitoring and evaluation of the
operational programme

Decision °~ 328/ 25.04.2012 of the Coun
objectives, which should be included in the Partnership Agreement of the Repli
Bulgaria for the programming period 202020, list of programmes and a leadi
institution for the development of each programme is the legislation at national level,
designates the leading institutions responsible for the preparation of énetiopal
programmes. Pursuant to its provisions, MOEW is the leading institution for deve
the Operational Programme Environment 202020.

The OPE Managing authority involves all the stakeholders indispensable fq
preparation and implementati of theprogramme, taking measures aimed at ensuri
close cooperation with the competent regional and local authorities, economic ang
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partners, bodies representing civil society, including environmental partners,
governmental organisatiomsd bodiesesponsible for promoting social inclusion, gen
equality and nofiscrimination.

The selection of the partners involved in the preparation of the operational progral
based on the principles of partnership and meltel governance ahin compiance with
the requirements of Art. 5 of the Reg
Council of Ministers on the Preparation of the Strategic and Programming Docum;
the Republic of Bulgaria for Management of Funds under thenm@an Straggic
Framework of the European Union in the Programming Period 2PQ20.

The Thematic working group (TWG) for development of the operational program
established in close cooperation with the public authorities at national and regiehg
the pivate and nongovernmental sector in order to ensure wide representativeni
practical experience. The TWG includes representatives ofptibdic authorities af
nationalleves et out i n Decree -~ 5/ 18. 01praxi@ing
an important contribution for the demarcation and ensuring synergies betwe|
operational programmes, as well as expertise in development of the relevant part
operatimal programme. The TWG includesgional networks and associatiqrsich ag
the National Association of Municipalities in the Republic of Bulgaria and the Reg
Development Councils. They have a significant role and are of a great importa
determinng the development needs and the growth potential at local armhaédgvel.
Thesocial partnerpar t i ci pate i n the TWG throudg
organi sations (e. g. Confederati on o]
(Confeceration of Employers and Industrialists in Bulgaria), &we econmic partners
which are a key factor in promoting the development, innovation and competitiv
participate in the TWG through organizations, such as the Bulgarian Industrial Asso(
Also, representatives of theongovernmental sectgparticipate in the TWG. The
disseminate the information provided, thus performing representative functions for
number of organisations in the field of environment and development policie]
providing uniform positions of the NGOs in the prograen To ensure the implementati
of principles of equality between men and women and-diserimination, the TW(Q
includes representatives of organisations, such as the Commission for Protection
Discrimination and the National Council for Integratiof Persons with Disabilities. Tk
working group was established, as follows:

1 Official letter for participation was sent to the institutions/organisations set
art. 5 (4) of DdtheGouncilof Mhistars8. 01 . 20 1

1 A call for participation of the norgovernmental sector organisations in the T\
for development of th®perational Programme Environment was published ol
OPE website (ope.moew.government.bg) and the single information web
providing general information about the EUrtural and Cohesion Fun(
managemertwww.eufunds.bg

1 Nongovernmental organisations were selected according to the Mechanis
selection of NGOs, which representatives should participate in the working ¢
for development of the Partnership Agreement and programmes of the Rept
Bulgaria for the programming period 20142020 approved by the Minister
charge of the EU Funds Management.

An Order for establishment of the Working group that indicates #rmabars of the TWG

their functions and the deadline to prepare the operationgtgamme, was coordinate

147

EN


http://www.eufunds.bg/

EN

and approved by the Minister in charge of the EU Funds Management and the Min
Environment and Water.

The full list of partners involved in hTWG is presented in Section 12, item12.3.

The Order for establishment of th&/T and TWG Internal Rules of Procedure regu
the role of the partners in the preparation of the operational programme. The dog
developed for the meetings and writterogedures should be sent bymail within 7
working days prior to the meetingtdaor prior to the deadline for submission of commg
at the latest. Al TWG members representing the relevant organisations/institutic
entitled to submit comments oretimaterials requiring coordination.

During the meetings the TWG members are foeput forward their views on the issu
concerned and materials provided. The meetings are recorded with the pury
development ofmeetings minutesThe draft minutes, wibh include the decisions mad
are sent to the TWG viarmaail. The TWG membeitsave the opportunity to provide writtg
comments on the draft minutéhe final version is sent to all members and publishe
the OPE websitehftp://ope.moew.government.bgjbdhe TWG meetings are held a
convenient location in a building, which provides access to persons with disabilitieg

Other possibility for active participation of the partners is to present certgogais on
the content of the operational programme, both officially and-wike

The main comments and recommendations on the programme are related to its cor
with the EU and national legislation; the European and national strategic docume|
ex-ante and strategic environmental assessment of the operational progt
identification of funding priorities and eligible activities; identification of beneficiaries
indicators, allocation of the financial resources and application of the htaiizinciples.
The TWG is informed about the progress of the overall and tihenex-ante
conditionalities in sector Environment and Climate change.

To ensure better quality of the OPE elaboration, mechanisms, such as establish
working subgroupsral involvement of external experts, are laid down in the TWG R
of ProcedureThe OPE MA endorses additional methods to involve the partners |
programmeelaboration, besides those regulated in the TWG Rules of Procedure an
Order. Meetings onpecific topics requiring expertise and broad bgsadicipation of the
stakehatlers are held.

The OPE website and the single information web portal providing general inforn
about the EU Structural and Cohesion Funds management in the Republic arfied
ensure access for stakeholders, which are not directly involved in theahd{Be proces
of preparation of the operational programme. Materials from the WG meetings, sur\
important topics, answers to questions concerning the scope of tharprogy etc. arg
published therein. Through participation in awareness campaighsdigtribution of
printed materials the OPE MA reaches even a wider range of stakeholders.

The operational programme IS prepaand
reaching an agreement on the specific priority axes.

Based on the experiences deslsons learnt from the 20@D13 programming period, th
partners make recommendations and proposals on the programming process, the
the Operational Programme Environment 201202Q including its further

implementation.
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The principle of partnelsp should be applied in the implementation, monitoring
assessment of the OP. The participation of the partners identified in the OPE prepal
ensuredhrough the continuity of the TWG into Monitoring Committee (MC). The (
MC prepares and adagpRules of procedure that allow the monitoring of the prograil
i mpl ementation and the progress towar
is usel in the establishment and approval of selection criteria for operations to be fin
The MC reviews and coordinates the annual progress reports of the programm
ensuring its effective and quality implementation. It monitors the progress of the
assessment plan. Also, the information and communication measures funded wif
technicalassistance priority axis will ensure partners and stakeholders with full acq

information concerning the programme implementation.

7.2.2 Global grants(for ESF, where appropriate)
(Reference: Article 6(1) of Regulation (EU) No 1304/2013)

NOT APPLICABLE

7.2.3Earmarking for capacity building(for ESF, where appropriate)
(Reference: Article 6(2and (3) of Regulation (EU) No 1304/2013)
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SECTION 8 COORDINATION BETWEEN THE FUNDS, THE EAFRD, THE EMFF AND OTHER
UNION AND NATIONAL FUNDING INSTRUMENTS, AND WITH THE EIB

(Reference: Article 9&()(a) of Regulation (EU) No 1303/2013)

The mechanisms that ensure coordination between the RinedEAFRD, the EMFF and other
Union and national funding instruments and with the EIB taking into account the relevant provisions
laid down in the CSF

The demarcation of the actions planned un@®E 2014 2020 priority axes and othq
programmes is as follows:

1. Interventions related to water management:

1 OPE 2014- 202071 Measuresfor the construction of WSS infrastructure
agglomerations of more than 000 PE (in order to ensure complianagith
Directive 91/271EEC). Developmentof documents for the purposes die
implementation of th®VFD and theMarine strategy framework directivieve been
envisaged to be financedthin this priority axisas well

1 RDP 2014- 20207 Investmentsn WSS nfrastructuren agglomeration with les
than 2000 PE in the rural areas

1 OPRG 2014 20207 Investments in WSS installations for buildings in flatavith
energy efficiency measures will support interventions for promoting the redy
of water consumtion and the introduction of other wataving methods (i
buildings in cities under IPURD). The activities under OPRG 282D within the
areas bimpact, will be coordinated with activities in the WSS sector in OPE-2
2020.

2. Interventions related to waste management:

1 OPE 2014- 20207 Investments related to the improvementnuinicipal waste
management in compliance with the wastanagement hierarchynformation
campaigns/demonstration projects targetiegdaste prevention

1 OPIC 2014 202071 Investmentdor introduction of modern technologies for usi
waste as raw material in new production and/or other alternataste uses;
introduction of zerowaste technologies, innovative production materials
increased use of recyclable materiadscth nol ogi es f or t h
productso, etc. in all economic se

1 RDP 2014 20207 Investments in the proper storagelaise of animal waste ali
investments in theonstructon of new and reconstruci of existing facilities for
processing secondary products, waste, residues and other raw materials il
energy in the farmgorestries and the processing plamsedments to facilitate thg
supplies and usage of renewable energy sources from secondary products
residues andther norfood materials for the bieconomy.
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1 MFP 2014 2020i Investmentselated to the reduction of pollution caused by sh
port fecilities, marine litter modernization of aquaculture farms in order to red
the negative impact on the environment

3. Interventions related to preservingNatura 2000and biodiversity:

T MFP 2014- 20201 Improving the fishingequipmentand shipsselectivity;
Compensations fgproduction facilitiean Natura 2000 sites;ollection of data fol
fishery sector and ensug the integrated marine monitoring and planning.

1 RDP 2014- 202071 Measuresfor maintenance and prevention of degrads
processes in agricultural lands with high nature value, excluding the exclusiv
property lands. The OPE provides mainly furgdiar restoration of natural habita
and species habitats Natura200Q including suclashigh naturevalue grasslands
Measures for maintenance of high nature value lands in Natura 2000 will be €
only in exclusive state property lands and irdewhere the mechanisms of the R
are not applicable. The latter type of lands could cover lands different
agricultual landsand/or where there are no registered farmers willing to cultj
the land, e.g. lands near the Black sea, lands that ameestmeninterest, which
could be purchaseshder OPEand restored

With regard to forestry lantheasuresRDP provides funding under Measure 8
the programme for investments in forest area development and improvemen
viability of forests, intuding in Natura 2000. Measures in Natura 2000 fore
lands different than exclusive state property foyelstnds will befunded The OPE
provides funding for improvement of forest nature habitats and species h
entirely within Natura 2000 and &xclusive state property forestry lands.

Measures related to prevention and restoration of forest firagendisasters an
catastrophic events consequences in forest lands are covered IRFDHrovides
funding for compensation payments for Natura @Cfgricultural lands. Thi
designation of orders for SPA and SACs is a necessary precondition fi
compenskons.

7 OPHRD 2014- 2020 i Envisages funding for interventionthat increas
employmentopportunities in sectors with high potentmich as thereen jobs,
Investments are as followsupport for employers and enterprises within Nay
2000; trainings for young entrepreneurs within Natura 2000 for planning
development of ecbusiness, etc.

1 The OPE will increase the employment with measuresdtablishment of Natur,
2000 managenme structure and will contribute to temporary employment w
funding management and implementatiompbrity axis 3projects.

1 OPGG 2014 20207 The OPE will provide funding for establishmerita national
unit in charge of NPAF mamgment. OPGG will mvide funding for the
functioning of thementioned national unit arfdr strengtheningfs capacity.

1 OPSEIG 2014 20207 Supports measures for environmental education at sc|

such as development of new books;r@ase of the literacy famature scienceg
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4. Interventions related to risk prevention and management:

1 OPEZ2014- 20207 Supportwill be provided for the establishment of a Natio|

5. Interventions related to improvement of ambient air quality:

1 OPE 2014 20201 Supportfor measures for carrying out review and analysis 0]

promotion of higher education in nature sciences, incl. establishment of nef
with the businessThe OPE provides funding for innovative environmental ev|
that will sustainthgp 0 p u | anteiesi of théstopic

Financial Mecharsim ofthe European Economic Are& of EEA) - under BGO03
ABi odi ver syt Yy e pssgp@nmed csapport will be provided fo
development of national methodologites biophysical evaluation of ecosyster
and evaluation of theservices out oNatura 2000The OPE envisages verificatic
of the methodologiesdeveloped under the FM of EEANd their update i
necessaryand biophysical evaluation of ecosystems and their services wi
Natura 2000Further, assessment of ecdsys services econac value will be
carried out and a system for their paid isBlatura 200Qvill be developed.

Real Time Water ManagementSystem whose main task is to provide ftl
information required for water management and to issue timely alerts in ¢
floods or droughtsAlso, 6 centers foincreasinghe preparedness of the populat
for an adequate respemto floodswill be establishedveasures for the introductiq
of preventive and flood risk management solutions, includipglication of an
ecosystenbased approach will be funded. Investments forlandslides risk
prevention and managemeare envisaged

RDP 2014- 20207 Support will be provided forisk management in agriculture
creaton and development aflimate change resistant cropscreasng theshare of
agricultural lands under agexological practicegeducingthe risk of floods and
drough in rural areas

municipalplanson the ambient air quality, supporting the competent authoriti
the prgaraton/revision, implementation and control afiunicipal plans and
monitoring of the ambient air qualjtyneasures for reduction of domestic heal
and public transport emissions (including retrofittmfgoperatingpublic transpori
vehicles etc.)

OPRG 2014 20201 Support forthe "development and improvement of systems
public transport using busdsams, trolley buses that meet the European regula
for emissions from the engines and the use of renewable/alternative energy |
for public transpord (purchase of new public transport vehicles$ well as the
implementation ofenergy efficiencymeasuresn residentialand administrative
buildings andin studens dormitory buildings incl. gasification installations for
production of energ from renewable energy sources to meesers energy
consumptionneeds, measures to improve urban environment, including |
infrastructure and connection of green areas in order to improve urban ecosy

OPTTI 2014 20201 Investmentdor improvemat the infrastructure for intermod,
transport and enhancing theality of services for passengers and cargo.
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1 RDP 2014- 20207 Investmentsfor reducing the industrial emissionsofn
enterprises in the agricultural sector and development of basic eseraitd
rehabilitation ofinfrastructure in rural areas.

1 OPIC 24 - 20207 Investmentsaimed at increasing the energy and resol
efficiency of the enterprises through the introduction of-t@sbon technologies
ecainnovations.

6. Technical Assistace

1 OPE 2014202071 Support for strengthening the MA adminisivat capacity on
programme management and implementation, and of beneficiaries in relatio
the cycle of implementation of specific projects under the prograinmeblic
procurement casespntracting, appropriate implementation and management ¢
approved projects, and for the subsequent proper use and maintenance
acquired assets and etc.

1 OPGG 2014020i Support will be provided for general trainings for increasing
administraive capacity of staff, concerning tiraplementation of common eante
conditionalities (such as public procurement, state aid, project managemer
improving administrative services to citizens and businesses by standal
services, introducingaenplex administrative services, intradion of egovernance
and human resource management.

In terms of the measures set out in the EU Strategy for the Danube Region, OPI
2020 envisages support for activities related to the flood prevention/pratéatough
implementation of the measugrdaid down in the Flood Risk Management Plans
fulfilment of these obligations some of the measures envisaged in the Danube §
will be implemented.

Regarding the financing of measures related to achieviregléhy marine environmen
acc.provisions of the Marie Strategy Framework Directiv®PE will contribute to &
healthy marine environment, taking into accountgbals and recommendatiomsthe
Black Sea Strategy. On the other ha@dPTTI 20142020 wil support measures 1
protect themarine and river environment in ports and coasts through the provisi
reception facilities for waste and cargo residues originating from spgrgtions

At the same time, synergy and complementarity with the trénsad crossborder and
transregional cooperation programmes will be sought. Clear, accurate and sj
demarcation(where necessary at project evaluation and implementation ,stelgieh
will reduce the risk of double financing of the activities pded for therein, will be
ensured.

In the context of the Europe 2020 Strategy, which promotes the harmonious, b4
and sustainable development of the European Union, an integrated approach st
applied by coordinating the ESI Funds with otherrappate financial instruments tie
Union. The complementarities and synergies of the funds and financial instrt
targeted at the environmental sector will enhance the effect of their use.

In the implementation of OPE 202020 complementarity is ssible with the
Programmédor theEnvironment and Climate ActiorLIFE and experience gained ung

LI'FE projects6 i mp.lAdditiomally, expertsorespomsible for LI
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programme implementation within MOEW will participate in the elabonabf project
selection criteriainder OPE.

OPE 20192 020 wi | | c o n t Sharibgureseurces and Ramipatendies
environmental protection and conservadion o fBlatk fSea Basin Joint Operatior|
Programmehrough implementation of measungsder PA 1, 2 and 3 of OPE.

The ESIF support may be combined with national financial instruments aimed
implementation of projects in the environmental sector. In this sense, the Enterp
Management of EnvironmentBrotectionActivities (EMEPA) offers such options. Th
EMEPA funds all areas, where funding under OPE 28020 is provided for, b
providing grants of up to 100% and interérgte loans which may be granted to pul

authorities in full amount and to trade companies and sole sriadiye amount of up t
70% of the total project cost.

The implementation of the integrated approach in the use of the grants BylERRA
will allow synergies between the existing national funding and EU funding in the a
environment to be achiege

To enhance the effect of the use of appropriate financial instruments, the fir
resources available in the form of grants may be combined in an appropriate wg
loans and loan guarantees from the EIB. In addition, the bank provides an opy(
the experience of external experts in finance and management of the institution to
for the successful implementation of the projects by the beneficiaries.
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SECTION 9 EX-ANTE CONDITIONALITIES
(Reference: Article 96(6)(b) of Regulation (EU) 1i803/2013)

9.1 Ex-ante conditionalities
Information about the applicability and fulfilment of the @xte conditionalities (optional)

The identified exante conditionalities are as follow:

Thematicex-anteconditionalities:

- 5.1. Risk prevention and risk management: The existence of national or regiof
assessments for disaster management taking into account climate change ad

- 6.1. Water sector: The existence of a) a water pricing patogh povides adequat
incentives for users to use water resources efficiently and b) an adequate cont
of the different water uses to the recovery of the costs of water services al
determined in the approved river basin management planvestrment supportec
by the programmes.

- 6.2. Waste sector: Promoting economically and environmentally susta
investments in the waste sector particularly by the development of |
management plans consistent with Directive 2008/98/EC on wastayitndhe
waste hierarchy.

General exante conditionalities:

I 4. Existence of arrangements for effective enforcemeriofi onds | ¢
public procurements ithefield of European structural and investments funds.

I 5. Existence of arrangements fofegftiveenforcemenb f Uni ondés r
in the field of European structural and investments funds (The applicability {
conditionality is based on a preliminary assessment with regards to the possit
interventionswhich could fall withn the scope of the legislation on de minimis &
and block exemption regulatiipn

i 6. Existence of arrangements for effective enforcereffettive implementation g
the Unionbés envi rEAamkeStAt al |l egi sl at

i 7. The existence of a statistical basisassary to undertake evaluations to asses
effectiveness and impact of the programs. The existence of a system of
indicators necessary to select actions, which most effectively contribute to ¢
results, to monitor progress towards result @mnundertake impact evaluation

Information on e fulfillment, as well ason the implementation ofthe necessar,
additioral actionsis updated monthly and is available in separate Anniexise with
the Partnershipgreement

Table 24: Applicable ex-ante conditionalities and assessment of thefulfillment

155

EN



Ex-ante

o : Priority axis or | Ex-ante Criteria Criteria | Reference Explanations
conditionality . s : X
axes to which| conditionality fulfilled (reference to the
the fulfilled: :
conditionality Yes/No/Partially VeSS 2?%?%;3':66'%33?
applies documents, incl.
references to
relevant sections,
articles or
paragraphs,
accompanied by
weblinks or access
to full text)
5.1. Risk 4. Flood risk No gggﬂg??:;(r No Preliminary flood | Additional efforts
prevention and | and landslides assessment risk assessments fg needed
risk prevention and with the thefour Regions for
management: | management following Basin management
:gﬁoi)glsfrnce of elements shall A _Third National
regional risk be in place: Action Plan on
0 a Climate Change fo

assessments for
disaster
management
taking into
account climate
change
adaptation

description of
the process,
methodology,
methods, and
nonsensitive
data used for
risk
assessment ag
well as of the
risk-based
criteria for the
prioritization
of investment;
0 a
description of
singlerisk and

the period 2013
2020 has been
adopted.

Analysis and
assessment of the
risk and
vulnerability of the
sectors in the
Bulgarian economy
from climate
change have been
prepared.

Analysis of the risk
of landslices on the
territory of Bulgaria

Q::Lg::;r'isoks; The Iandslides in
d taking into Bulgaria are
account, mapped.
where Methodology for
appropriate, prioritization of the
national landslides
climate
change
adaptation
strategies
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6.1. Water 1. Water No For the sectorg No River Basin The criteria are
sector: receiving Management Plans| partially fulfilled
Existence of a support from in force and only as for the
water pricing ERDF and CF, reported to EC on | drinking  water
policy providing the Member 22.032010 supply  services
adequate State has htp/Avww3.moew and the urbar
incentives for provided the y - areas wastewate
users to use the different users qovernme'ntzq/?sh treatment.
water resarces with access to Ow=topk id=66&la
efficiently and the recovery ng=bg
b) adequate of water
contribution of services costs )
the different by sectors in Water act:
water uses to compliance http://www3.moew.
recover the with Article 9 government.bg/files
water services (1) (first dash) ffile/Water/L egishti
costs at the leve of Directive on/Zakoni/ZAKON
defined in the 2000/60/EC, za_vodite.pdf
Eggirr? ved river i'ﬂgﬂr',gto Tariff for_ water
management where abstractionusage
plan for appropriate, ofa vyater body and
progr amf the socig pollution
supported environmental http://www3.moew.
investments and economic government.bg/files
effects of the ffil e/Water/Legislati
recovery as on/tarifi/Ttaksi_vod
well as the ovz_polzv_zamyrs.
geographic pdf
and climatic
conditions of
the region or Legislation inthe
regions watersector
affected
http://www.moew.g
overnment.bg/?sho
w=top&cid=40
Adoption of a | No River basin
river basin management plans
management http://www3.moew.
plan for the
. . governmat.bg/?sh
river be_lsm ow=top&cid=66&la
region in —
accordance ng=bg
with Article River Basin
13 of Management Plans
Directive are into force and
2000/ 60 reported to EC on
22.03.2010
6.2. Waste 2. Waste Yes An Yes The reportwassent
sector: implementatio to the European
Promotion of n report as Commission on 30

economically
and

requested by
Article 11(5)

September 2013.

environmental} of Directive

sustainable 2008/98/EC

investmentsn has been

the waste sector| submitted to
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http://www3.moew.government.bg/files/file/Water/Legislation/Zakoni/ZAKON_za_vodite.pdf
http://www3.moew.government.bg/files/file/Water/Legislation/Zakoni/ZAKON_za_vodite.pdf
http://www3.moew.government.bg/files/file/Water/Legislation/Zakoni/ZAKON_za_vodite.pdf
http://www3.moew.government.bg/files/file/Water/Legislation/Zakoni/ZAKON_za_vodite.pdf
http://www3.moew.government.bg/files/file/Water/Legislation/Zakoni/ZAKON_za_vodite.pdf
http://www3.moew.government.bg/files/file/Water/Legislation/tarifi/Ttaksi_vodovz_polzv_zamyrs.pdf
http://www3.moew.government.bg/files/file/Water/Legislation/tarifi/Ttaksi_vodovz_polzv_zamyrs.pdf
http://www3.moew.government.bg/files/file/Water/Legislation/tarifi/Ttaksi_vodovz_polzv_zamyrs.pdf
http://www3.moew.government.bg/files/file/Water/Legislation/tarifi/Ttaksi_vodovz_polzv_zamyrs.pdf
http://www3.moew.government.bg/files/file/Water/Legislation/tarifi/Ttaksi_vodovz_polzv_zamyrs.pdf
http://www3.moew.government.bg/files/file/Water/Legislation/tarifi/Ttaksi_vodovz_polzv_zamyrs.pdf
http://www.moew.government.bg/?show=top&cid=40
http://www.moew.government.bg/?show=top&cid=40
http://www.moew.government.bg/?show=top&cid=40
http://www3.moew.government.bg/?show=top&cid=66&lang=bg
http://www3.moew.government.bg/?show=top&cid=66&lang=bg
http://www3.moew.government.bg/?show=top&cid=66&lang=bg
http://www3.moew.government.bg/?show=top&cid=66&lang=bg

more
specifically by
development of
waste
management
plans in
accordance with
Directive
2008/ 98/
waste and the

the
Commission
on progress
towards
meeting the
targets set out
in Article 11
of Directive
2008/98/EC.

waste hierarchy. The existence | Yes National Waste The National
of one or more Management Plan | Waste
waste 2014-2020 Management Plai
management http://WW\W.moew.qov 20142020was
pIan; as ernment.bg/files/file/ adoptecbn 22
required under Waste/NACIONALE | December 2014
Article 28 of N PLAN/ /NRUO 2 | by the Council of
Directive 014-2020.pdf Ministers
2008/98/EC
The existence | Yes National Waste The programme
of waste Management Plan | for preventon of
prevention 2014-2020 generating \aste
programmes, htto: is partof the
as required e:;pr#m%?ez%gv National Waste
under Article Waste/NACIONALE | Management Plaf
29 of N_PLAN/ /NPUO 2 | 2014202Q
Directive 014-2020.pdf adopted on 22
2008/98/EC December 2014
by the CM
Necessary Yes Since 13.07.2012 g?; estl;res for
measures to the promulgated achievement are
achieve the Waste Managemen| . .
included in the
targets on Act sets the targets .
: oD new National
preparation for| and responsibilities W
} aste
re-use and http://www3.moew
. - Management
recycling by governmenbgfiles Plan
2020 [file/WastéLeqisla
consistent ion/ZakoniZUO.pd
with Article f
11(2) of
Directive
2008/98/EC
have leen
adopted
4. Existence of 1. Water Partially Arrangements | No National Strategy I\/_Ieasyres n this
direction will be
arrangements > Waste for the for the further
for effective| = effective Development of the
o ; strengthened.
enforcement of 3.NATURA application of Public Procurement
. ~ ) . . . The strategy
Uni onds | 2000 and Union public Sector in Bulgaria :
o S . . envisages
legislation  on| Biodiversity procurement for the period 2014
s . development of
public . rules through i 2020(Adopted
.| 4. Flood risk . ; : new Procuremen
procurements ir d landslided appropriate with Council of Act and propose
the field of| &N ?n St eé mechanisms Ministers Decision measuresr,) pfor
European prevention - an 498/11.07.2014

structural and

management

using a uniform
practice by the
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http://www.moew.government.bg/files/file/Waste/NACIONALEN_PLAN/_/NPUO_2014-2020.pdf
http://www.moew.government.bg/files/file/Waste/NACIONALEN_PLAN/_/NPUO_2014-2020.pdf
http://www.moew.government.bg/files/file/Waste/NACIONALEN_PLAN/_/NPUO_2014-2020.pdf
http://www.moew.government.bg/files/file/Waste/NACIONALEN_PLAN/_/NPUO_2014-2020.pdf
http://www.moew.government.bg/files/file/Waste/NACIONALEN_PLAN/_/NPUO_2014-2020.pdf
http://www.moew.government.bg/files/file/Waste/NACIONALEN_PLAN/_/NPUO_2014-2020.pdf
http://www.moew.government.bg/files/file/Waste/NACIONALEN_PLAN/_/NPUO_2014-2020.pdf
http://www.moew.government.bg/files/file/Waste/NACIONALEN_PLAN/_/NPUO_2014-2020.pdf
http://www.moew.government.bg/files/file/Waste/NACIONALEN_PLAN/_/NPUO_2014-2020.pdf
http://www.moew.government.bg/files/file/Waste/NACIONALEN_PLAN/_/NPUO_2014-2020.pdf
http://www3.moew.government.bg/files/file/Waste/Legislation/Zakoni/ZUO.pdf
http://www3.moew.government.bg/files/file/Waste/Legislation/Zakoni/ZUO.pdf
http://www3.moew.government.bg/files/file/Waste/Legislation/Zakoni/ZUO.pdf
http://www3.moew.government.bg/files/file/Waste/Legislation/Zakoni/ZUO.pdf
http://www3.moew.government.bg/files/file/Waste/Legislation/Zakoni/ZUO.pdf

investments
funds

5.Improvement
of the ambient
air quality

6.Technical
assistance

http://www.govern
ment.bg/cgibin/e-
cms/vigvis.pl?s=00
1&p=0211&n=99&
g

The Strategy
provides for
measures to
improve efficiency
in public
procurement and to
reassure complianc
with the EU
legislation n the
field.

Public
Procurement
Agency, MA of
OPs, National
Audit Office,
Public Financial
Inspection
Agency (FFIA),
Commission for

Protection of
Competition
(CPQ and the
Supreme

Administrative

Court SAC) and
coordination  of
their activities It
includesmeasures
to further expang
the scope of the
ex-ante control by

the Public
Procuement
Agency for
effective
cooperation
between
supervisory
authorities in
order to
standardize  the
practices ang
streamlining ex
post control.
There will also be
measures tq
increase the
effectiveness  of
judicial
protection

Letters by the
CPC and the SAC
to optimize the

system for
appeals were
received.
Arrangements| Yes The National| Measures in this
which ensure Strategy for thg direction will be
transparent Development of thg further
contract award Public Procuremen| strengthened.
procedures Sector in Bulgarig
for the period 2014
I 2020 envisage
introdudion of e
communication to
t he stodd ¢
by the end of 2016
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Arrangements| No MA of the OPE
for training ensures trainings fo
and the MA experts
dissemination related to the
of information effective
for staff implementation of
involved in the the public
implementatio procurement
n of the ESI legislation,
funds avoidance of the
risk for financial
corrections and
administrative
penaltiesduring the
procurement
process.
MA of the OPE
pubisheson its
web site
procedures,
manuals and
guidance
The National
Strategy for the
Development of the
Public Procuremen
Sector in Bulgaria
for the period 2014
T 2020 envisages
measures fo
trainings of MA of
the (Ps and the
Public Procuremen
Agencystaff.
gra”geggztfe No The MA of the OPH]
administrative ?r:(perts involved in
capacity  for e procuremen
implementatio process are
n and provided N with
application of relevant trainings.
Union public The National
procurement Strategy envisags
rules. measures fo
enhancing the
capacity of the PPA
and measures fo
technical assistanc
for experts involved
in the public
proaurement.
5. The existence 1. Water Yes Arrangements| Yes Nationaland
of arrangements 2 Waste for the European
for the effective| = effective legislatian on state

application  of

application of

aid rules:
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Union State aid 3.NATURA Union State http://stateaid.minfin.
rules in the field| 2000 and aid rules ba/
of the ESI| Biodiversity
Funds. 4.Flood risk and
landslides Arrangements| Yes All MA of the OPs
prevention ang for training take part in
management and trainings and could
dissemination participate in
5. Improvement of information trainings organized
of the ambient for staff by thePublic
air quality involved in the Finance Schal to
implementatio the Ministry of
n of the ESI Finance.
funds
Arrangements | Yes Nationaland
to ensure European
administrative legislaton on state
capacity for aid rules:
implementatio http://stateaid.minfin.
n and ba/
application of The draft
Union State amendment of the
aid rules. State aid act
provides the
introduction of a
specific obligation
to administratoref
state aidincluding
MA of theOPE) to
enhancemantain
and ensure
sufficient capacity
for planning,
developing,
notification,
management and
control of the
provided state aid
and de minimis
6. The existencg 1. Water Yes Arrangements| Yes Environment
of arrangement; > Waste for the protection act
for the effective| = effective (promulgated in
application of| 3.  NATURA application of State Gazette N
Union 2000 and Directive 91/25.09.2002)
environmental | Biodiversity 2011/92/EU of

legislation
related to EA
and SEAG.

4. Flood risk
and landslides
prevention ano
management

5. Improvement
of the ambient
air quality

the European
Parliament

and of the
Council (2)
(EIA) and of
Directive
2001/42/EC of
the European

Ordinanceon the
terms and
conditions for EIA
(last modfication
with SG No
94/30.11.2012)

Ordinance on the
terms and

Parliament conditions for SEA
and of the (last modification
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Council (3)
(SEA).

with SG No
94/30.11.2012

Arrangements| Yes Manuals develope
for training within the
and JASPERS projec
dissemination are published at th
of information MoEW web site:
for staff http://www.moew.g
involved in the ovefnment.bq/’>sr.10
implementatio — PP
n of the EIA w=top&cid=233
and SEA E-network of the
Directives SEA and EIA
experts within the
MoEW is
established, incl. o
regional level. The
network is used fo
exchange of
information,
dissemination of]
information and
documents
electronically.
Arrangements| Yes Units dealing with
to ensure SEA and EIA are
sufficient established in all o
administrative the 16 Regiona
capacity. Inspectorates  fo
Environment and
Water. The
functional
responsibilities  of
the expertsinclude
coordination of the
SEA and EIA
procedure.
http://www.moew.gov
ernment.bg/?show=1¢
4
7. The existencq 1. Water Patially Arrangements| Yes European statistic
of a statistical for timely code of practice
basis necessar 2. Waste collection and .
. Declaration on the
to undertakg 3. NATURA aggregation of .
evaluations tg 2000 and statistical data que_lllty of . t_he
S . . national statistica
assess th¢ Biodiversity with the
effectiveness : following system  of  the
4. Flood risk

and impact of
the programmes
The existence o]
a system of
result indicators

and landslides
prevention ang
management

elements are ir
place:

o) the
identification

of sources an(
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necessary tq
select actions
which most
effectively
contribute to
desired reults,
to monitor
progress
towards results
and to undertakg
impact
evaluation

5. Improvement
of the ambient
air quality

mechanisms tq
ensure

statistical
validation;

o}
arrangements
for publication
and public
availability of
aggregated
data

Republic
Bulgaria

Statistics Act

National Statisticg

Programme
2013

Rules for
dissemination

statstical pralucts

and services

of

for

the
of

An effective
system of
result
indicators
including:

0 the
selection of
result

indicators for
each
programme
providing
information on
what
motivates the
selection of
policy actions
financed by
the
programme;
o] the
establishment
of targets for
these
indicators;

d the
consistency of
each indicator
with the
following
requisites:
robustness anc
statistical
validation,
clarity of
normative
interpretation,
responsivenes
to policy,
timely
collection of
data

No

List of standardized

statistical data
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Procedures to
ensure that all
operations
financed by
the program
adopt an
effective
system of
indicators.

No

EN

9.2

and a timetable forsuch actiong®!

Table 25: Actions to be undertaken tofulfill applicable general exante conditionalities

General exante
conditionalities

Criteria not
fulfilled

Action to be taken

Deadline (date)

Bodies responsible
for fulfillment

4. The existence o0
arrangements for th
effective application of
Union public
procurement law in thé
field of the ESI Funds

Arrangement
s for the
effective
application of
Union public
procurement
rules through
appropriate
mechanisms

Action 1 - Estallishing
codified, sustainable an
simplified legislation in
the field of public
procurement by adoptini
of a new Public
procurement act an
regulations  for its
implementation.

Action 2 - Design of
reinforced managemer|
and control systems fg
ESIF, incl. dfective
cooperation in order tq
ensure consistenc|
between the actions in th
ex-ante and eyost
control.

Action 3 - Review of the
appeal system and
proposals for its
optimization (i.e.
safeguards against abu
of the right to appeal
etc.).

January 2016

Action 17 ME, PPA
Action 27 MA, CCU,
EA AEUF, PPA, Court
of Auditors, PFIA

Action 37 CPC,SAC

101 These tables 25 and 26 evwonly applicable general and thematieaste conditionalities which
arecompletely unfilled or partially fulfilled (as set out in table 24 above) at the time of submission
the operational programme.
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Arrangement
s for training
and

dissemination

Action 1 - Design and
implementation of
training and developmer
programme for  stafi

DecembeR016

Action 17
PPA
Action 27 MA, CCU,
EA AEUF, PPA, Court
of Auditors, PFIA

IPA, MA,

of involved in the
information management of ESIF
ifr?\r/olved staifnf Action 2 - Revision. apd
the update of_ ex_lstlr_19
implementati systems of disseminatio
on of the ESI _and _exchange 0
funds information between
practitioners from
ManagingAuthorities and
beneficiaries and othe
stakeholders on publi
procurement with a view
to establishing a uniforn
practice
Arrangement | Action 1- Enhancing thel December 208 Action 1T ME, PPA

s to ensure
administrativ
e capacity for

administrative capacity o
the PPA by increasing th
number of the experts an

Action 21 IPA, MA,
PPA

implementati | carrying out of trainings.
ggalicatior?rc])? Action 270 Providing
Union public |mp_roved technical
procurement assistance tdhe experts
rules. applying the public
procurement rules
through organization and
conduction of trainings
and other needs identifie
from consultation of]
target groups
Zt.atggiialet)a(:stiinnceece(;fsa An effective | Action 11 Selt_acti_on of| December 2016 :\Acilon 1T NSl op
to uncertake evaluationy SYSteM of| peformance '“d'C?“OVE Action 27 NSI, O
to assess th _res_ult for each operationa MA
effectiveness and impa !ndlca_tors progranme  up to_ 2
of the programmes. including: months after the agbtion
5 the of the OR

The existence of @
system of result
indicators necessary t
select actions, whicl
most effectively
contribute to desireq
results, to monito
progress towards resul
and to unddake impact
evaluation

selection of
result
indicators for
each
programme
providing
information
on what
motivates the
selection of
policy actions
financed by
the
programme;

o) the
establishment]
of targets for
these
indicators;

Action 27 Definition of
baseline and target valug
for result indicatorsinder
priority axes 5
Al mprovemen
ambient air qualityd

compliance  with a
developedaction plan
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o] the
consistency
of each
indicator with
the following
requisites:
robustness
and statistical
validation,
clarity of
normative
interpretation
responsivene
ss to policy,
timely
collection of
data

Action 1: NSI, OP MA

Procedures in

place to| Development of
ensure that al| procedures to collect an

August2015

operations | process the microdat]
financed by| necessary to assess t
the contribution of operations
programme | to specific objectives ol
adopt an| each ORup to two months
effective after the adoption of thy
system of| op.

indicators.

Table 26: Actions to be undertaken tofulfill applicable thematic exante conditionalities

Thematic exante Cri'geria not Action to be taken Deadline Bodies .

conditionalities fulfilled (date) responsi
ble for
fulfilme
nt

5.1.Risk prevention | A national or regional| Action 1: December | MOEW

and risk risk assessment with ) ) ) ) 2016 Mol

management: the the following Adoption of flood risk management plans, including a

existence of natical | elements shall be in | naional catalogue of measures and national priorities f

or regional risk place flood risk management.

assessments for . . . .

disaster managemen The flood risk maps will p_rowde information for

taking into account assessment of the potential adverse consequences for

climate change different fload scenarios.

adaptation
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6.1. Water sector| For the sectors Action 1- Implementation o& natisal survey to ensure | December | Action 1
Existence of; receiving support | the neededata on climate change and its impact on wa 2015 i MOEW
a) water pricing fcr:cl>:mNI|E eF\rir?bZ?g(tjat e Action 27 Drawing up the water ussconomic analysis Action 2
policy  providing has’ proviled the for the period 20072013 whichwould be thebasisof the i MoOEW
]z%dreltquu;tsetlgclesnél\t/ﬁ different users with | Measures and pricing poliay the second RBMPs Action 3
water resourced 2€CESS to the Action 31 Adoption of an Ordinance on the water use T
efficiently and recovery of water | standards as referred to in Article 117(a), paragfaph MoEW,
y services costs by | the Water Act MRDPW
b) adequatg sectors in . . . . . ,  MAF,
contribution of the| compliance with feCt:,(ljlgtgrl ’?‘gﬁg\?vgﬁ(fi'ﬁ?r'lsela&'/\'s%rgigfor?em'n the ME, MH
different water usey Article 9(1) (first 9 y Action 4
to recover the wate| dash) of Directive | Action 5i Introduction of different pricesf theservice i
services costs at th 2000/60/EC, taking| water supply for subscribagserswithin water MRDPW
level defined in thg into account, where consumption standards, ansers exceeding such EWRC,
approved river| appropriate, the standards !
i social, . . . .
Egsnn managerr;cer environmental and | Action 61 Drafting anamendment to the Tarifér water MoEW
progr amméd economic effects of abstractionwater facility useiees and pollutiorfiees. ;Actlon 5
supported the recoery as well| Action 71 Drawing up costecovery analysis, using the
. : . L MoEW,
investments as the geographic | available statistics has been prepared. EWRC,
and climatic
conditions of the Action 87 Adoption ofLaw on the Amendment and MRDPW
region or regions Supplement of the Water Ammeret_)y simple and Action 6
affected applicable mechanisms fdeterminingpollution fee i MoEW
shouldbe introduced Action 7
Action 971 Introdudion of mechanism to rinfence the i MoEW
revenues based on the full depreciation oétsssncluding Action 8
the grant funded assets, and a mechanism to retain the !
: i I MOEW
funds for future reinvestments in the sector.
Action 9
i
MRDPW
, MF
Adoption of a river | Action 1- Adoptionof the second River Basin December | MOEW
basin management| Management Plans. 2016

plan for the river
basin region in
accordance with
Article 13 of
Directive
2000/ 60/ 1

Action 2- Implementation of a thregear programme for
completbn of inter-calibration of the methodsr analysis
and values of qualitgf biologicalelements QBE)
applicableto the types of surface watdrsBulgaria
corresponding taertaincommon EU types

Action 3- National studieso be carried ouib overcome
specified deficiencies:pdating the typology and the
classification system for assessment ofase water
bodies of the &atbteg@odi &4
wa t eandsassessment of the impact of diffuse source
pollution over the status of surface watersl their
chemicalstatus Action 4 - Investments fofurther

building of monitoring networks

Action 5- Implementatiorof the measures undertaken in
accordance with Article 11(5) for the water facilities,

which fail to achieve the targeas identified under Article
4. Themeasures are planned such as specified in the rq
under At.15 of the Water Framework Directive (presen

by Bulgaria to the European Commission in 2010)
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SECTION 10 REDUCTION OF THE ADMINISTRATIVE BURDEN FOR BENEFICIARIES
(Reference: Article 96(6)(c) of Regulation (EU) No 1303/2013)

A summary of the assessment of the administrative burden for beneficiaries and, where necessary,
the actions planned accompanied by an indicative timefi@ reduce administrative burden.

During the period 20072013 the OPE beneficiaries implemdnt the first time
projects financed by the EU Funds. The beneficiaries experience difficulties in v
degreeswith regards tahe administrative procedures in the different stages o
project cycle Thosearemainly relatedo the requirements for project applicatiand
afterthe projectapproval: the preparation of tipeiblic procuremenprocedures an
the submission of payment requests for their verificatibn. particular the
administrative brdenresultsfrom several main factors: complex and cumbers
procedues, the project applicants find difficult the preparation of project applicat
lack of electronic system for the processes in the beginning of the programming
and the ensuingnability of the applicants/beneficiaries toave an electroni
communicationwith the MA using a functioning electronic system.

vhe steps taken to overcomé20i3aese d

U Complementary documents were elaborated amdeimented under the thr¢
priority axes which are fundamental to thamagement of the programm
They are to prioritise the activities, define an indicative scope, specif
beneficiaries for the various types of procedures and justify the applicét
more flexible direct award procedure for the activities.

U The competion-based project selection procedures remain complex. The
requirements for the preparation of project application documents unds
scheme are one of the factors for incregghre administrative burden for tk
beneficiaries in the beginning dfie period 2002013. In respect of th
specific groups of beneficiaries, including NGOs, flexible grant sche
which allow simplified provision of support with clearly defined scojbe
eligible activities based on the approved plans and programmesrsdtibnal
level should be introduced. When the beneficiaries are administ
structures more flexible provision of support need to be considered, takir
account their functiongfudget preparation and expenditures stipulated ir
national legishtion.

0 Similarly to the other programmes OPE is characterised by a large doc
volume and impeded document flow at every stage of the project cycle.
implementation of the pragmme we strive to simplify the requirements
announcement of therant award procedures, as the application form
project budget are simplified in the next procedtffes

102° A" combined procedureBG161P0O005/10/1.11/03/19 announced un@®E Priority Axis 1 gave the
beneficiaries a possibilityf preparation of the project proposals #ralrfurther implementationVhile under
Priority Axis 2 a combined direct funding procedures BG161PO005/10Z/B2 for 13 regional waste
management systems was announded reduction ofthe administrativeburdens in sector biodiversity
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U The introduction of direct award procedures resulted in a more active dig
with the beneficiaries at every project stage theMA of OPE carriedout
obligatory preliminary consultations, and during project implementg
regular meetings were heloth some cases an dhe-spot support is provide
by the secalled mobile expertrgups.

U Through launching of the direct award procedures, the proeéolugvaluatior
of project proposals considerably was simplified. It became more flexibl
facilitated the dialogue between the MA and the applicants in terms of re
the projeciproposals, including further development.

U The application by the beneficiaries of the procurement arrangements 1
implementation of project activities is an additional burden delaying pr
implementation as the beneficiaries need to follow thardg/ex post contrg
procedures for the teer documentation. The participation of the Pu
Procurement Agency in the -@xte control of the major public contrag
financed by EU funds is extremely positive step to improve the work o
OPE. On the dter hand, the same administrative burdegaréless of th¢
project type and budget, is overcome with the elimination of theexcontrol
on all public contracts, with the exception of the construction, supervisio
ortgoing audit of the projects. Thcontributes to the adherence to the mto
schedules and ensute lawful conduct of the public procurement procedu

U The long deadlines for verification and reimbursement of the costs ar
overcome by complying with the deadlines determinedthy national
legislationare observed. Ithe 20071 2013 periodthe verification proces
was optimised through simplification of the document checks and strict ¢
during the orthe-spot checksThe monitoring of projects is carried out by {
OPE Intermediate Body (IB) coordinators maintaining constg
communication with the respective beneficiaries. Instructions are issueg
beneficiaries addressing different issues.

The conclusions of the analyses at national level shows that the coordbetti@en
the authories responsible for the preparation, assessment, implemen
monitoring and control of the projects is often associated with limitations i
flexibility and delay in all phases of the project cycle The functioning of MA an
in 200#2013period inone and the same administration is a circumstance for de
the work and for the creation of additional administrative burden. A decision was
to merge the MA and IB responsible for OPE management and implementation
periods 20072013 and Q14 2020 in order to reduce the bureaucratic burden
prevent overlaps in the scope of controls.

MA of OPE takes stock of the results produced by implementing the measu
reducing the administrative burden. As these measuvesdgnaven their effétreness
the efforts to further simplify the procedures will continue in the 202@20 period
The additional measures are to be planned:

U Simplification of procedures, use of standardised application/reporting f

reducing the nuimer of accompanyingatuments and expediting documg

development of "simplified" procedures BG161P0005/11/3/3.2/08/2BG161P0005/11/3/3.2/06/27 for

the activities carriedut in the parks and reserweere elaborated
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flow;

Reducing the lead time for @nte/expost control and verification throug
optimisation of the MA structure;

Significant simplification of the evaluation of project proposals subm
under thadirect award procedar where appropriate

Using the new functionalities of the Unified Management Information Sy
(UMIS 2020) and promoting the use of ICT solutions @xpanding the €
application and reportingponitoring of the project implementatigglectronic
communication between the MA and the beneficiaries;

Enhanced use of support forms which are alternative and/or complemen
grants. OPER2014- 2020 should disburse some of the programme funds 1
financial instruments whose managemerdl€yentails much more simplifig
requisite documentation and peslures. Programme budgets for tf
administrative unitssimplified grant schemes for NGOs as well as
application of financial instruments in accordance with Regulgtida U )
1303/2013are planned for the 20142020 programme period;

Within three nonths from adopting a national methodology for apply
simplified expenditures for the projects-ioanced by the ESI Funds tl

respective procedures will be incorporatethe OPE Procedure Manual.
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SECTION 11 HORIZONTAL PRINCIPLES
(ReferenceArticle 96(7) of Regulation (EU) N&303/2013)
11.1 Sustainable development

A description of specific actions to take into account environmental protection requirements,
resouce efficiency, climate change mitigation and adaptation, disa&stience and risk prevention
and management, in the selection of operations.

The principle of sustainable development remains a fuedtahprinciple of the EU under th
European legislation. The ledmtion of the principle is contained in Art. 3 of the TFEU, wh
provides that the Union shall work for the sustainable development of Europe based on [
economic growth and priceadtility, highly competitive social market economy aiming at
employment and social progress and a high level of protection and improvement
environmental quality. The key strategic document at European level, which gover
application of theprinciple, is the Sustainable Development Strategy (adopted e 2R06).
The strategy defines the overall objectives of the Union in terms of the climate change af
energy, sustainable transport, production and consumption and better managémeamdtoiral
resources.

Contribution of OPE 2014-2020 to the achevement of sustainable development:
The implementation of OPE will contribute to achieving the objectives of the EU Sustg
Development Strategy. The priority axes of the programmeasned at achieving theg
Thematic Objectives of Regulation (EC) N803/2013, which relate to the environmer
protection, promotion of resource efficiency, adaptation to climate change and risk pre
and management. The operational programme willirdmite to achieving the investme
priorities set out in each iprity axis, which, on the whole, are aimed to achieve sustair
development. In addition, the implementation of the operational programme will contrik
achieving compliance with threquirements of the EU and national environmental and cli
charge legislation. OPE 2012020 has been prepared in accordance with the key strs
documents of the European Union and contributes to the achievement of their ob
(Section 1). Dueathe nature of the OP priority axes, which are entirely designgitect the
environment, the operations under the programme, which have been selected for fund
contribute to the achievement of sustainable development.

Contribution of the MOE W to the mainstreaming of the environmental and climate
change poicies:
According to Art. 11 of the TFEU the environmental protection requirements shou
integrated in the formulation and implementation of the EU policies and activities, in par
with a view to achieving sustainable development. The processaofstreaming of thi
environmental and climate change policies in the key programming documents for the
20142020, will be supported by the Guidelines on Mainstreaming of the EnwerasahPolicy
and Climate Change Poli¢dyProgramming Phaseéescribing the specific interventions, whi
are a priority in terms of meeting the requirements of the both policies. They are aime
better water management, greater efficiency, dealirth thie consequences of the clim
change to the water, ther waste management consistent with its management hierarchy ir
to achieve higher efficiency of this resource, energy efficiency and renewable energy S
improving the air quality, reding the greenhouse gas emissions and conservatiof
redoration of the biodiversity, including the Natura 2000 network. The inclusion of the pi
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interventions so identified in other programmesfinanced by the ESIF is a key tool f
mainstreamingf the environmental and climate change policies in thuchents develope
for the programming period 2042D20, and therefore for achievement of sustainab
development.

Implementing the principle of sustainable development at the operational programe
level and at the levebf operations:

To ensure the iegration of the environmental policy in thectorialand regional policies, whe
implementing programmes and operations financed by the ESIF the requirements of the
legislation on the prepation of Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA), Enuirental
Impact Assessment and Assessment of the Compatibility with the objectives for conserv
protected aressare applied. OPE is a subject to SEA, which, as provided for in Regulatior
No 1303/2013, is an integral part of the preliminary sssent of the programme. To contir
the practice established in the programming period 2003 theoperational programme wi
use a set of criteria to assess the operations, which will inctiidgacfor compliance with th
applicable environmentatgjislation. The operations, which do not conform to this set of cri
will not be funded by the OPE.

The M{EW has undertaken to prepare the
envionmental and climate change policies in the manageméhnée &SIF. In fulfilment of itg
commi t ment , t he MJEW bdnavainspeanminy afr tiee dEnwBruental
Policy and Climate Change Poli¢yphaseii | mp | e me mhe Rattnership Agreéemeand
the programmes in 2012020 programming periadppoved by Council of Ministers Decisig
No 3 of 8" of January2016TheGuidelines will assist the Managinguthorities in the practica
application of the principle of sustainable development at the stage of approvs
implementation of the operations. The criteria for mainstreaming will ensure that the ope
which contribute t@a large extent to thengironmental protection and climate change polic
will be given a priority in the approval and implementation. As an additional measur
M{ EW pl ans traevaatsnechanispwigch wilasupport the mainstreaming ofet
environmental and cliate change policies.

11.2 Equal opportunities and non-discrimination

A description of the specific actions to promote equal opportunities and prevent any discrimination
based on sex, racial or ethnic origin, religion or belief, disability, age or senesaiation during the
preparation, design and implementation of therapional programme and in particular in relation to
access to funding taking account of the needs of the various target groups at risk of such
discrimination and in particular the rigements of ensuring accessibility for persons with disability.

Implementing the principle of equal opportunities and nondiscrimination in the
programming process:

The principle of equal opportunieand nordiscrimination applies to the preparation of

documents for the programming period 2@DR0. The working group involved in tk
development of the Partnership Agreement includes a representative of the €iomrits
Protection against Discriimation (CPD). The CPD is an independgmcialisedtate authority
which has competences in the field pfevention and protection against discrimination

ensuring equal opportunities. The Commission establishéatigizs, imposes sanctions &
isstes mandatory provisions in terms of compliance with the legislation on the equal tre:
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uvhe principle of equal opportunities and adiscrimination applies to the preparationQPE
The working group involved in thpreparation of the operational programme makes the
decisions about it by reviewing, discussing and coordinating activeiesuring the
implementation of the horizontal principles and compliance of the programme wit
applicable national and Eurapelegislation.

Additional mechanism to ensure compliance with the principle of equal opportunities an
discrimination at tB programming stage is the participation of the National Counci
Integration of Persons with Disabilities (NCIPD) as a dopatner in the working grou
involved in the development @PE2014202Q According to the Integration of Persons w
Disabiities Act the state policy in this area is defined by the Council of Ministers, under
the NCIPD has been established. T@euncil is an advisory body, which includ
representatives of the state appointed by the Council of Ministers, nationalerd¢aties
organisations of the persons with disabilities, national representative organisations
employersand employees, ational representative organisations of the employers an
National Association of Municipalities in the Republic of Bulgattadelivers opinion on al
draft legislation, strategies, programmes and plans affecting the rights of the perso
disablities and their integration. The working group involves also representative
professional organisations and the nationahnigations of employers and employees in t
capacity as social partners. This type of representation will be used in tiga déshe
Monitoring Committee 0OPE20142020.

Implementing the principle of equal opportunities and nondiscrimination in the
assessment and implementation of the operations:

During the programming period 20@D13 the operations / projects are selected for fundin
OPEthrough the application of two procedures: project selection procedure and direg
award procedur®. The project selection procedures are used widetijgrcases where the
is more than one entity (beneficiary), which may perform the relevant activity. The ac(
funding is free for all potential beneficiaries of these procedures, without imposin
restrictions on the application. According to thsting legislatiotf* the projectproposals in
thesetypesof procedursare assessed on a competitive basihject to the principle of equali
and nonrdiscrimination.

The abovedescribed mechanism rfaassessment and approval of the operations thr
conducting competitive procedures will be implemented in the programming perio@22Qa4
The operations, which may be performed by more than one beneficiary, will be asses
selected for funding iraccordance with the principles of free and faimpetition, equa
treatment and nediscrimination. The violation of these principles may be used by
stakeholders as a basis to appeal the acts of the Managing Authority opetetional
programme irthe court.

Pursuant to the Partnership Agreement the Central Coordination Unit in the administrg
the Council of Ministers shall issue guidelines for the horizontal application of the princi
equal opportunities and naliscrimination to the vaous stagesof the programme

103with the amendment degulation 1 0 8 3 / iRedsirédiniodportunity to provide reimbursable gremt

could be used in the implementation@PE20072013.

4 Decree ~ 1210 Ministensef 3Dvayw2007 laying dofvn th&rant Award Procedurender the
Operational Programes co-financedby the Structural Funds and Cohesion Fund of the European Union

(promulgatedSGissue45 of 8.06.2007¢ffectivefrom 8.06.2007|astissue65 of 23.07 2013, effectivefrom
23.07.2013)
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implementation.The principle will be included in the assessment criteria for the opera
funded througfOPE20142020, where it is applicable and appropriate.

Implementing the principle of equal opportunities in the accesdo the infrastructure
constructed with funds from OPE 20142020

The requirements to provide equal access to certain categories of infrastinctuceng for
the persons with disabilitiese set out in the national legislation. Pursuant to Art.168,2af
the Spatial Planning Act the construction works are designed, implemented and maint
accordance with the requirements for accessible environment for the population, inclug
the persons with disabilities. The operations, which do nopbowmith the current legislatio
on ensuring equal access to the infrastructure, will not be selected for funding by Ope
Programme Environment 202020.

Implementing the principle of equal opportunities in the access to information for person
with disabilities

OPE20142020 will maintain its own webpage where the operation selection procedures
guidelines, guidance, manuals, lists of accepted and rejected operations bppictie
programme and other information about the managemdntrgriementation of the programn
will be published. This information will be publicly available to all stakehold&/ken
organizing open days equal opportuniiileshe access tmformationwill be ensuredDuring
the programming period 2042D20 the sccessful practice to promote the contribution of
Structural Funds and Cohesion Fund of the European Union in the media will apply

11.3 Equality between men and women

A desciption of the contribution to the promotion of equality between men amdenand, where
appropriate, the arrangements to ensure the integration of the gender perspective at operational
programme and operation level.

The principle of equal opportunities for men and womediisctly related to the gener
principle of equality and nediscrimination. The national legislation in this area is based o
Protection againdDiscrimination Act (PDA), which implements the requirements of Direg
2000/43/EC and Directive 2004/3/EC. The act prohibits any direct or indirect discriminal
based on sex, race, nationality, ethnicity, human genome, citizenship, origin, refid#ottn,g
education, belief, political affiliation, personal or social status, disability, age, selardation,
marital status, property status or any other grounds established by law or international t
which the Republic of Bulgaria is a parijhe PDA aims to promote equality of the person
the law, equal treatment and equal opportunitiepéoticipation in the public life and effectiy
protection against discrimination.

The implementation of the PDA will be controlled by the CommisswrPrdection agains
Discrimination thaparticipates in the working group involved in the preparatioc@PE 2014
2020 through its representative. The Mechanism of representation established wit
working group will be applied to the creation of enitoring Committee of the programmg

The operations funded through @Rvironment20142020 should & performed in accordan(
with the principles and provisions of the EU and national legislation, including in terms
promotion of equal opportums for men and women. During the programming period 2
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2013 the beneficiaries will be required to Bpthe principle of equal opportunities in t
implementation of their projects with the signature of the grant agreements. They should
the Manging Authority of the programme with information about the number of new job
men and women creatext a result of the project implementation. The performance of
obligations of the beneficiaries is a subject to spot checks biM#maging Authoty. The
mechanisms to monitor the implementation of the principle of equality between men and
andthe creation of employment applied in the period 220Z3 will apply to the manageme
and implementation of OPE 2024020.
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SECTION 12 SEPARATE ELEMENTS

12.1 A list of major projects for which the implementation is planned during the
programming period

(Reference: Article 96 (2) (e) of Regulation (EU) No 1303/2013)

Table 27: A list of major projects

Planned time of

Planned start of

Planned

Title LSS It . : Priority
notification/submissio | implementation | completion date | gxes/Investment
n of the major (year, quarter) | of priorities
project application to implementation
the Commission (year quarter)
(year, quarter)
Vratsa integrated watg 2017 2ndquarter 2016,4th quarter| 2021, 4th quarter| 1-Watert (ii) -
project Investing in the wate
sector to meet th

requirements of thg
Uni onds
environmental acquis
and to address need
identified by the
Member States, fo
investment that goe

with recovery of RDRF
third phase of thg
integrated system fo

beyond those

requirements.
Design andconstruction| 2018 2ndquarter 2018 4thquarter| 2023 4th quarter| 2 7  Wastdba -
of installation  for Investing in the wastg
cogeneration in Sofi sector to meet th

requirements of the
Uni onds
environmental acqui

muricipal waste and to address need
management of Sofi identified by the
municipality Member Sates, for
investment that goe
beyond those

requirements.
Construction of WSS | 2019, 2nd quarter 2019, 4thquarter | 2023 4th quarter| 1-Water/c (i) -
infrastructuré Bourgas Investing in the wate
WSS sector to meet th

requirements of the
Uni onds

environmental acquis
and to address need
identified by the
Member States, fo
investment that goe
beyond those
requirements.
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12.2 The performance framework of the operational programme

Table 28: The performance framework of the operational programme, lvoken down by
fund and category of region (summary tablg
Priority | Fund Category of | Implementatio | Measureme | Milestone Final target (2023)%°
axis region n step, | nt unit, | for 2018
financial, where
output or | appropriate
result i W U
indicator
Additional
1-Water | CF population Persons 89 000 Sgg
served by
improved
water supply
Additional PE 100000 1
population 473
served by 384
improved
wastewater
treatment
New/Updated
analyticalprog Number 10 18
ramming/strate
gic documents
Total amount ) ¢, 169 764 1
of the eligible 705 88 196
expenditure ' 318
certified by the 509
Certifying 00
authority '
2-Waste | ERDF Less Additional Tonnes/year | 20 000 105
developed | waste recycling 000
region capacity
Totalamount o, 20 144 287
of theeligible 907 00 284
expenditure '
i 39
certified by the 00
Certifying 0’
authority
105 Targetvaluesmaybe presentedsatotal number(M+W) or brokendown by gender
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Additional
capacity for
recovery of
waste (to
generate

energy)

Tonnesl/year

180
00

Major project
signedgrant
contract

Number

3_
Natura
2000
and
biodiver
sity

ERDF

Less
developed
region

Surface area of
habitats
supported in
order to attain 4
better
conservation
status

Hectares

247723,962

1565 668

Total amount
of the eligible
expenditure
certified by the
Certifying
authority

Euro

7 097 300

101 390
000

Surface area of
habitats of
species
supported in
order to attain 4
better
conservation
status

Hectares

2878749

National

information
campaigns
carried out

Number

Species,
supported in
order to attain 4
better
conservation
status

Number

4-Flood
and
landslid
es risk
preventi
on and
manage
ment

CF

Population
benefiting from
flood
protection
measures

Persons

1 300 000

2 750000

Total amount
of the eligible
expenditure
certified by the
Certifying
authority

Euro

4 500 000

78 528 323
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Reinforced Hectares 2 80
landslide area

5_
Improve
ment of
the
ambient
air
quality

CF Total amount | Euro 743 151 58
of the eligible 823
expenditure 530
certified by the
Certifying
authority

Projects for Number 0 5
loweringthe
guantitiesof
PMyo and NOx

Submited Number 2 5
projects for
loweringthe
guantities of
PM10 and NOx

12.3 List of relevant partners involved in the preparation of the operational programme

I. Central authorities and associations of the regional and local authorities
I.1. Central authorities

[.1.1. | Council of Ministers

1.1.2. | Ministry of Environment and Water

1.1.3. | Executive Agencyf Environment

I.1.4. | Ministry of Labour and Social Policy

I.1.5. | Ministry of Regional Developmerind Public Work

1.1.6. | Ministry of Agriculture and Foods

I.1.7. | Ministry of Economy

1.1.8. | Ministry of Finance

1.1.9. | Ministry of Interior

1.1.10. | Ministry of Transport, hiformation Technologies and Communications
I.1.11. | Ministry of Education and Science

1.1.12. | Ministry of Health

1.1.13. | Ministry of Energy

1.1.14. | Ministry of Tourism

I.2. Association of regional and local authorities
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I.2.1. | National Associatiomf Municipalities in Bulgaria

I.2.2. | Regional Development Council of the North Central Region

1.2.3. | Regional Development Council of the Noghstern Region

I.2.4. | Regional Development Council of the North western Region

1.2.5. | Regional Developnma Council of the South Central Region

1.2.6. | Regional Development Council of the Sowtdistern Region

1.2.7. | Regional Development Council of the Souwtestern Region

Il. Economic and social partners

II.1. | Association of the Industrial Capital iruBjaria

II.2. | Bulgarian Industrial Chamber

[1.3. | Bulgarian Chamber of Commerce and Industry

I1.4. | Confederation of Employers and Industrialists in Bulgaria

II.5. | Confederation of Independent Trade Unions in Bulgaria

I1.6. | Confederation of Labodt Pod kr e pao

lll. Organisations representing the public, including nongovernmental organisations workingn
environmental issues

I11.1. | National Council for Integration of People with Disabilities

ll1.2. | Commission for Protection against Discriminatio

.3. | WWFi World Wildlife Fund, DanubeCarpathian Programme

M4. |Environment al Association AZa Zemyat a

fi

5. |Foundati on ARegional I nitiativeshi

I11.6. | Bulgarian Association of the Consultants on European Programmes

l11.7. | Association of muitipal ecologists in Bulgaria

V. | Other

IV.1. | National Statistical Institute

IV.2. | Bulgarian Academy of Sciences, Institute on Biodiversity and Ecosystem Research

IV.3. | Bulgarian Orthodox Church
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